
THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH 
“Building Jerusalem Walls” (2) 

Nehemiah 3:1-32 
Introduction 
1.  Nehemiah was a man of vision.  With understanding he urged the people to rebuild the walls of 
the city of Jerusalem, despite evident diff iculties (2:17-20).  He was confident God would prosper 
their efforts (2:20). 
 
2.  There was resolve to do the work required (2:18).  That resolve was demonstrated by a marvelous 
unity in the nation (2:18, 20; 3:1-32).  As God’s servants, God was invoked to prosper the building 
project (2:20).  Scripture notes God’s pleasure in unity (Ps 133; Eph. 4:3).  From a N.T. perspective, 
unity expressed the oneness of believers in Christ’s Body (1 Cor. 12).  What was national in the O.T. 
is organismal in the N.T.  Today’s cry  for organizational unity (ecumenicalism) is unacceptable to a 
born again believer (cf. Rev. 17, 18). 
 
3.  The manner in which the various gates were reconstructed is given careful attention in the text of 
Nehemiah.  While not questioning the literality of the gates as listed, it does seem their names are 
suggestive and instructive.  To that end, therefore, give consideration to them.  Two considerations 
merit attention. 
 
1.  HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
     a.  Reality of Gates 
          The absolute historicity of every detail i n Scripture is without question.  Liberals, neo-
orthodox, and some neo-evangelicals cast doubt on the reality of historical data.  As fundamentalists, 
we say that if one portion of Scripture cannot be trusted for earth, another portion cannot be trusted 
for heaven. 
 
     b.  Order of Gates 
           A long list of gates is given.  These include the Sheep Gate (3:1), Fish Gate (3:3), Old Gate 
(3:6), Valley Gate (3:13), Dung Gate (3:14), Fountain Gate (3:15), Water Gate (3:26), Horse Gate 
(3:28, East Gate (3:29) and Miphkad Gate (3:31). 
          Included in the listing of the gates are several directional and positional notations: sepulchers 
of David, Pool that was made, House of the mighty (v. 16), Armory at the turning of the wall (v. 19) 
unto the door of the house (v. 20), the Tower . . . . the Court (v. 25), etc. 
 
Note: Make no mistake, all i s historically accurate, albeit perhaps all i s not identifiable today. 
 
2.  PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
      The practical or applicabilit y of the real is evidently suggested by Scripture (1 Cor. 10:11).  The 
noun “ensamples”  (tupoi) can be transliterated “ types.”  Indeed the O.T. is fill ed with pictorial 
presentations of truth unfolded in the N.T.  Without losing grip on the real historical gates, what 
suggested types are helpful here. 
 
     a.  About Salvation   3:1 
          The “Sheep Gate” brings to mind that men are as “sheep (Isa. 53:6; John 10:1-21).  Jesus is the 
“Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29).  Lost “sheep” need a Shepherd and the Lord is just that (Ps 23:1).  Thus, 
this is where we are to start -- at the Sheep Gate. 
 
     b.  About Propagation   3:3 
          Just the mention of “ fish” points to soul-winning.  That was the call of our Lord (Mt. 4:17-20). 
 This is what is a concomitant of being saved (cf. Mk 5:19; Mt. 28:19, 20).  Tragically, the Fish Gate 
is in ruins in many hearts today!  Many believers occupy themselves with other saints to the virtual 
neglect of preaching the Gospel to the lost (Mk 16:15).  Oh, that saints would rise up to rebuild the 

Fish Gate and do something to rescue the perishing. 
     c.  About Sanctification 
           Interestingly,  the  next  six  gates  may  be related to one’s  walk  with the Lord.  Once saved, 
a believer should be exercised about reaching others for Christ.  Failure to do this may be traced to 
lack of growth in one’s Christian li fe.  Look at “gates” (                     sharim) which may be pictures 
of spiritual growth. 
 
          1) Old Gate   3:6 
               Jeremiah inveighed against Judah’s sins.  Early on in his rebuke of the nation, he called 
upon them to ask for the “old paths.”  If they walked in them, they “shall find rest for your souls” 
(6:16).  What a message from the Lord to stick to that which was known from the beginning.  That 
there is a demand today to abandon the old fundamentalist position for relative post modernism is 
clear.  It is time to bend to the absolute sovereignty of the living God and not to the whims of the 
day.  God help us to rebuild the “Old Gate.”  
 
          2) Valley Gate    3:13 
                 This  appears to  be  a  reference to humbleness.   Numerous verses speak of this truth 
(James 4:6, 10; 1 Pet. 5:5, 6).  Pride is an offense to God (Prov. 16:5; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5).  Christ 
Himself extolled this virtue (Phil . 2:8).  Beloved rebuild the Valley Gate. 
 
          3) Dung Gate   3:14 
               Surely this gate relates to uncleanness.  Its opposite is one of the neglected areas of 
Scripture truth -- cleanliness!  The Bible forthrightly teaches it (2 Cor. 7:1).  Many professing 
Christians want this mad age (Gal. 1:4) rather than the stigma of the cross (Gal. 6:14, 12). 
 
          4) Fountain Gate    3:15 
                 The meaning here seems to be clear from our Lord’s words (Jn 7:37-39).  Every child of 
God has the Holy Spirit (Ro. 8:9), but the Spirit does not have control of every child of God (Eph. 
5:18).  Oh to heed the imperative of Scripture and enjoy the fullness of the Fountain Gate. 
 
          5) Water Gate   3:26 
                This  is  similar  to the  Fountain  Gate.  Cleanliness  comes  through the Word  (Jn. 15:3;  
Isa. 119:9, 11).  There is victory for the believer in whom God’s Word abides (1 John 2:14).  Build 
this gate in your li fe. 
 
          6) Horse Gate   3:28 
            Horses relate to war and defense in the Bible (cf. Rev. 6).  Defense, therefore, may be the 
meaning of this gate.  With all sorts of foolish ideas today, it is obvious that the defense of the Word 
is proper (Jude 3; 1 Pet. 3:15).  Our stand for the Truth must be as the Horse Gate. 
 
     d.  About Culmination   3:29 
          The “East Gate” is mentioned in connection with the Second Advent of our Lord (Ezek. 43:1-
5; 44:1-3).  Our eschatological persuasion is that the Rapture is next (1Thess. 4:13-18), then the 
Tribulation (Dan. 9:24-27), and then the coming of Christ in glory (Rev. 19:11-16).  These events 
will follow our pilgrim journey of which the previous six gates speak. 
 
     e.  About Judication  3:31 
          This is the significance of the Miphkad Gate, literally “ review” or “numbering.”  How 
awesome to realize that at the end there will be a reckoning with divine justice.  No one should trifle 
with this matter (3:32; Heb. 9:27; 1 Cor. 3:11-17). 
 
Conclusion    Take to heart, beloved, the truths of these gates.  Build them.  Erect them.  Live with 
them.  Amen. 


