
All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1 

Text: Acts 17:10-15 
Title: Evangelizing Berea 
Truth: Christians should be just as energetic in their examination of the 
Scriptures as the Bereans were. 
Date/Location: Wednesday 9/25/2013 and 9/25/2024 at FBC 
 

Introduction 

The missionary endeavor has already covered hundreds of miles and many 
cities, and now they move on to yet another place to preach Christ. 

I. Sent to Berea, v. 10 

A. At night to avoid problems with the mob. 

B. Distance: From modern Thessaloniki to Veria/Veroia (Berea) is about 39 
miles as the crow files. The driving distance is about 72 km, or almost 45 
miles and over 50 minutes by modern car. That is a long night journey. 

C. It is not a surprise that Paul and Silas first went to the synagogue. 

II. The Character of the Synagogue Members, v. 11 

A. Fair-minded. BDAG defines this word as “pert. to having the type of 
attitude ordinarily associated with well-bred persons, noble-minded, 
open-minded.” These people were not obnoxious; they were self-
controlled and able to handle new information without going crazy. 
These kinds of people are mentioned in 1 Cor. 1:26 and Luke 19:12. They 
were opposite of the “lewd fellows of the baser sort” (17:5, KJV) which 
are also called “some of the evil men from the marketplace.” These Jews 
were not the kind to cause a problem with Paul. 

 Today, we have a lot of people who do not behave in a fair-minded way. 
They have been trained to be triggered, offended, activist-types, know-it-
alls. This comes from a heavy dose of pride. We need humility from 
above, not wisdom from below (James 3:14-18).  

 I have noted even among Christians a tendency to not be fair minded. I 
was just speaking with someone who told me about another person who 
was upset about something they thought that I meant by what I said. But 
I did not say it, and a fair-minded hearing of what I said would reveal 
that. In this particular situation, I was stating some high-level statistical 
information about some culture issues. Instead of hearing them as high-
level stats, a person heard them as attacks on every person who was in a 
certain condition related to those statistics. Advice: Stop. Listen. Review. 
Think. Ask if the person who is speaking is known to be evil or rather has 
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a pattern of being decent. In love, think about what the person is saying. 
Ask them honest questions of clarification, but do not ask leading 
questions or paint them into a corner with “gotcha” type questions or 
assume they are attacking you in some indirect fashion. 

B. Receptive. The Bereans also were receptive to the word with all 
readiness. They had a mindset of willingness, eagerness, goodwill. There 
was an absence of prejudice; they were exceptionally willing; interested, 
ready to listen. They accepted what Paul was saying. They were not 
primed to be negative, contrarian, with the “cannot listen to something 
new” attitude. Paul brought legitimately new information about Jesus 
that they had not heard or considered before. 

 You may hear some detail or area of teaching in the Christian faith that 
you have not heard, but today there is no genuinely new information 
from God. A seasoned pastor will be able to help you know if what you 
are hearing is way off base or just a “variation” that is not a huge deal. 

C. Spiritually inquisitive: They searched the Scriptures every day. They did 
not just passively listen. They put action to their listening. They 
examined. They engaged in careful study of the questions before them 
about the necessity of Christ’s suffering and death and his identity as the 
Messiah. They thought about what they were hearing. It did not pass in 
one ear and out the other. They wanted to figure out whether what Paul 
was saying was sensible, true, and matched what they already knew to 
be true. 

 This general approach is required of all of God’s people throughout the 
ages. Who are false prophets and who are true? The question is raised in 
Deuteronomy 13:3 (whole chapter), 18:21-22, 1 John 4:1. 

 This attitude is lost on many today, particularly critics of the Bible in 
various fields (historical, textual or theological). Many come to the Bible 
expecting to find a fight right away—against science or against their own 
autonomy or against archaeology or a particular theological view. This is 
not a promising attitude to bring to your hearing of the Scriptures. 

 Others who are not particularly critics ignore it, having made up their 
mind already not to be willing, eager, inquisitive, questioning, etc. The 
obvious danger of this is that if you close your eyes and ears to warnings, 
helpful information, guidance, wisdom, etc. you are doing yourself a 
disservice—besides displeasing God. 

