Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

Title: Abound in Love

Truth: God’s children abound in love toward one another and all.
Date/Location: Sunday AM, June 8, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

I. The Command: Abound in Brotherly Love (vv.9-10)

About the matter of brotherly love or familial love, Paul says he has
no need to write to them about the matter. However, contrary to
this assertion, the following four verses focus on the theme of
mutual love among brothers and sisters in Christ. So why does Paul
say such a thing? It’s not because Paul believed there was no
legitimate reason to take up the subject of love, instead, Paul gives
two reasons why he really had no need to say much about the
matter.

A. Reason #1: God Has Taught Us to Love (v.9)

B. Reason #2: The Practice of Love in the Believer’s Life (v.10)
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Il. The Caution: Don’t Exploit Brotherly Love (vv.11-12)

Paul does not leave behind the topic of mutual love in this next
section. Quite the opposite. Paul expands on the topic of brotherly
love, cautioning us of the possibility of exploiting brotherly love.
We could say that in vv.11-12 the emphasis will be on what love
for others will not allow a person to do. The possibility of taking
advantage of brotherly love is countered by three exhortations:

A. We should lead Quiet Lives (v.11a)

B. We Should Attend to Our Own Business (v.11b)

C. We Should Work with Our Own Hands (v.11c)



Paul concludes with two reasons why we should make it our ambition
to obey the above.

A. Reason #1: To Uphold a Christian Testimony (v.12a)

B. Reasons #2: To Ensure Our Needs are Met (v.12b)

Conclusion
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