Outline of Haggai

The book d Haggai consists of four prophetic messages from God to the leaders and
people of Israd who hed returned from the exil e. These messages center aroundthe cdl to
rebuil d the temple and the blessngs and curses that are asciated with either rebuil ding or not
doing so. The final message hasto dowith the defea of the Gentil e kingdoms which have caised
so much dfficulty for Israd over the yeas. Haggai’s name means “festive.”

I. First Message: Rebuild the Temple for the Glory of God ................ 1:1-15

A. The Setting: August 520B.C. ........coovvevviiiiiiiiircmmr e 1:1

B. The Content of the Message............cooeveiiiiiiiiiicceeeeeeiiiiaees 1:2-11

1. Disobedience of the People........covveviiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1.2-4

2. Consequences of Disobedience (Curses) ................... 1:5-6, 911

3. Cdl to Build for God s Pleasure and Glory .............ccccc...... 1.7-8

C. The People’ s Obedience and God's Stirring...............uvveeee. 1:12-15

[I. SecondMessage: Encouragement............uuvveeeeiiininsieeseeniiiniene e 2:1-9

A. The Setting: October 520 B.C........coooviiiiiieeeeeee e 2:1

B. The Comparative Question abou the Glory of the Temple......2:2-3

C. The Future Glory of the Temple in the Age of Peace.............. 2:4-9

I I g 1 o V=T o =SSR 2:10-19

A. The Setting: December 520B.C.; after Templeisdore........... 2:10

B. The Question about Principles of Clean and Unclean.......... 2:11-13

C. The Applicaion d the Principle (Why Curses).................. 2:14-17

D. Obedience Brings Reversal of Curse..........cccoeeeeevvvevveevienn, 2:1819

[V: FOUtN MESSAE. ...coeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiie e et e e e e e e e emnmn s 2:20-23

A. The Setting: Same Time athe Third Message........................ 2:20

B. Physicd and Politi cd Disturbance.............cccccevvvvvvvvviennn.. 2:21-22

C. Exaltation o Zerubbabel ... 2:23
Notes
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Noticethe number of times the "word of the LORD" or "thus sith the LORD of

hosts" or similar phrases are mentioned (27 timesin 38 \erses).
Noticethe timeline of events:

1. 538B.C. — Ezra1:1-4 — Cyrus makes a proclamation that the templeisto be
rebuilt. People return to the land.

2. 537536B.C. — Ezra 3:8 — Zerubbabel and Joshua begin to rebuild the temple.

3. 535521B.C. —Ezra4:1-5, 23— Through the reign of Cyrus until the reign of
Darius, the dforts of the people ae oppased.

4. 520B.C. — The building of the temple is apparently finished by this point.

5. 520464 B.C. — Ezra 4:6-23 — Oppasition to the work onthe dty continues
throughou the reigns of Darius (521-486B.C., 35yeas) and d Ahasuerus (485
465B.C., 20yeas).



6. 464-423 B.C. — Artaxerxes | reigns over Persia.

7. 458 B.C. — Ezrareturns to Jerusalem.

8. 444 B.C. — Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem. Opposition continues through the
building of the walls of the city. The work of God is opposed constantly
throughout the period from 535 to 444, about 90 years.

9. 433 B.C. — Nehemiah makes another trip to Jerusalem.

Notice the lack of carefor the Lord’'s temple

Earnest consideration would produce understanding that the covenant (2:5) was at

issue here. Blessing for obedience, cursing for rebellion is the general pattern of the

covenant promises of God, though ultimate fulfillment is assured because of God' s

grace.

Note the obedience of the people. God did awork on them and they did awork on

Histemple.

See Ezra 3:12-13 regarding the former glory of the temple.

Thereis a heavy note of eschatological hopein 2:6-9, 21-23. This has to be fulfilled

in the millennial kingdom.



