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Outline of Malachi 

 The book of Malachi is a message from God to the people to return to faithful practice of 

the Mosaic covenant. Malachi probably prophesied sometime during the time period 445 to 430 

B.C. about the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. He may have preached when Nehemiah was 

temporarily absent and laid the groundwork for Nehemiah’s reforms. Malachi’s name means 

“my messenger.” 

 I. Introduction .............................................................................................. 1:1 

 II. Message #1: God’s Love for Israel and Opposition to Edom ............... 1:2-5 

 III. Message #2: God’s Rebuke for Priestly Indiscretions ....................... 1:6-2:9 

  A. Summary of Dispute: No Honor for God .................................... 1:6 

  B. The Profanity of Blemished Sacrifices ................................... 1:7-14 

  C. Repentance Required from the Priests ...................................... 2:1-4 

  D. Prototype of Priests’ Responsibility.......................................... 2:5-7 

  E. God’s Rebuke for Unfaithfulness ............................................. 2:8-9 

 IV. Message #3: God’s Rebuke for Treachery/Idolatry/Divorce ............ 2:10-17 

  A. Treachery of Idolatry by Marrying Foreign Wives ............... 2:10-12 

  B. Treachery of Divorce with False Piety ................................. 2:13-17 

 VI. Message #4: Second Coming of Christ, Part 1 ..................................... 3:1-5 

  A. The Messenger and the Messiah Will Come ............................... 3:1 

  B. The Messiah will Purify the Nation .......................................... 3:2-5 

 VII. Message #5: God’s Call for Repentance ............................................. 3:6-18 

  A. God’s Message: You Have Robbed Me.................................. 3:6-12 

  B. Israel’s Reply: It is Useless to Serve God ............................. 3:13-15 

  C. God’s Answer: Reward for Those Who Fear God................ 3:16-18 

 VIII. Message #6: Second Coming of Christ, Part 2 ..................................... 4:1-6 

  A. The Sun of Righteousness Will Come, So Fear God ................ 4:1-4 

  B. Elijah Will Come in Advance to Call for Repentance .............. 4:5-6 

 

Notes 

 Notice the ties between Malachi and the Mosaic covenant. Malachi is not making up a 

new religion as some critical scholars claim; he is rather pointing Israel back to what they 

have always been required to do under the Law of Moses. 

 Mal. 4:4 calls the nation to remember the covenant, like Joshua 1:13. 

 Mal. 2:2-3 speaks of consequences to the priests because of their sin, like the curses of 

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. 

 

Timeline (Dates B.C.) 

 Zerubabbel 537-516 

 Haggai, Zechariah 520 

 Esther 483-473 

 Ezra the book 457-444 

 Nehemiah 445-433 and ~424. He 

overlapped Ezra (Nehemiah 8, 12). 

 Malachi 433-424. Some commentators 

take an early date of 450 to 457, which 

could work but seems less likely. 


