Outline of Habakkuk

The book d Habakkuk was probably written sometime between 609and 598B.C. duing
thereign of Jehoiakim. This date best explains the identity of the wicked peoplein 1:2-4 (Jewsin
Judah), the super-power status of Babylon (which had to come dter Nabopdassar in 625B.C.),
andthefad that Josiah (reign 640609B.C.) was exempted from sedng the invasion d Babylon
(2 Kings 22:20). Verse 1:5 indicaes that the fulfillment of the judgment on Judah will be within
the prophet’s lifetime.

I. Questionand Answer Regarding Sinin Judah...............cooovvvviiinnneee. 1:1-11
A. INEFOOUCTTION......coiiiiiiiee s 11
B. Questionabou thewicked............ocevvviiieiiiiiieece e, 1.2-4
C. God' s Answer: He will use Babylonto purish Judah............ 1:5-11
LIt Will D8 ASUIPIiSE...cccievieeeeeeeeii v e e 1.5
2. Thefiercenessof Babylon.............uueeiiiiiiiiiiiiccciiin, 1.6-11
II. Questionand Answer Regarding Babylon...............ccccoeveevviveeeen. 1:12-2:20
A. Question about Babylon...............euviiiiiiiiiieeiin 11217
1. Objedionto God s appointMeNt .............eeveeiieeeeeeeeeeeerennnnns 1:12
2. How can God wse wicked to punsh more righteous?........... 1:13
3. Will the nations ever stop killi ng eat ather?................. 1:14-17
B. God s Answer: Woe to Babylon ........ccoeeeveeieiiiiiiiiiicenenn. 2:1-20
1. Habakkuk watches for the anSwer............cccuvvvvieieeeevieeneennnee. 2:1
2. Habakkuk commanded to record the answer: it isurgent.....2:2-3
3. Babyloniswicked............cccoeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 2:4-5
4. First woe: Wedth takenaway ............ooevvvviiiiiiiiiicceiiiiins 2:6-8
5. Secondwoe: What they build will it self cry for judgment .2:9-11
6. Third woe: Firewill consumetheir labor........................ 2:12-14
7. Fourth woe: Evil they dowill come onthemselves......... 2:1517
5. Fifth woe: Uselesqiess of idalS........cevvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiis 2:1820
1. Habakkuk s Prayer PSAlm ............couuviiiiiiiii i 3:1-19
A. Request to revive GOd' SWOrK.........ccooevvieieiiiiiiiiiieeen e 3.1-2
B. God s answer: A Theophany of judgment and celiverance....3:3-15
1. Description d the Theophany ...........cceeevieiniiiiiiiicececieen 3:3-4
2. Judgment resulting in natural disaster............ccccceeeeeeennnn. 3:5-11
3. Judgment resulting in netional disasters................. 3:12, 13b15
4. 15rad’ S SAVELION......cooeiiiiiiiiitee e 313a
C. Habakkuk SRESPOMSE......coooi ettt 3:16-18
1. Fear at what GodWill dO.........coooiiiiiiiiiiieeee 3:16
2.Joy in God despite CAAMILY ......evvvveeiiiiieeee e 3:17-19
Notes

o Notetheuseof Hab. 2:4inthe NT: Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11, Heb. 10:38. The seeming
varied application of the verse is an interesting interpretive problem in light of the
single meaning of any given proposition.



The surprise of 1:5ais becaise Egypt was the dominant power over Israd’s region.
Egypt would be supdanted by Babylon.

Is1:12 an oljedion a an agreament with God's appantment of Babylon as the
instrument to mete out His punshment?

The bookin genera spe&ks of anea judgment and an eventual deliveranceof Israd.
What is the answer to Habakkuk'sinitial question,i.e. “How can you use someone
more wicked than we to judge us?’

0 Habakkuk dces remgnize God's appantment of Babylon as the instrument of
judgment, but he wonders abou the fairnessof it.

0 Godsaysthat Hewill ultimately take cae of Babylontoo.

0 lItisinteresting to naethat there ae no“righteous’ nations that God can use
to judge other ones. But relative righteousness £emsto be avalid thing to talk
abou, though it is not determinative in God's choice of instrument.

Note the deep trust of the prophet in God at the end d chapter 3.



