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Text: 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 
Title: A Humble Appeal 
Truth: Paul asks to be able to come to Corinth with meekness to set 
things aright, instead of with a less pleasant method of divine power. 
Date/Location: Sunday July 26, 2026 at FBC 

Introduction 

Our recent focus has been on the grace of giving from chapters 8 and 
9. We looked at the Macedonians’ generous example, Christ’s 
ultimate example, the diligent example of Titus, the careful way 
the offering was handled, and many principles of Christian giving 
including the idea that God blesses giving, and giving creates 
blessing. 

Join me in taking a deep breath and resetting your thinking from that 
topic to a completely different one. The apostle Paul shifts gears in 
the letter with an impassioned plea to the church in Corinth. He is 
making an appeal in the next four chapters so that when he visits 
them in the near future, he can avoid having to use a heavy hand 
to correct what is wrong in the church. 

And there are some things wrong. Some have offered heavy criticism 
of him personally, including a strong ad hominem attack about his 
manner of interaction with them. Some are undermining his 
apostleship. There was at least one unrepentant brother in the 
church who had been highly critical of Paul. There had been 
someone previously who was guilty of sexual immorality with a 
family member. There were others who were suing their brothers. 
There was division in the church and mishandling of the Lord’s 
supper. There was self-focused and unloving use of spiritual gifts.  

In the upcoming chapters, Paul does not focus on all the above issues 
but instead selects those concerning himself and his apostolic 
credentials. 

I. A Humble Appeal Based on a Mistaken Idea, v. 1-2 

A. Background. Some of the Corinthians criticize Paul for big talk while 
he is far away, but timid talk when he is in person. You can easily 
imagine a person who is like this. But the Corinthians were 
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mistaking Paul’s meekness and gentleness for weakness and 
timidity. It was they who were wrong, not their church-planting 
evangelist friend. 

B. Paul continues his preferred method—with the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ—to write to the Corinthians and appeal to 
them through the Spirit. He does not want to use a hard-driving 
approach to get things finally corrected in Corinth, though he 
expects he might have to because it has taken too many letters 
and visits already. Instead, he wants to be forbearing in the midst 
of unfair treatment. He will not seek revenge or be bitter or angry. 
He wants to be lenient, very loving, and see the Spirit of God work 
in the hearts of the people to repent. He does not want to have to 
put people out of the church or perhaps humiliate them in their 
folly. 

C. Paul turns their criticism around. Instead of being timid when 
present and bold when absent, he is writing “timidly” when absent 
and will be bold when present if he has to! If forced to, he will be 
full of courage, confident, certain. He will use his apostolic 
authority and power along with the truth of the gospel to take 
down whatever thought process or philosophy is driving the false 
teachers and those whose minds they have captured. 

II. Another Mistaken Idea: Worldly Methods, v. 2b-4a 

A. The first mistaken idea was that some thought Paul was timid and 
weak when he was actually being kind. A second mistaken idea is 
that Paul was using worldly or fleshly weapons. He was just a 
manipulator or a smooth talker or something. 

B. Paul is going to respond to this. Is Paul being petty to respond? 
Should he just take it on the chin? Before we pile on in criticism of 
the apostle, first realize that this is not just a matter of personal 
honor for Paul. This has to do with the gospel. If his apostleship is 
undermined, if his teaching is attacked, if his methods are 
criticized, then the gospel itself is under attack because he is 
Christ’s chosen representative bringing the good news to the 
Gentile world of the Mediterranean. This is far more than personal. 
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C. Paul disclaims worldly standards and methods and power. The 
weapons Paul uses are not carnal weapons or according to the 
ways of the world. These things are activities of the flesh 
ineffectual for godly results. They include lying, gossip, 
maneuvering and manipulation, contention, jealousy, hypocrisy. It 
could be selfishness, dissension, heresy, envy. Basically, look at 
politics in government. Look at politics in organizations and even, 
sadly, in churches, and you will see worldly methods and ways of 
using power. 

III. Divine Power, v. 4b-6 

A. Paul can be as “bold” as needed to get the job done. The power he 
can wield is partly as an apostle and partly the power possessed by 
any other minister of the gospel by virtue of the gospel itself (not 
the person of the minister).  

1. On the apostolic side though, remember Galatians 2:11 when he 
confronted Peter, of all people? Or do you remember when he 
struck a man with blindness for a season (Acts 13:10-11) or 
when he cast out a fortune-telling demon (Acts 16:18)? As a 
specially appointed representative of Jesus, he could do some 
things that are not normal.  

2. But he also carried with him in his frail clay vessel the power of 
the gospel (2 Cor. 4:7-11). We share this with him. This power, 
in the word of God—which is our Bible today—has as its end or 
purpose the pulling down of metaphorical strongholds.  

B. His weapons are mighty in God, unlike worldly methods (above). 
They are spiritual, from God, mighty, effectual. They include the 
fruit of Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. These are powerful things. 
These weapons include things like the armor of God—truth, 
righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation, the word of God, prayer. 
Primarily I think though Paul is speaking of the powerful word of 
God which is sharp and incisive and convicting (Heb. 4:12). 

 They are divinely powerful for the work of God in this world. 
Remember when Jesus said He will build the church and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it? The gospel will prevail to win 
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people out of Hell’s virtual grasp and bring them into the light of 
God.  

C. Paul uses a war metaphor to convey the power of his weaponry. 
What he has, and what we have, can demolish, capture, and 
punish. Apostolic authority and the word of God is like an army 
that comes, besieges a fortress, knocks down its walls, captures its 
inhabitants, and punishes the evildoers. Paul follows this order in 
verses 5-6. There are three steps or parts of this demolishing 
process which follow the war metaphor. 

