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Review
In ou study of Ruth, we have dready examined several things abou the bodk of Ruth
aswe overviewed it and looked at chapter 1:

1. Thebodk was st during the period o the Judges (1:1). Sincethere was afamine,
it appeasto have been atime of spiritual dedine becaise of provisions of the
Mosaic covenant. When the famine was al eviated, this was probably because
there was aperiod d spiritual growth in Israd.

2. TheMoabite aurse, in which noMoabite muld enter the mngregation d Israd,
comesinto play here (Deut 23:3, Neh. 13:1). Welooked at the timing of things
to seehow it compared to the “10 generations’ clause in Deut. 23:3, but then
noted that this clause redly was intended to ensure that no Moabite ever came
into the cngregation. Only by God s gracewas it possble for Ruth to become a
convert.

3. Even before Ruth’s entranceinto Israd comesinto play, she was married to the
Isradite Mahlon. Isradites were not suppased to marry Moabites (Deut. 7:3,
Ezra9:1, Neh. 13:23).

4. Theideaof Gentile mnversionisprominent in 1:16-17. We noted how thiswas a
red faith, not accompanied with fake weeping.

5. Wesaw theideaof “finding rest” asit related to marriage seaurity (1:9).

6. We noted the position o Ruth and the other women, Tamar, Rahab, and Bath-
sheba, in the genedogy of Christ. Of these, only Ruth was virtuous in charader!

Then in chapter 2 we saw some further truths:

1. In 23theBible says Ruth “happened” to come uponthefield of Boaz Aswe
know, “chance” is only from a human perspedive; God s hand guided Ruth to
that particular field at that particular time.

2. Boazprovided food protedion, and a blessng to Ruth.

3. In 26, theracequestion becomes abig issue again. We @an seehow an Isradite
obedient to the law would be @gnizant of this; however, thereisno gdacefor ra-
cismin ou dedingswith people today.

4. Thegleainglaw of Lev. 19:9-10 comesinto play in chapter 2. It isrelated to Ex.
23:9 where the Isradites were to tred strangersin akind way sincethey were
strangersin aforeign land (Egypt) at one time dso.

5. Note that BoaZ s blessng includes a statement that he has sen Ruth come under
the wings of the God d Israd, indicating atrue cnversion and good personal
testimony to that effed. She left her parents, land, and gods to come to a new
people, anew land, and anew God.

Chapter 3

Now we @mme to chapter 3. Basicdly, this chapter gives the plan of Naomi and Ruth
and haw they are going to implement it. Theideaisto discreely ask to Boazto initiate the
redemption d property rights for Naomi’s parcd of land, and that he initi ate the marriage
proceelings for Naomi’ s daughter-in-law Ruth. Note the following in this regard:

1. Naomiis ®eking seaurity or “rest” for her daughter-in-law (3:1). Thisimplies
marriage, as 1:9 suggests, and the seaurity that comes in the home of a man, par-
ticularly awell-respeded and wedthy man. Naomi is past child-beaing age, and
since part of the problem is to extend the family name for Elimelech, sheisnot a
red candidate—but Ruth is, since sheisthe widow of Elimelech’s sn Mahlon.

2. Naomi reminds Ruth that Boazis a perfed candidate—he has already shown her
agred ded of kindress and heisa “dlose relative.” That is, heis close enough
to be one of their redeeming relatives (3:2). On this concept of the redeemer, see
below.

3. Theplanisfor Ruth to dressup very nicdy, go to Boazin the night, and get his
attentionin away so asto nd attrad attention to anyone dse (3:3-5). They have

7.

thought carefully through the situation and determined this is best way to make
their request known to Boaz They are not trying to trap him or anything nefari-
ouslike that. But just like ayoung man today puts agrea ded of thought into
how to propcse marriage to his girlfriend, so Naomi and Ruth are thinking the
most appropriate way to make know their avail ability, when virtuous Boaz
would have expeded Ruth to go after ayounger men (3:10).

Ruth foll owed Naomi’ s instructions. She waited urtil Boazwas asleg, went qui-
etly and moved his covering off of hisfed, laid down at his fee, and apparently
covered herself with the part of his garment to symbolizewhat she was asking
(3:6-7).

When Boaz avoke (3:8, he had cold fed!) he saw Ruth and she told him why she
was there.

What exadly is going on here?Was this on the up-and-up, so to spesk?

a. Hebrew law made provision for the redemption o property and propa
gation d the family namein the cae of a husband' s deah. Naomi and
Ruth are asking that this particular law be fulfill ed in their case. Boaz
seansto be the best candidate to them.

b. All of thiswasdorevirtuowly. Boazthought so and thiswasin acaord
with the reputation o Ruth (3:10-11).

c. Apparently this custom waslocd to Israd. | foundahelpful reference
in JohnJ. Davis and John C. Whitcomb, Israel: From Conquest to Ex-
ile, Winora Lake, IN: BMH Books, 196970, p. 166. It quates from
Pfeiffer, “* The austom of aman’s pladng a crner of his garment over
amaiden as atoken of marriage is known among the Arabs.’ The situa-
tion described in Ruth 3 perhaps parall els this modern Arabic cus-
tom...” However, this pradiceis not known to at least some Arabic
peoples today, though it may still be part of Bedoun culture.

d. Ruth’sremoval of the garment/blanket and robable wvering of her-
self with part of it symboalizes aurity (3:1) and protedion (3:9, the
wing idea and 212). Sheis asking him to take her under hiswing in
marriage.

e. Itwasaso dorelegaly (3:12-13) becaise Boazredized he had to of-
fer the oppatunity to the nearer kinsman before he could take it him-
self. We'll seethese detail sin the next chapter.

Ruth returnsin the ealy morning to her mother with

The Redeemer: Duties
The Bibletell s us of four duties of the redeemer.

1

Redemption o abrother’s property (Lev. 25:23-28). The time limit on thiswas
to the yea of Jubilee The property was valued in acordancewith hav many
yeasremained urtil the Jubil eg as that number of yeas was how long it could
producewedth for the “owner” or “leaser.” The land uti mately belongs to God
(Lev. 25:23). Apparently he was not reguired to dothis duty (25:25 says “may”)
sincethe Jubileeyea would come eventually and release the land to its original
occupants.
Avenging the blood d aslain brother (Num. 35:9-28; Deut. 19:1-3; Joshua 20).
The time limit here was until the deah of the high priest.
Levirate marriage (Deut. 25:5-10).
Redemption o abrother from indentured servanthood(Lev. 25:47-55). Thetime
limit on this was to the yea of Jubil eg and again the valuation was made based
on hov many yeas there were left until Jubilee(50-52). The brother ulti mately
belongs to God (55, cf. v. 46), like the land, and so could na be sold perma-
nently into davery.
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