Text: Acts 16:6-12

Title: Divine Guidance

Truth: God guided the missionary team where He wanted them. He guides His
people today too, just not with the same supernatural means.

Date/Location: Wednesday August 21, 2013 and 8/14/2024 at FBC

Introduction

The title contrasts the situation with providential or ordinary divine
guidance.

There were three distinct geographical areas about which God guided the
missionary team: two with a “no” and one “yes” that came out of
“nowhere.”

They first traveled to the areas near where they had ministered before:
Phrygia and Galatia. They were sharing the results of the Jerusalem
council, no doubt speaking the gospel message as they went,
strengthening the disciples, helping train leaders, reminding the churches
of sound doctrine, and helping the churches to grow.

Multiple churches eventually existed in Galatia but fell away from the gospel
of God's grace (see Paul’s letter to the Galatians).

I. Do not preach in Asia, v. 6

Interestingly, Paul had set out to “go back and visit our brethren in every
city where we have preached the word of the Lord” (15:36). This work
was done, so they were extending their reach into new areas.

A. The Holy Spirit prevented Paul and Silas from going to Asia, the west side
and southwest corner of Asia Minor. This prevention is described using a
strong word: forbidden or "keep from happening, hinder, prevent,
forbid.”

B. For some reason which we do not know and which the Spirit did not
share, God’s Holy Spirit prevented the missionaries from going to this
area of Asia Minor. In other words, if they had gone into that area, it
would have been explicitly against the will of God—even for them to
preach the gospel there! We can only speculate that God knew
something bad would happen, or something more needful was about to
materialize. We can be thankful for God’s guidance in this kind of
situation because we never know what evil or calamity we avoid, or what
better thing arises.
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C. It would also be interesting to know how He accomplished this
prevention. Was it by means of a dream? By other direct revelatory
means? The text does not say so, whereas it does explain about the
vision in verses 9-10, so | would guess that there was not a dream or
vision or other “direct means. Perhaps Luke records it this way because
the circumstances were unusual in some way, or the blockade was clear
in what was happening. Perhaps there was some governmental reason
they could not go. In any case, it was the hand of God that prevented
them.

D. Notice how after this happened, they did not quit entirely. One closed
door does not mean life is over!

Il. Do not preach in Bithynia, v. 7

A. Again, Paul and Silas came to a region called Mysia and were at the
border of another region called Bithynia, instead of permitting them to
go northeast into this new area (which contains the modern-day
Istanbul), the Spirit of the Lord indicated they were not allowed to do
that either.

B. This had to be a blow. They wanted to do a good work, and for whatever
reason they could not.

C. Again, why would God forbid? The team’s safety would be in question?
The timing was not right? The people’s hearts were not yet ready? Why
is it that God told them not to preach? Does not that go against the great
commission? This text may bring you the same kind of feeling you get
when you read Matthew 10:5 where the Lord commanded the disciples
not to go to the Samaritans. He had infinitely wise and good reasons for
this, but He did not reveal them.

D. Do you trust the Lord has the wisdom needed to make a call like this?
Will you obey Him even if you do not understand Him or His ways?

E. The team continued moving through Mysia and came to the next logical
place, a city called Troas on the far west coast of Asia Minor (Tilrkiye).

lll. Preach in Macedonia, v. 8-10

A. Here’s a part of the reason God redirected the team of evangelists—the
gospel needed to move north and west into Europe, and it had to happen
now because, as we will see, God would soon open the heart of Lydia
and the Philippian jailer to receive Christ and a new church would be
born there.



B. They moved in the direction that seemed available, toward the west and
the seacoast at Troas.

C. Perhaps Paul had a sense of anticipation, wondering when the Spirit of
God would say "yes" to an area where He wished for them to go. This
would mean people to whom they could minister!

| wonder if we ever have a sense of anticipation at what God might do in
our lives or ministries?

D. The anticipation was over when Paul saw a vision in the night (likely a
dream) that he interpreted to be from God. He was right as to the
dream’s origin, but almost all dreams are not sent by God. They are of
our own manufacture. In fact, all of our dreams today are that way. But
there is coming a day again when the old men of God will dream what
appear to be revelatory dreams.

E. The dream was of a man of Macedonia calling for help in their region. The
help was obviously gospel help, and the team concluded that God must
be calling them to evangelize the people there. They set in motion a plan
to get there and began immediately to implement that plan.

F. There is no need for a dream today to induce someone to gospel ministry
in a particular location. Pretty much, you can put on a blindfold, throw a
dart at a map, and anywhere it lands will be a place that could use gospel
help. There may be a church there already that you can assist with
outreach. What church would not like to have a few more evangelists
among their membership? Or if there is no church there, and you are
gifted at evangelism and preaching and pastoring, you could plant a
church there.

IV. Travel to Philippi in Macedonia, v. 11-12

A. Verses 11-12 are a travel log. They departed Troas by ship to Samothrace,
then Neapolis, and then to Philippi, a leading city in that region and a
Roman colony.

B. What is a Roman colony? This only time the Bible uses the English word
colony. It is a city or town outside Italy whose inhabitants enjoyed special
political privileges (BDAG). ISBE relates that it received the same status
as Italian cities. They had municipal self-governance and were exempt
from poll and land taxes.

C. Apparently, they arrived mid-week and stayed a number of days there.
Then it was the Sabbath day.



V. God’s Guidance

A. The passage urges upon us the whole question of God's guidance. We do
not receive guidance by the Spirit openly speaking, or physically
preventing us from doing something. In fact, notice that the text does
not say how Paul received the direction from God's Spirit. It may have
been an audible voice just like other times.

B. It would be a good thing if the Spirit did prevent us from doing some of
the stupid stuff we do.

But in this passage, He was preventing the team from doing something
good, that is, evangelism and church planting. It would also be a good
thing if we were so busy doing the things of God that, supposing we were
about to make a wrong turn while trying to do a good ministry, that the
Spirit would prevent that from happening too.

C. We already said above that do not receive guidance in dreams. Dreams
are sleeping thoughts, tainted by sin just like our waking thoughts are,
and in need of comparison to the Word of God to see if they are valid,
true, and wise.

D. We must make decisions, and we ought to pray over those decisions,
seek godly counsel, search the Scripture, and before all of that, know the
Scriptures well. These normal means are the ways that God uses today to
guide His people.

It is also true that circumstances may seem to dictate that a course of
action is presently imprudent or is necessary. We can attribute those
things to God in the sense that God permitted or arranged them to be
the case in ways that would redirect us to His planned outcome.

Conclusion

Setting aside the details about divine guidance, this passage is a great
reminder about being busy in the Lord’s work, even if it is difficult, and
sometimes disappointing, and uncertain, and flexibility is required. Going
about wherever you can, teaching God’s word, encouraging Christians,
strengthening the churches, and trying to reach new people.
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