
FATHER’S DAY MESSAGE 
“Counsel to Fathers”  

Proverbs 1:8 
 
Introduction 
1.  The Bible advances a patronymic system.  It goes without saying, therefore, that fathers play a 
major role in the Word of God.  In fact, the patriarchs are often referred to as the “fathers” (Ex. 3:13; 
Josh. 1:6).  Indeed, genealogies are traced through the paternal side.  Surely, the Lord has not 
minimized the role of a father! 
 
2.  Since fathers are so vital for famili es, it is imperative they  be the kind of persons whom God can 
properly use for His glory.  Among the areas where it is important to pay special attention are: 

                               
1.  Their RELATIONSHIP TO GOD   2 Cor. 5:17             God 

 
Availabilit y 

 
This is best summarized by noting they need to be available to the Lord for His will Not so much His 
will through them, as His will in them.  This is emphasized thoroughly in Romans 6:11-13.  Mark the 
call to all believers and make particular application to fathers. 
 
       a.  To reckon    v. 11 
          This is the common Greek verb to “calculate.”   It is a pivotal term.   Being present tense,  it 
anticipates constancy of action for the child of God.  Two aspects of sanctification are involved here: 
deadness to the sin nature and aliveness to the person of God.  This is to be accomplished “ in Christ” 
(best rendering of Greek).  The idea is that by virtue of our position in Christ, this tremendous 
reckoning is to be done. 
 
        b.  To refuse    v. 12 
              The  negative  is  used  here  with  the  verb which means to reign as king.    Hence,  a 
believer is to reject the sin nature as king in his li fe.  Being an imperative and a present tense, the 
urgency of the action is patent.  By not allowing the sin nature to be king, the mortal body will not 
then be employed as a vehicle for obedience to the lusts of the sin nature.  This would put an end to 
infidelity and passions which are inordinate. 
 
         c.  To yield    v.13 
              Twice this verb occurs in this verse.  The first instance is the present imperative.  It concerns 
the yielding of the members of the body to the sin nature.  The second one is aorist imperative.  It 
calls for two actions: yielding of oneself unto God as alive from the dead, that is, just like Christ is 
raised up (cf. v. 5).  The second action relates to the members of the body which are to be given as 
instruments of righteousness unto God.  There is an enormous contrast in this verse between yielding 
“unto sin” and “unto God.”  
 
NOTE: This is the basic issue with a father.  There must be the personal dedication of the li fe unto 
God.  This is not mere lip service, but a realization of his position as a believer in union with Christ.  
Quite obviously, only born again persons can know the truth of these actions.  What one is in his 
home will be what he will be in church.  Let it be said boldly and forcefully: the spirituality of the 
home will rise no higher than that expressed in the head of that home (the father).  What those fathers 
bring to the church will characterize the spirituality of the local church they attend. 

                               
2.  Their RELATIONSHIP TO THE BODY    1 Cor. 12           Church 
                                                                                 

Activity 
 

      This has to do with the equipping of the local body of believers with gifted men.  While it is true 
that every child of God is involved, the role of the male population in public worship is extremely 
important (1 Tim. 2:12).  Let a father, therefore, acknowledge before God the truth relating to gifts in 
the church.  Here are some basic ones. 
 
     a.  Their distribution    vv. 4-6 
          It is done by the Holy Spirit (v. 4).    The  Spirit  provides  a  variety  of capabiliti es for 
service.  Actually, gifts are divine enablements which God gives through the ascended Christ by the 
Spirit for the edification of the church to assist in the proclamation and maintenance of the Gospel.  
There is a large variety of them and all are under the Lordship of Christ (v. 5).  God the Father 
superintends the entire operation of gifts (v. 6).   This subject is so vital that the trinity is involved in 
their diversity and activity. 
 
     b.  Their complementation    vv. 12-27 
          The thrust of this passage is clear.  Not a single member has precedence over another.  All are 
important.  While there is independence of gifts (v. 27), they are all i nterdependent (vv. 21, 22).  The 
whole body is to be a unity and without schism.  All are to have care for one another. 
 
NOTE: Every local church has gifted men. When these men function within the body, they are 
fulfilli ng the very purpose for which they have been saved.  The call , therefore, goes out to fathers 
(men) to be that which God assigned them to be.  This will not cause problems, but be for the benefit 
and blessing of all the church.  Any believing father (man) who is not functioning within a local 
church is li ving below par in the body.  He is not providing his proper function for the success of the 
body (v. 14). 

                            
3.  Their RELATIONSHIP TO THE HOME    Col.  3:19, 21        Home 
 

Priority 
 
     There are many varied responsibiliti es in the home, but the personal level aspect of a father is 
assuredly criti cal.  This moves in two directions: 
 
     a.  Toward his wife       Eph. 5:25 
          The fundamental expectation is love.  But it is love of a certain quality.  It is described: 1)   As 
Christ loved the church.  That means a husband must be prepared to die for his wife.    2)   As he 
loves his own body.  This means he will nourish it (bring it to maturity and fulness) and cherish it 
(provide for it).  While a husband may give many  reasons why he has marital diff iculties, let him not 
be held culpable in faili ng to fulfill his love responsibilit y. 
 
     b.  Toward his children    Eph. 6:4 
            Most children will t ell their fathers not to “provoke” them to wrath.  They are Scriptural in 
saying this, but a father who has a true heart before God will not “ irritate” his children which is the 
meaning of this verb (cf. Rom. 10:19 for only other  use of the verb).  Succinctly, it means that a 
father must not indulge in selfish rights.  The individuality of the child is to be maintained.  Tyranny 
is utterly abhorred. 
 
Conclusion     It is a huge role to play -- fatherhood.  When a man who is privileged to be a father is 
right with God (vertically), then his horizontal relationships wil l  be in order also with his church and 
his home.  One would want to pour the totality of the Word of God upon every father.  Let these 
items suff ice.  If followed, they will bring a great measure of  blessing to that brother today.

  


