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Introduction

Mothers have a critical role, and Scripture gives plenty of warrant for
recognizing their importance in society and in the faith.

Eve is called the mother of all living. Sarah, a mother who initially
laughed at the prospect of having children, eventually embraced
the idea by faith and bore Isaac and was the mother of the
nation of Israel. In fact, God promised she would be “a mother
of nations” (NKJV). Jochebed was the mom of Aaron and Moses,
who had the faith to hide Moses for three months and then by
faith put him out in the river and saw him adopted into
Pharaoh’s family. Hannah grieved that she could not have
children but God granted her Samuel, who with strong faith she
gave back to the Lord and he became a mighty force for good in
Israel. There is Samson’s mother who helped to raise him as a
Nazirite. Ruth is in the line of the Messiah. She came to Israel
and embraced the faith of her mother-in-law Naomi. Deborah
was a “mother in Israel” and she helped to defeat Jabin king of
Canaan and Sisera because she trusted in God.

We could not leave off our list Mary, the mother of Jesus, nor
Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, both of whom
exercised great faith in believing the promises of God and being
obedient to Him.

In most of these cases, the mother played an integral role not just in
birthing their children, but more importantly in raising them for
God. They had the privilege to talk to them about the Lord and sing
to them the songs of the faith and read to them Scripture and
prepare them for a life of service to God. A mom’s role is so
worthwhile and so precious that | feel compelled to bring it to your
attention as an encouragement to you to do the same and not to
grow weary in doing the difficult “in the trenches” work of being a
mom.



I. The Story of Timothy’s Mom and Grandma, and Timothy

A. Despite being in prison and nearing his death, Paul gives thanks at
the remembrance of Timothy because of Timothy's genuine faith—
which Paul is convinced is real—and because of Timothy's godly
heritage passed down from his mom and grandma. His mother and
grandmother were faithful Jewish women who became Christians
shortly after the faith was disclosed to the wider world after the
resurrection of Christ.

B. It is likely that Lois and Eunice became Christians during Paul’s first
missionary journey (approximately 46-49 AD) when he visited
Lystra and Derbe, cities full of idolatry (Acts 14:8-23). If so, he
would know them well as early converts under his ministry and
they too would share a precious memory of Him as the one who
led them to Jesus Christ. You may recall that it was at Lystra that
Paul was stoned nearly to death. He circled back over the cities in
the reverse order of the way he came, reminding them that
through many tribulations we must enter God’s kingdom. He
strengthened them in the faith, organized churches with elders,
and prayed with them before departing, eventually going on to
Antioch to report on ministry progress.

C. Details about these new churches are unknown, but they
nourished the faith of Grandma Lois and Mom Eunice, and Timothy
as well. Undoubtedly these assemblies were fairly small, not well
regarded in the wider community, but they were nevertheless
outposts of God’s work in the world, and they made a great deal of
difference in the lives of their members.

D. By the time Paul came around the second time in Acts 16:1-3,
Timothy was a young man. In fact, men in the Lystra and Iconium
churches took note of the godliness of young Timothy and
recommended him to Paul as a ministry assistant (Acts 16:1-3).

Acts 16:1-3 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a
certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain
Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek. 2He was
well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium.
3 Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and
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circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region,
for they all knew that his father was Greek.

E. We learn in 2 Timothy 3:14-15 that already in his youth Timothy
had been well grounded in the Scriptures, which consisted of only
the Old Testament at the time of his childhood.

2 Timothy 3:14-15 But you must continue in the things which you
have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you
have learned them, 1> and that from childhood you have known
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Because of the timing of Paul’s second missionary journey just a
few years after the beginning of the first journey, and Timothy’s
age being old enough to leave home and minister with Paul, it
seems that mom and grandma were instilling Biblical virtues into
Timothy before they themselves came to faith in Christ. They
believed the revelation of God that they had, and they were
serious about promoting it to the next generation. This revelation
made them wise, ready for salvation in Christ Jesus, just as it did
for Timothy. The Old Testament Law and narrative functioned as
guardian or tutor to bring them to Christ. If that is the case in your
life—that you have been given God’s word from a young age—
count it a blessing because it has given you a wisdom beyond your
years.

F. They most likely did not even have an Old Testament in their home.
What they knew of it was from what they heard read and
explained in the synagogue services and other experiences that
they had with God’s people. Their access to the word of God was
miniscule compared to what we have access to today.

G. It turned out that he was the perfect candidate to help Paul. He
became a special representative of the apostle, with assignments
in various places like Berea, greater Macedonia, Corinth, Philippi,
Thessalonica, Ephesus, and apparently even in Rome.

By the time of Paul’s writing 2 Timothy, it had been about 34 years
since the resurrection of Jesus and the beginning of the Christian
faith. By now, Timothy had been a Christian for nearly 20 years.
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Il. Lesson We Learn from Lois and Eunice

Moms, and dads too for that matter: what do we learn from the
example of Lois and Eunice? By God’s grace, what did they do that
God can help us to do too?

