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Introduction

WEe' ve reatied the dimax of the acourt in Ruth nowv. We will find ou how the
neaer kinsman handles the offer of the property and levirate marriage, and hov Boazwas
enabled to marry Ruth. But first, it will be instructive to study abou the Jubilee ad haw it
relatesto land tenurein Israd.

The JubileeYear

The main passages here & Lev. 25and 27 along with Num. 36:4.

1. InLev.251-7, we seethelandisto rest every seventh yea. In addition, the yea
of Jubileewas every 50th yea (25:8-13). Each person returned to his possesson
(inheritance). The Jubileeyea was the gred leveler which al owed fairnessand
avoidance of oppressonin the eonamy of Israd (25:14-17). It was dore this
way because the land actualy belongs to God (25:23-24), nat to spedfic indi-
viduals. They “leased” it according to the productivity of the field for the number
of yeas until the Jubilee(25:16). Sincethe land was to remain fall ow for the
Sabbath yea and the jubil eeyea, and these two came badk to bad in yeas 49
and 5Q then the question would be raised, “How are we going to get enough
foodto ea?” The answer was that the Lord would “command My blessng on
you' so that the land would producein yea 48 enough for yeas 49, 50, and most
of 51 urtil the harvest could comein (25:18-22).

2. Thelev. 27:16-25 passage deds with the law of dedicated things and hawv the
yea of Jubileeplaysinto it. |sradites could dedicate their own land, or one they
were leasing, but then depending on to whom the land returns at Jubileg the
priest could keep it or not.

3. Thepassage in Numberstell s of the situation d the daughters of Zelophehad.
Recdl that in Num. 27:1-11, the five daughters of Zelophehad came to Moses
and asked him for aspedal ruling in their case sincethere were no krothersin
their family (see &so Josh. 17:3-6). This ruling gave the LORD oppatunity to
clarify how land was to be inherited in cases where famili es did na have awy di-
red line of descent. Theisauein Num. 36:4 isthat if they marry outside of their
own tribe, the land they inherited from their father would permanently be trans-
ferred ou of their home tribe to the other tribes at the yea of Jubilee In ather
words, we seethat there ae some omplicationsto the “land tenure” systemin
such spedal cases.

Connedion of Officeof Redeemer and Levirate Marr iage— vv. 1-6

Regarding the first resporsibility, that is, to redeem the land, the doser kinsman could
but was not required to buy the land. The law indicaed that he may doso (Lev. 25:25). In
fad he ayread to doit. He was generous at this point. Think abou it—if someone came up
to you ou of the blue one day and said, “Friend, I' m offering you the chanceto buy a10-
aae parcd of property. It will cost you $75000. You aredoing it to help out afamily
member.” And you say, withou a bit of hesitation, “OK, I'll dothat.” That may be abit of
astretch onyour budget, perhaps? But you are willi ng to doit.

However, when the seaondresporsibility is reveded, that is, the marriage to awoman
toraise an heir for the family, then youredize yikes, I'm aready married, | already have
kids that an inheritanceislaid ou for, and to get anather wife, have an heir, and there goes
$75000 d my inheritance out the window becauseit isinvested in the land that he will
get. It might be best for me to let someone dse dothis!” Not only that, but thiswomanisa
Moabite and you dorit know anything about her. May give you some secondthouwghts, and
if there ae ay doults, you are probably more than willi ng to let the next guy doit, who
does nat suffer such disadvantages as you da

A difficult concept to understand is how Boaz, the doser kinsman, the dders at the
gate, and all Israd ultimately, understoodthe mnredion between the redemption o land

andtheraising up d the name of the dead, Mahlon, and utimately that of his father
Elimelech as well .

Davis and Whitcomb (p. 168) say “Boaz, at this point, used somelegal skill , for
strictly spe&king, the kinsman redeemer was not resporsible to fulfill every legal obligation
of the go’el. Boaz, however, conreded the two and made one @ntingent uponthe other.”

But there may be apradicd conredionif we mnsider the five possble caes that
could have occurred with Ruth and with the property.

1. No oneredeamsthe property nor marries Ruth.

Naomi would sell the land to someone and it would return at Jubilee

2. Closer kinsman redeems property and marries Ruth.

The heir will take a dhurk of hisinheritance or Jubileemay play into it some-
how. In this and the remainder of the caes, thereisan heir thrown into the mix
that affeds the inheritance of whoever purchases the property.

3. Boazredeans property and marries Ruth.

Asit turnsout. The doser kinsman has no inheritance problems this way.

4. Closer kinsman redeans property and Boaz marries Ruth.

It seems asif Obed would get rights to the land at the Jubil eeif not before. Boaz
might even have been able to buy badk the land from the doser kinsman asiit
would utimately belong to Obed.

5. Closer kinsman marries Ruth and Boaz redeams property.

Boazdid na care much abou the property per se, but more éou helping Ruth.
He obvioudly was in love with her. The kinsman would na take this option be-
cause it would have the same problem as #2.

In every case other than #1, an heir is born, and the property ultimately goes to that
heir. Because of the mnredion between the heir and the property that the heir will i nherit,
there seamsto be aconredion between the two offices of the redeamer (redemption o
property and levirate resporsibility), at least in this case. The doser kinsman was guck
between the desire to help Naomi and Ruth bu could na. Boazhad nosuch troublle, ap-
parently had no family, and was rich enough that some lossof inheritancewould probably
be no kig ded anyway. The personal cost involved did na affed him.

Completion of the Transaction and the Sandal —vv. 7-10

It was ancient tradition to sed atransadion by transferring a sandal from one person
to the other. The person giving up the sandal was saying that he gave up hisright of re-
demption, that the exchange was completed. SeeDeut. 25:9.

Blessng of the People, Elders and Women —vv. 11-17

The people and elders at the gate pronourced a blessng on Boaz so that his house
would befull of children through Ruth (vv. 11-12). Boaz married Ruth and a short while
later they had their first child, Obed. Naomi’s friends then blessed the Lord and her for
what God hed dane (vv. 14-15, 17) and particularly wished that the dhild’s name would be
famousin Israd. And so it isl What ablessng to grandma Naomi who helps Ruth with the
raising of Obed (v. 16).

Conclusion —vv. 18-22

The end o the bodk gives us an important clue to why it isin the canon d Scrip-
ture—namely, that it gives the lineage and family history of David the king. Boaz and Ruth
are key peoplein thislineage. Some informationis not out of order to explain how Ruth, a
Moabitess cameto bein the congregation d Israd andin the kingly line, for that matter.

What beauty came out of the ashes of the period o the Judges. During that time,
“there was noking in Israd” and “everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” And let
me say this—“right” in their own eyeswas not often “right” in the eyes of God. Y et Boaz,
Ruth, and Naomi were Mosaic-Law-abiding people and they did things the godly way.
May it be so with us, dea friends.
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