
 CANONICAL ANALYSIS 
 See under study of Micah 2:1-13 
 
 SYNTACTICAL ANALYSIS 
 
 Paragraph divisions 
 
A.  Call to God`s house in Zion vv. 1 - 2 
 
    v. 1  But (  ) in the latter days  
                            it shall come to pass  
 
                               that the mt.  of Jehovah`s house     
                                   shall be established  
 
                                       on the top of the mountains  
                                       it shall be exalted above  
                                       the hills  
 
                                   and people shall flow into it  
 
    v. 2  And many nations shall go and say  
 
                    come ye, let us go up to the mt. of Jehovah  
 
                                  to the house of the God of Jacob  
 
                                       He will teach us His ways  
 
                    we will walk in His paths  
 
         For (     ) out of Zion shall go forth the law  
 
    and  
         the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem  
 
B.  Activiti es of God`s house in Zion vv. 3 - 5 
 
    v. 3  He will judge between many peoples  
 
         (He) will decide concerning strong nations afar off  
 
                             they shall beat their swords with  
                                                 plowshares  
                        and  
                             their "spears" into pruninghooks  
 
                        nation shall not lift up sword against  
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                                              nation 
 
                  neither (  ) shall they (nation`s) learn war    
                                  anymore 
 
    v. 4  But (  ) they shall sit every man  
 
                        under his vine 
 
                        under his fig tree 
 
                 and (   ) none shall make them afraid 
 
          for  (   ) the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it 
 
    v. 5  for  (   ) all the people (shall) walk every one in the 
                       name of his god 
 
          and  (   ) we will walk in the Name of Jehovah our God 
                       for ever and ever 
 
C.  People at God`s house in Zion vv. 6-8 
 
    v. 6  In that day, says Jehovah, I will assemble that which 
                                                      is lame 
             and (   ) I will gather that which is driven away 
 
             and (   )               that which (    ) I have 
                                               afflicted 
 
    v. 7        I will make that which is lame a remnant (    ) 
 
                (I will make) that which was cast off (   ) a 
                                            strong nation 
 
        and (   ) Jehovah shall reign over them in Mt. Zion 
 
                       from hence forth (      ) even forever 
 
    v. 8  And thou (      ) tower of the flock, 
 
                  the hill of the daughter of Zion 
 
                     unto thee shall it come 
 
                         the former dominion will come 
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                         the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem 
 
 Theme sentences 
 
     Paragraph #1 vv. 1-2.  The establishment of God`s house in 
Zion and the call to go there. 
 
     Paragraph #2 vv. 3-5.  The activities at God`s house in Zion 
and their results. 
 
     Paragraph #3 vv. 6-8.  The people who are brought to God`s 
house in Zion and their blessing under Messiah. 
 
 Basic flow of the paragraph 
 
l.  vv. 1-2b  Establishment of God`s house in Zion and call to go 
               there 
          a.  The time of it v. la 
          b.  The place of it v. 1b 
          c.  The people of it v. lc 
          d.  The attraction of it v. 2a 
          e.  The purpose of it v. 2b 
2.  vv. 3-5   The activities at God`s house and their results 
          a.  Judgment of the nations v. 3a 
          b.  Removal of war and implements v. 3b 
          c.  Peaceful living of nations v. 4 
          d.  Worship of the true God v. 5 
3.  vv. 6-8   The people who come to Zion and their blessing 
          a.  Assembly of afflicted v. 6 
          b.  Changing the afflicted v. 7a 
          c.  Reigning of Jehovah v. 7b 
          d.  Renewing of Jerusalem as kingdom v. 8 
 
 How material develops between paragraphs 
 
     The "for" (    ) seems crucial in v. 2.  At this point it is 
possible to get the Lord`s "teaching" and to "walk" in His path 
because the law goes out of Zion and the Word from Jerusalem. 
 
     The break comes at v. 3 to delineate the Lord`s activities 
toward the outside (nations) and the dispensing of war and 
implements thereof. 
 
