
THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH 
“Building Walls in Jerusalem” (1) 

Nehemiah 3:1-32 
 
Revision 
1.  Nehemiah heard of the diff iculties in Jerusalem and did something about it (1:3, 4).  One 
thing is clear: Nehemiah unburdened his heart to God (1:5-4). 
 
2.  At an opportune time, God’s servant presented his concerns to Artaxerxes the King (2:1-
8).  Consequently, the King made it possible for Nehemiah to remedy the diff iculties in 
Jerusalem (2:9-16). 
 
3.  With understanding, Nehemiah encouraged the people to rebuild the walls of the city of 
Jerusalem, despite evident diff iculties (2:17-20).  He believed God would prosper their 
efforts (2:20). 
 
4.  There was resolve to do the work required (2:18).  Consequently, the work was 
undertaken.  Evidences of the unity of the nation are patent.  Here are some of them:-- 
 
1.  The PEOPLE Involved. 
     a.  Their Names 
            Specific names exceeded 40.  When plurals and groups are counted, the numbers 
are astounding.  It is proof that the entire nation was doing the work.  Hence, while one man 
(Nehemiah) had the vision (1:1-3; 2:3), the hearts of all the nation became burdened (2:18). 
 Think how God is willi ng to use a united nation (cf. the Body of Christ, Rom 12; 1 Cor. 
12; Eph. 4). 
     b.  Their Sexes 
            What an amazing truth that both men and women got into the work.  This is clear 
since the “daughters” of one family are singled out as part of the work force (v. 12).  
Whatever our opinion may be about certain “ liberation” movements, there was no 
discrimination in Nehemiah’s day.  Men and women all had a place to work to rebuild the 
gates and walls of Jerusalem. 
     c.  Their Groups 
          Various cities are listed as resources for workers.  Consider: Jericho (v. 2  cf. Joshua 
6), Tekoa (vv. 5, 27; cf. Amos 1:1), Gibea (v. 7; cf. Joshua 9), Meronoth (v. 7, cf. 1 Chron. 
27:30).  Therefore whole cities threw their weight into the project. 
 
2.  The PLACES Mentioned 
     a.  Geographical 
      The cities noted above are scattered across the Land.  Others are also mentioned: 
Bethhaccherem (v. 14, between Jerusalem/Bethlehem), Mizpah (v. 7, north of Jerusalem), 
Zanoah (v. 13, west of Bethlehem towards Ashdod), Bethzur (v. 16, between 
Bethlehem/Hebron), Keilah (vv. 17, 18, N.W. of Hebron).  Make no mistake the 
reconstruction project gained widespread support. 
     b.  Positional 
          The  work  crews  did  not  progress  at  cross purposes.   There  was  no  sense  of 
competition.  Each assumed his role and that with vigor.  Look at the phrases which set this 

down in order: 
          1) “Next” (                                                                    ).  The Hebrew expression 
speaks of nearness or being at “hand.”  
          2) “After” (                                                                                    ).  This word means 
to “ follow” and indicates that there was  successiveness and compactness about the work 
force. 
        3) “Beside” (                                                      ).    This  word  suggests  there  was 
agreement in the work as people worked side by side. 
          4) “Opposite” (                                                        ).  This term suggests there was 
the intent corresponding to or being counterpart with others.  What an incredible manner to 
work.  The same word is made of Eve in relation to Adam (Gen. 2:13). 
Note: All of these words connote a readiness to do the job, but to do it with a magnificent 
demonstration of unity. 
 
3.  The PROFESSIONS Identified 
       a.  Priests 
           Both the high priest (                                         ) and the ordinary priests (                 
               ) helped on the job (3:1).  Spiritual ministry did not immunize one from manual 
labor (cf. religious Jews in modern Israel). 
       b.  Goldsmiths (vv. 31, 32;                                      ).  This word refers to people who 
smelt and therefore deal with metals.  Like its Greek counterpart (                                       
).  The term means to test so as to approve. 
        c.  Perfumers (v. 8,                                                      ).  This term refers to one who 
boils and deals with spices and seasonings.  Common for us as a druggist or pharmacist. 
       d.  Merchants (v. 31, 32,                                                   ).  These were people who 
traveled as traders.  Think of that -- they stopped their routes and customer visits to build! 
Note: One professional group did not cooperate (v. 5,                                                            
).  Apparently, the nobles considered their position was so high they counted manual labor 
too demeaning for them.  It only concerned those from Tekoa.  There is no mention of 
masons who build walls and gates!  They probably were there, but the Spirit of God records 
men of other professions who gave themselves for God to use them. 
 
Conclusion    This is a marvelous portion of the Word of God.  What incredible lessons it 
teaches.  Here are some to consider:   1.  The building project was completed in 52 days 
(6:15).  Unity  accomplishes something worthwhile.  Be a part and the work will not fall 
apart.  2.  The Bible commends unity (Ps 133) and argues against friction (Prov. 6:19).   3.  
The believer of this age is one in Christ (1 Cor. 12, Eph. 4:4).  That kind of unity is an 
answer to our Lord’s prayer (John 17:11).  Admittedly spiritual unity is for real, but it 
needs to be experienced in practice.    4.  The outcry for organizational unity is false (Rev. 
17, 18).  No ecumenical church is acceptable to a born again believer.  So, serve the Lord 
and do it with oneness of heart in the Spirit. 