A. Make sure you have genuine faith, like Timothy and his mom and
grandma. Since it was Paul who brought the message of faith in
Jesus to Timothy’s family, here are some Bible verses that show
what Paul taught them:

Acts 26:20 [l declared] that they should repent, turn to God, and
do works befitting repentance.

A more extended passage on the gospel is Acts 13:26-39.

If you are unsure if you have genuine faith in God, then you likely
do not. And if you do not, | beg of you to consider your spiritual life
at this very moment. God is right now inviting you moms and dads
and young people and older ones to have genuine faith in Jesus
Christ. Through his life and death and resurrection, He is perfectly
adequate in His person and work to provide you with forgiveness,
righteousness, and eternal life. In other words, Christ is sufficient
so that there is nothing else that you or | need to “do” in order to
achieve a right standing with God. All you have to “do” is to believe
in Christ, that is to understand the information about Him, assent
to it that it is true, and trust in Him with our mind and heart.

Acts 16:30-31 what must | do to be saved?” 3! So they said,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and
your household.”

John 20:30-31 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 3! but these
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

B. Make sure you know God’s word. You cannot pass on what you
have learned if you have not learned it. Most of us, and | think
almost all of you hearing this sermon, can learn. You learn many
things about whatever you like, so you can learn Scripture too.

Knowing the Word of God is how we know God and how we know
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Christ. We cannot know Him apart from that, as if through some
mystical means or intuition. We must know the word of God.

Faith in Jesus will make you hungry for the word of God. If you are
not hungry, then you are sick. And if you are sick, the way to health
is to trust the Lord, and even take in the word when you do not
“feel like it.” It will strengthen your soul.

A definite plan of study helps. “I’'m going to read through the
entire Bible in the next year.” How: 3.25 chapters every day, or
about 23 chapters a week. | am going to study the book of Acts by
listening to my pastor’s podcast series on it. Or | am going to take
an online course or an in-person course to help me stay on track.
Or | am going to attend one more service at the church per week
and soak up everything | can from the Bible and from talking to
other Christians. | am going to put down a novel that | am reading
in order to make it happen. | am going to send my young people to
Bible college for at least a year to get a concentrated dose of the
truth. God will be pleased with those decisions!

C. Make sure you are continuing in God’s word. Knowing the faith in
terms of content is one thing but believing and obeying it and
walking with God is another thing. Knowing the faith intellectually
is not the same as living it. Reading all the books in the world on
welding or repairing cars or preparing a budget or defending
someone in court or programming a computer or remodeling a
bathroom are not quite like doing those things in real life.

The same goes for Scripture—knowing the facts is not the same as
actually experiencing God’s forgiveness, actually forgiving
someone, or being patient with them in real life, or following their
lead when you do not think the situation to be just perfect, or
sacrificing finances for the work of God, or spending less time
doing other things so you can read Scripture, or actually praying
for your enemies (or just praying at all), or suffering for the sake of
Jesus or telling someone about Jesus. These are things that you do
when you are really following Jesus.

Continuing in the word has a wider impact: it touches all who

observe your life. Paul says in 2 Timothy 3: “knowing from whom

you have learned them.” Your children and others will see the kind
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of person you are and there will be a kind of credibility about the
truth (or an incredibility about it if you live poorly).

D. Make sure you are passing on the truth to your children so that
they can be wise for salvation. This is what Eunice and Lois did for
Timothy. It probably was hard at times, especially if his father was
not supportive of his religious education. All fathers should be
concerned with this as of first priority for their family. But mom
and grandma filled the vacuum and helped Timothy. They at least
took him faithfully to the synagogue to hear the Word of the Lord
read and proclaimed. They spoke of it while they worked around
the home and as they went out and came back in. There are all
kinds of ways to show that God is first place in your life, that you
believe in the resurrection of the dead, that the eternal future is
important, not just the present.

A child may end up taking the path of the fool, but your hands are
clean, so to speak, if you have diligently taught God’s ways. We
trust God and wait on Him to bring the wandering ones back to the
truth.

E. By the way, if you do not have children or do not presently have
children in your home, you can still help the mothering (or
fathering) mission. You can pray for younger parents. You can give
them a break by watching their kids. You can teach a Sunday
school class. You can mentor and encourage.

Conclusion

| know you experience the weariness of being a mother with young
children. Maybe you know the grief of knowing children not
walking with the Lord.

But | pray you will experience the joy of children brought back around
to the wisdom of the Bible, and children who grow up to bring you
great happiness in your older years. May your children be wise,
bringing you gladness (Prov. 10:1, 15:20, 23:25). May you cherish
the opportunity to be a mother or a father, or to have a mother or
father, or to help some mothers and fathers with their children.
May God bless you mothers on this day of recognition.

MAP