     At v. 6 there is a clear break due to the phrase "in that 
day."  This looks back to v. 1 "in the last days."  There is a 
decided change in content. 
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 VERBAL ANALYSIS 
 
 Figures of speech 
 
l.  v. 1  mountain of house of the Lord. 
          people flow into it 
2.  v. 2  law goes forth 
3.  v. 3  sit under vine/fig tree 
4.  v. 8  tower of the flock 
          daughter of Zion/Jerusalem 
 
 Theological terms 
 
l.  v. 1  last days 
          house of the Lord 
2.  v. 2  house of God of Jacob 
          law goes forth of Zion 
          word of the Lord from Jerusalem 
3.  v. 3  He shall judge among people 
          He shall rebuke strong nations 
4.  v. 4  Every man sits under vine/fig tree 
5.  v. 5  We will walk in Name of the Lord 
6.  v. 6  I will assemble/gather 
7.  v. 7  Remnant 
8.  v. 8  Kingdom shall come 
 
 Theological terms, selective study 
 
               means remainder, remnant, residue, survivors.  The 

basic idea of the verb          is carried over in the noun.  It 

means that which survives a previous elimination process or 

catastrophe. 

     The various meanings of the term are the following:  1) a 

reference to that which is neither morally good or bad, apart from 

its context (eg. Isa. 44:17,  2) an evil residue, 3) a good 

residue (eg. Gen. 45:7). 
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     Context generally indicates that the remnant is what has come 

or will come out of the Israelites.  It may have reference to the 

remnant of Israel which existed in the lifetime of the biblical 

writer or speaker, hence an historic remnant (eg. Isa. 37:4) 

     This noun, however, is often used as a prophetic technical 

term representing the final future remnant of Israel.  It then 

refers to those Jews who survive to the end of the present age, 

the tribulation period, and upon whom God will shower His blessing 

in the millennium (eg. Zech. 8:6, 11, 12).  Careful reading of the 

context demonstrates this cf. Zech. 8:3, 5-8, 12, 13, 22, 23.  No 

past hurting of Israel can be related to these passages.  The 

"remnant doctrine" is, therefore, an important feature of the 

prophetic Word as indicated in our text (Micah 4:7). 

 THEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

 Allusions to previous events 
 
1.  v. 1  Latter days   Gen. 49:21 
          House of the Lord   Ex. 23:19 
2.  v. 2  God of Jacob   Ex. 3:6, 15 
3.  v. 4  Vineyards   Ex. 23:ll; Lev. l9:10; 25:3, 4; Duet. 20:6 
          Figtree   Deut. 8:8; 2 Kgs 8:31 
4.  v. 5  Walk in Name of the Lord   Gen. 17:l; Deut. 5:33 
5.  v. 6  Gather   Deut. 30:l-10 
6.  v. 7, 8  Kingdom   2 Sam. 7:16 
 

 Key theological terms 

     Tower of the flock in Hebrew is              .  The phrase is 

only found once in the Old Testament outside of Micah (cf. Gen. 
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35:21).  It  is probably a reference to a village near Bethlehem, 

the birthplace of David and the Messiah Jesus(cf. Josh. l5:21).  

The English "stronghold" is in Hebrew         .  It apparently has 

reference to the east hill of Jerusalem south of the temple (cf. 

Neh. 3:26, 27; 2 Chron. 27:3; 33:l4).  It was a fortified site 

which earlier was known as Zion or the City of David.  In our 

Micah passage (4:8), the "tower of the flock" (               ) 

probably refers to David`s stronghold, and the second name, 

"stronghold"    (        ) is a synonym for the same place.  

Hence, Micah sees the Messianic era as a time when the kingdom of 

Messiah would be established in Ophel (stronghold).  What is now 

outside the present walls of Jerusalem will eventually be the 

center of Messianic government. 

