Text: Acts 16:13-15

Title: Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi

Truth: God opens the heart of the person who gets saved in order that they may
heed the things of God.

Date/Location: Wednesday August 28, 2013 and August 28, 2024 at FBC (same
date by pure coincidence, not designed!)

Introduction

Earlier, Paul and Silas added Timothy to their team and were led by God'’s
Spirit to go to Macedonia, across the sea into Europe. We pick up the
narrative as the team serves the Lord in the Macedonian colony named
Philippi.

l. Finding People, v. 13

A. Sabbath. Perhaps Paul and the team had to work on work days, and had
more time on the Sabbath to minister the gospel.

B. They went to a place where people customarily met for prayer. If this is
all the religious activity going on there, it is a fairly dark place. Luke does
not report anything about a synagogue in the city. Perhaps there was no
synagogue (see v. 20 for potential prejudice against Jews, which is how
residents of the city simplistically labeled Paul’s team). No synagogue is
mentioned in the whole chapter, and in 17:1 we read that in
Thessalonica there was a synagogue of the Jews, so it seems that Luke
would have mentioned it in Philippi had there been one. If there were no
Jewish religious presence there, that would indicate it was a city with
very little witness about the true God.

C. Some women were there. They came “customarily,” which is indicative
that they had regular prayer and cared enough to have a prayer time on
a regular schedule. Sadly, there were no men present or leading the
group. Somewhat ironically, a man appeared in a vision to Paul and this
led the team to go to Macedonia, but when they arrived there, no men
were to be found amongst those seeking the true God! Sometimes
women are more interested in spiritual things than men, or more willing
to admit their need than men are. So, Paul, Silas, and Timothy sat down
with the women and began to engage them in conversation.

D. Application: Do you know a group of people that are interested in
spiritual things? They have a sense of God, but it is coupled with
ignorance? How about you go to their meeting and talk to them?!

All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1



Il. One of the Women - Lydia, v. 14

A. From Thyatira — a city near the region called Asia (southwest Asia Minor).
It is 50 miles from the Mediterranean, east of Athens, south of Istanbul,
and is known today as Akhisar (white castle). According to Acts 16:6, she
is from the region Asia where God prohibited Paul from preaching! So he
was able to minister to a person from there anyway.

B. Thyatira was a city along a travel route from Pergamum to Thyatira to
Sardis to Philadelphia to Hierapolis, to Laodicea and Colossae. This is the
area where Paul could not take the gospel yet. We know from Revelation
2 and 3 that there would eventually be churches in these cities. See
Revelation 2:18-29 about the church that later existed in this city.

C. Seller of purple. She was a business woman. She did not necessarily make
purple fabric or the dye for it, but she did travel and market it.

Wikipedia reported this back in 2013: “In classical times, Thyatira stood
on the border between Lydia and Mysia. It was famous for its dyeing and
was a center of the indigo trade. Among the ancient ruins of the city,
inscriptions have been found relating to the guild of dyers in the city.
Indeed, more guilds are known in Thyatira than any other contemporary
city in the Roman province of Asia (inscriptions mention the following:
wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-
workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths).”?

D. Lydia worshipped God. She was already a God-fearer but apparently not
a convert to the Jewish religion and certainly not yet to Jesus Christ
because she probably had not heard of him (or if she had, it may have
been in a bad light). She was in a prayer meeting and had some
knowledge of God beyond just the innate sense carried within all human
beings. She seems to have traveled some and somewhere along the way
encountered the Hebrew Scriptures (OT) or Jewish people.

E. While in this state, God opened her heart to heed the things spoken by
Paul. This means that when Paul spoke the gospel, God illuminated her
mind, opened her heart, saved her, gave her new spiritual life, forgave
her, etc. She became saved in the Christian sense of that word. She had
not been a Christian up to that point because she evidently did not know
of Christ (Paul preached Christ in his missionary journeys) and His
substitutionary work and the Holy Spirit.

1 The text is somewhat different, but the same in substance as of 8/27/2024. See
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thyatira
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We understand that a work of God upon one’s heart (or mind, if you will)
is necessary for a person to be saved. He opened her heart “to heed.”

F. To heed means to be attentive, to pay attention. It is the opposite of
heedless which means to be inconsiderate or thoughtless. Lydia became,
by God’s grace, attentive to the things of God.

G. God is the first cause here, not the person. Luke makes it clear that he
and Paul understood the transformation in Lydia’s life was because God
was the first mover. God sent Paul, Silas, and Timothy. Lydia was not
expecting them. They spoke the good news to her. God opened her eyes
(synonymous with opening her heart) and then she believed.

H. Application: has God opened your heart to the message of Jesus?

I. Application: As you make an honest self evaluation, do you think you are
attentive to the things of God? Do you heed the word of God? Do you
not only say you care about it, but actually care about it?

Ill. Baptism and the Immediate Fruit of Hospitality, v. 15

A. Lydia was almost immediately baptized. This means she was immersed in
water as a symbol of her salvation and washing from sin, and as a way to
publicly identify with the death, burial, resurrection of Christ.

B. Her household was baptized. We understand this to mean that every
member of her household was saved first because that is the order—God
opens the heart to salvation, and then baptism. It makes no sense to
baptize someone to symbolize a cleansing they have not experienced, a
salvation they do not have, and an identification that they cannot
identify with.

So her family followed her in the faith, and then they were baptized. If
there were very small children in the home, they automatically fall into a
special category of “they cannot understand yet, but hopefully they willl”
If they were older, they would have believed as well and been baptized
upon profession of faith in Christ. If you do not guard this text this way,
then you are wide open for infant salvation. It is likely there were no
infants in her home—none are mentioned.

C. Lydia was immediately set to offer housing to the missionary guests. In
fact, the text says that she “begged” them, insisting on her offer of
hospitality. As a woman of means, she had accommodations suitable for
them. It probably did not take a whole lot of persuading, but some.

Undoubtedly, she quickly learned what they were doing and that they
needed low-cost accommodations. They did not end up staying there
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many nights because they had a jail stay and then quickly left the colony
(friendly place, huh?) After jail they stopped back at Lydia’s place before
leaving town.

D. Lydia makes a great statement that reveals her heart — “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord...”

Would Paul judge Lydia? Horror of horrors (I speak sarcastically). She is
saying that she supposes Paul considers her to be a true believer now
and a good candidate to offer hospitality.

Note the humble self-examining servant’s heart of this woman. She is not
just a businesswoman; now she is a generous, saved individual who cares
about being faithful to Christ.

Conclusion

Let us pray for some (more) Lydias in Ann Arbor to come to the knowledge
of God and be added to Fellowship Bible Church.
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