Outline of Nahum

The book d Nahum is addressed to Nineveh and also to the entire Assyrian empire of
which Nineveh was the caital city. Recdl that Jonah was ancther prophet who was told to hbring
amessage to Nineveh. Jonah was written in the ealy half of the 8th century B.C. (recdl that we
said thiswas metime between 793752B.C.). Nahum writes abou 100yeas later that
judgment that isimminent for Nineveh. Apparently their repentance under Jonah’s ministry did
not last more than aportion d the intervening century.

The date of Nahum can be locaed between 663B.C. and 612B.C. The former date
marks the fall of Thebesin Egypt to the Assyrians (3:8) and thisis used as an example by
Nahum. Further, the fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians occurred in 612.This could pu Nahum's
writing during the reigns of Manasseh (most likely), Amon, a Josiah. | think the bookwas
written ealier in that time period die to the strength of Assyria, which was in the processof
being edipsed in the 7th century by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar, i.e. later in the
century we find awegker and wedker Asg/rian powver.

Nahum’s name means comfort or consolation. The message is of no comfort to Nineveh,
obviously, but is of comfort to Judah, whose enemies will be punished thoroughly.
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Notes

o Notethat the “chief officials’ of Nineveh, as| have cdl ed them, are the merchants,
commanders, generals, shepherds, and nobes.

o Notethe phrase “l am against you.” It occursin 213 and 35.

o Thefigure “yourg lions’ represents Assyria. They were powerful like lions; now they
will be mnsumed as by lions.

o Noticethe dtributes of God, particularly thase mentioned in chapter 1.