 Analogy of faith selected 

Vine (      ) and fig (        ).  The former is usually the 

cultivated grape vine (cf. Num. 6:4; Judges 13:14).  The fig tree 

is mentioned early on in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:7).  The 

promised land is described as a land with "vines and fig trees" 

(Deut. 8:8).  The vines brought clusters of grapes (        ) and 

figs (          ).  The nation murmured that there were no vines 

and fig trees in the wilderness (Num. 20:5).  During the plagues 

against Egypt, the fig trees were affected (Psa. 105:33).  When 

Solomon was king and Judah and Israel dwelt in safety, the vine 
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and fig trees were figures of prosperity (1 Kings 4:25).  Thus it 

is in the Messianic era that the prosperity, safety, et al of the 

blessing of God--as in the promised land and the days of Solomon--

will be enjoyed by the nation of Israel.  No wonder the text says 

that no one will be afraid (4:4).  It is the Lord of hosts Who 

affirms this, therefore, it will literally take place! 

 HOMILETICAL ANALYSIS 

 Summary sentence 

     The passage focuses on the place of the nations in the last 

times of Israel and the establishment of the promised kingdom with 

its influence on the Gentile nations. 

 Focal point 

     The mouth of the Lord has spoken it (vv. 2c, 4c). 

 Justification for the focal point 

     In the verses quoted above(vv. 2c, 4c), there are two uses of 

the Hebrew preposition       translated "for."  The reason that 

Israel`s last times are blessed is "for" or "because" God has 

spoken it.  Hence, His Word will go forth out of Zion. 

 Message outline 

     Preposition: The Word of God is the basis for future events. 

 It declares three certainties (key word) to take place. 

     A.  Our future place of worship vv. 1, 2 

         1.  Established for all nations v. 1 
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         2.  Established for God`s teaching v. 2 

     B.  Our future deliverance from war vv. 3-5 

         l.  By elimination of war implements v. 3 

         2.  By provision of peaceful environment v. 4 

         3.  By constitution of true worship v. 5 

     C.  Our future restoration for blessing vv. 6-11 

         l.  By regathering the remnant v. 6, 7a 

         2.  By restoring the king (theocracy) v. 7b 

         3.  By reestablishing the kingdom v. 8 

 Appeal 

     The present world  is filled with fear, war, deprivation, 
desolation, and uncertainty.  No matter which way one turns, the 
outlook is bleak and dark. 
 
     But, thanks be unto God, on the authority of the Word of the 
living God, there is hope and certainty ahead.  Who says so?  God 
does!  His unchangeable, unalterable Word assures us that wars 
will cease, tremendous blessing will come to the earth, and the 
worship of the true God will be established and spread unto all 
nations.  The future is as bright as the eternal promises of God. 
 
     Is there a catch to all of this?--yes, emphatically so.  Only 
those who are in right relationship with God through faith in the 
complete work of Christ at Calvary will enjoy all of this.  All 
others will suffer eternal loss.  I, therefore, call upon you, in 
the mighty Name of Jesus Christ, confess your sins, believe on the 
Lord Jesus as your own Saviour from sin, and acknowledge that He 
is your Lord.  Be ready for the glorious  ineffable future He has 
promised.  Do it now! 
 

 Commentator comparisons 

The content of verse 5 poses a problem.  To some it is supposed 
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that the nations of the world will worship the true God, albeit 

under the name of their own gods.  It is a view that suggests the 

exclusiveness of the God of Israel and the singular salvation 

through the Lord Jesus Christ is to be rejected.  They say, the 

nations worship the true God, but under different appelatives.  

Others see here the Jewish confession that the nations worship 

their gods, but believing Jews will worship the true God.  It is 

indicated that such is the confession of the Jews in Diaspora 

today.  It is impossible to accept any other God--of whatever 

sort--to be the true God.  Scripture is clear that there is none 

other than the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (e.g. Isa. 45:22), 

hence any thought that the worship of a false god is really a 

veiled worship of the true God must be rejected.  What is stated 

here, moreover, is that while the nations do in fact worship their 

gods, that is only a transient matter.  There is coming a day when 

the nation, Israel, will worship the true God forever--that will 

be in the Messianic era, the literal kingdom of God on earth.  At 

that time, the nations will do the same (v. 2), an enormous 

contrast with the present.  Looking at the passage 

eschatologically and the worship of God as exclusive, the errors 

suggested will be avoided and the tenets of our faith upheld. 

     Based on Feinberg and readings in Missiology. 