D. Application: Many among us are lacking in spiritual maturity because we 
have not taken a personally active stance toward the things of God—
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particularly toward reading and engaging ourselves in careful study. We 
might listen to preaching as if the person speaking is a specialist who is 
the only one who can do what he is doing. We might hear but think that 
we are excused from having an active role in searching the Scriptures. 
We might listen but then not take pains to implement what we learn. 
That is folly when compared to the positive impression the Bible gives us 
of the attitude of the Bereans. If we are not like them, then we are not 
fair-minded and ready to receive the Scriptures. We are ready to have 
someone else talk about the Word, but are we ready to really dig in with 
our own two hands? What I am talking about is the difference between a 
lecture course and a lab course in college. In the lecture you receive 
information. In the lab, you apply that information by getting your hands 
dirty on some actual work. 

III. Response of the People, v. 12 

A. Many synagogue members believed. This is what happens when 
someone responds with an initially favorable attitude to consider the 
truth of the gospel. Of course, the disposition to respond this way is a 
grace gift from God, but it marks a completely different experience for 
the apostle and his missionary team in Berea than they had in 
Thessalonica. 

B. Many Greeks, including prominent men and women in the city also 
became followers of Paul’s word. I take it that these were Gentiles who 
were part of Greek culture. If they were Hellenized Jews, I assume Luke 
would have said Hellenists. God was at work! 

IV. Trouble Stirred up by Thessalonian Jews, v. 13 

A. The Jewish troublemakers from the city 40 miles away heard Paul was 
continuing his preaching. They must have hated him tremendously to 
travel all that distance and make trouble. They believed Paul was 
attacking their religion. In Thessalonica they stirred up trouble under the 
cover of accusations such as “they are disrupting our community and 
they are going against the law of Caesar.” If those accusations were 
really all that was the problem, it seems doubtful if they would chase 
those guys down to another city—for the next city would take care of it. 
These Jews were more zealous for Judaism than anything and wanted 
the sect of the Nazarenes to be crushed. 

B. We can imagine that the stirring up of the crowds was accomplished by 
loud speaking to the crowds and people talking to small groups. There 
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was a coordinated message and attack on the gospel ministry and its 
ministers. 

V. Sent away from Berea, v. 14-15 

A. The new Christians undoubtedly already understood what had happened 
to the team in Thessalonica, and what had happened in their earlier 
missionary work. So, they sent Paul away since he was the primary 
lightning rod. Better to keep him moving than let him receive another 
stoning. 

B. Silas and Timothy could get away with staying in the city and continuing 
to minister the gospel to the people. 

C. Somehow there were people who “conducted” Paul – that is, helped him 
in his travels. We would not be blasphemous if we suggested that Paul 
might need some guidance from experts in the area, just like we would if 
we were traveling in a foreign country and moving quickly from one 
place to another. He had an advantage in that he could speak multiple 
languages, and even in unlearned languages due to the gift of tongues – 
1 Corinthians 14:18. But this did not convey to him special knowledge of 
the geography and travel arrangements in every place where he went. 

D. When Paul was in Athens, he soon realized that he was going to need the 
help of his ministry partners. The city was a religious mess, and he was 
going to be busy! So, he sent word for Silas and Timothy to cover the 500 
km (300 miles over 5 hours by car) to get to Athens as soon as they 
could.  

E. Paul probably learned through this drama: do not give up if you must 
leave one place. Minister in the next place! The lesson for us on this 
point is to stick-to-ministry despite troubles that arise because of it. 

Conclusion 

Luke has positive things to say about the unbelieving Bereans. They were 
honest in the sense that they believed the Hebrew Bible and wanted to 
learn. They were not off their rocker crazy when a different idea came 
around. They listened better to Paul that some professing Christians do 
today, which indicates that those are more professing and less Christian. 
Evaluate your own mind: is it fair, receptive, ready, inquiring, studying, 
thinking deeply, comparing, searching? Or envious? Deceptive? 
Meddlesome? Hateful?      MAP 