1. Step one is to demolish or take down arguments and 
pretentious thoughts that the unbelieving mind raises against 
the knowledge of God. (That knowledge is eternal life, by the 
way.) People hide behind their “walls” of thought. They build up 
their atheistic, scientific, philosophic walls, and crouch behind 
them for protection from the convicting truth of the gospel. In 
this case, some of the Corinthians were hiding in a stronghold 
that was opposed to the gospel of the grace of Christ and the 
work of Paul as Christ’s representative. 

 We know some things that were going on in Corinth, but we do 
not know all the ins and outs of the situation, because Paul does 
not explain them. Imagine some Judaizers who came in and said 
that Paul was preaching a free-grace kind of theology: sin with 
impunity, and God will forgive. That did happen to Paul 
elsewhere (see Romans 6:1). The false teacher might go on to 
say then that Paul was an unreliable teacher, that he brought a 
questionable message, that he could not be right, because 
“obviously you have to do good works and keep the law and be 
circumcised to be right with God.” If this were so, they had set 
up a carefully thought-out ideology that seems right to the 
sinful mind because human nature is self-centered. It does not 
want to admit it is incapable or unrighteous. 

 That argument against the gospel of the grace of God will not 
stand up to the truth. Paul can confidently, boldly, courageously 
assert the gospel truth in the face of the false theology. 

2. A second piece of the spiritual battle is to capture thoughts and 
people’s souls attached to those thoughts, so they become 
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obedient to Christ. This happens when your mind comes to 
realize that Jesus is the Lord of our thoughts. We are not the 
lord, even though we fancy ourselves to be lord of our own lives 
and minds. We tend to like to obey ourselves and our own 
desires. But Christianity tells us that we need to come under the 
real Lord of all, Jesus the Messiah. He arose from the dead after 
lovingly dying for us and was by that resurrection declared to be 
the Son of God with divine power. We are told to trust in Him to 
be saved because He is known now by all as Lord and Christ. 
Even the principalities and powers know this. He ascended into 
Heaven and is seated at the right hand of God at this very 
moment, awaiting to return to earth as King and Judge. 

3. The third part of the spiritual warfare (in Corinth specifically) 
was to punish those who refuse to toe the line and continue 
instead to cause division and false teaching. Paul will do this 
once the other Corinthians have settled themselves with these 
truths, that is, when their obedience is fulfilled. Then it will be 
clear who belongs to which faction. 

 What is the nature of the punishment Paul speaks about? It is 
not corporal or physical in any way. We cannot in Christ 
advocate killing others who disagree with our doctrine! Nor can 
we force “conversion” on someone by re-education 
(communism) or the power of the sword (Islam).  

 The punishment matches the nature of the church as a spiritual 
entity. The means is removal from the church and from its 
spiritual and communal benefits. See 1 Tim. 1:20 and 1 Cor. 5:3-
5. Putting the person out in the world where they seem to fit 
better is the appropriate punishment. This ought to be scary, 
but sadly it is not fearful for those who are unsaved or walking 
in sin, because they like the world despite its deadly spiritual 
danger. 

IV. Some Applications 

A. Trying to “fix” your family or church or society cannot be rightly 
done using carnal means. It will not work and it certainly will not 
please God. 



 6  

B. Carnal means are used often in our world, with some effect in 
some cases, with little effect in many cases, and with no saving or 
transforming effect in all cases. None of these are pleasing to God: 
following the “laws of power,” or techniques to win friends and 
influence people for selfish purposes, or political mudslinging (I 
define that as misrepresenting the truth, not legitimate criticisms), 
or manipulation, gaslighting, guilt-tripping, or angry outburst. This 
includes the use of some of those techniques in a religious 
context—excessive reliance on emotional feelings, cultish 
practices, shunning, and religious threat-making. These are not 
divinely powerful for bringing about change. Recognize that fact 
and cease the use of these foolish and worldly means. 

C. In all of history there have been plenty of arguments and 
pretentious thoughts against God. Today we have evolution and 
scientism which are prominent. There are philosophical systems 
like agnosticism and atheism. There are false religious systems that 
make a case for another god, which is not another in fact, but only 
in imagination or demonically empowered. 

D. The gospel and the truth of the Word of God come with divine 
power automatically whenever you faithfully and truthfully share 
it. The gospel is the power of God to salvation. The coherent 
system of thought based on Christian theism and divine revelation 
can stand up to any argument, any high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, any philosophical fortress, and any 
scientific speculation. You do not have to fear that you will be 
“intellectually naked” when faced with some objection to our faith. 

E. This section is often used, and I think correctly so, in the context of 
Christian apologetics. It gives confidence to the evangelist and 
defender of the faith that God’s word is powerful and can stand up 
to any criticism levied against it. We need not fear unbelief. 

Conclusion 

How does Paul want to come to the Corinthian church? On this third 
visit, Paul asks to come to the Corinthians with meekness, if 
possible, but if necessary, he will come with divine power.  
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None of us have the apostolic authority that Paul had. So, we cannot 
promise to mop things up quite like Paul. However, the word of the 
gospel which we have—the same as what Paul had—is no less 
divinely powerful and can accomplish great things in the face of 
exalted pretentions and ideological fortresses that humanity and 
the evil one have set up against the knowledge of God. Eventually 
every knee will bow and confess Jesus as Lord, and God as God. 
Then every sinful reasoning and proud thought that rises against 
God will be put down, and God will be all in all. 

I wonder, are your thoughts “captive,” obedient to Christ? Or do you 
have some exalted thoughts pushing back against God, some 
arguments against Him? I encourage you to get yourself and your 
thinking lined up in obedience to Him now by repenting of your 
elevated thoughts of self and degraded thoughts about God. Call 
unto Him and He will save you. 

 MAP 


