Outlineof Ezra

With the book d Ezra, we return to the historicd sedion d the canonafter taking a brief

digressoninto Daniel, abookthat is primarily prophetic. In chrondogicd terms, Ezra comes
after 2 Chronicles 36:22-23; in fad, the deaeeof Cyrusfirst seen thereisrepedaed in Ezral:1-4
aswell as 6:3-5 (looking badk from alater point in history). Thisisan important deaeein
Isradite history, as it marked the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy (25:11-13, 2910). Ezra
records the initial return of Zerubbabel and Ezra, the rebuil ding of the temple, and Ezra's
reforms. Ezrais a mntemporary of the prophets Haggai and Zedhariah.

Note the foll owing historicad information:

Three Phases of Exile Three Phases of Return
605 B.C. (Dani€l) 538 B.C. (Zerubbabel)
597 B.C. (Jehoiachin) 458 B.C. (Ezra)

586 B.C. (Zedekiah) 444 B.C. (Nehemiah)

In the first phase of the return, the focus is on the rebuilding of the temple; in the second

phase, the moral rebuilding of the people; and in the third phase, the rebuilding of the city itself.

Notes
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First phase of return: Zerubbabel leadsin rebuilding of temple......1:1-6:22

A Decree of Cyrus and return of templeitems..........cccccveveneee 1:1-11
B. ROl Of FEIUMMEES......coiieeee e 2:1-70
C. Worship re-ingtituted in Jerusalem.........cccocceveeveeieseenesienseens 3:1-6
D First phase of temple re-construction, political obstacles....3:8-4:24
E Second phase of temple re-construction, more politics......5:1-6:15*
F Passover re-instituted in Jerusalem..........ccocceveevenceiceniennn, 6:16-22
Second phase of return: Ezra’S reforms .........cccceevveeneeieniennennens 7:1-10:44
A. Summary of Ezrasrolein Jerusalem .........cccocveevvienecieennnnne 7:1-10
B. Artaxerxes commission of Ezraand Ezra's thanksgiving .....7:11-28
C. ROII Of FEIUMEES.......eoieieiieeee e 8:1-14
D. Preparation of Levites returning with Ezra............cccceeueeeee. 8:15-30
E. Arrival of Ezrain Jerusalem.........ccocvevenenenenieeieneese e 8:31-36
F. EZra'sS CONfESSION ..ot 9:1-15
G. [llegal marriages diSSOIVEQ.........cccveeveevecieseee e 10:1-44

Significant verses: 7:10, 9:13.

* See Haggai and Zechariah at this point, asindicated in 5:1.

Notice that the political opposition of chapters 4-6 was the start of over 80 years of
conflict. Nehemiah suffered similar trouble (chapters 4, 6).

Why is Ezra 7:1-5 important? Hint: Correlate this passage with 2:59-63.

What kind of government was established under Ezrain 8:25-267

Ezra9 isone of the Bible's great prayers. See Nehemiah 9, Daniel 9, 1 Kings 8, John 17.
How do you explain the divorce issue present in chapter 10?



