Text: Acts 17:32-34

Title: Three Responses to the Gospel

Truth: These three responses mirror what you will hear today if you evangelize.
Date/Location: Sunday eve 10/20/2013 and Wed 11/6/2024 at FBC

Introduction: The Resurrection

When Paul got to the part about Jesus rising from the dead, that was the
high point of his message. Jesus’ resurrection is, as we know, central to
the gospel.

How do we know the resurrection actually happened? Consider this
hypothetical conversation between a Christian and a skeptic written by
Mark Farnham:

Skeptic: | don’t believe that we can really know who Jesus was or what he
said.

Christian: Really? Why not?

S: Because the Bible was written so long ago that we can’t expect that the
original message survived. As a result, we don’t even know if Jesus
existed, or if anything written about him is true.

C: Do you believe we can know the truth about anything in the past? Or can
we only believe what we see presently?

S: Of course we can believe in the past! We have pictures and records of
people and events. We can know some things that happened.

C: But surely some of what people claim to have happened in the past is
unreliable, like George Washington chopping down the cherry tree. How
do historians know if the account is true or not?

S: I suppose that it comes down to reliable testimony, artifacts, archaeology,
written records, and things like that. When they corroborate the written
accounts, we can believe they really happened.

C: Yes! We have to trust these accounts if they demonstrate careful
reporting and are confirmed by other known historical facts. What do
you find lacking in the gospel accounts of Jesus?

S: Well, | don’t know specifics because I've never read the Bible, but didn’t
his followers write the accounts? How can we believe they weren’t
exaggerating or making up miracles? They believed in Jesus, so their
testimony doesn’t count.
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C: Everyone who writes a biography about another person believes that
person existed, otherwise they wouldn’t write the story, so that can’t
count against the gospel writers. In addition, they were careful to
question eyewitnesses, research, and report known facts. Look at Luke’s
Gospel. It begins with Luke telling his readers that he researched
carefully all the facts in the book. That sounds like reliable testimony to
me. It was clearly not a book full of legends and made-up stories.
Hundreds of facts mentioned in the Gospels have been verified by
history, geography, archaeology, and other fields. | would think that
would qualify as reliable as much as any other ancient account.

S. I didn’t know that. | thought the New Testament was full of mythical
accounts of Jesus that couldn’t be verified in any way.

C: Let me encourage you to read the Gospels to see who Jesus really is and
what he said about himself.!

That is a good illustration of a simple conversation that you might have with
a non Christian. What the Christian is saying is that we have carefully
written eyewitness testimony, which is the best we are going to get for
any historical event. And we have it from several people, several
“angles,” which is the best way to get an accurate portrayal of everything
that happened. Now, Christians also believe that we the reports are even
better than mere eyewitness testimony because the Spirit of God
superintended them so that they are without error.

. Some Mocked

A. The meaning of the word is to mock, sneer, or scoff; it can also mean to
make fun of (including maliciously) or laugh at someone in scorn or jeer
at them. See Acts 2:13 for another example. This is used in contexts of
mocking sacred things—the things of God. These people were mocking
Paul and his beliefs that a man could rise from the dead. This was
unbelievable in their minds.

B. Such people have closed the door of their mind to anything that might
rattle their worldview. Being so close-minded will prove to be a bad
pathway for them to follow. If you think about it, how can someone with
confidence say that when you die, you die and you are no more? Have
they seen “the other side”? DO they have special information that the
rest of us do not have.

1 Mark Farnham, Every Believer Confident, Deep River Books, 2019, p. 33-34.
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C. This kind of behavior is very distasteful, either when | notice it in my own
heart or actions or in others. It is almost always a complete miss when it
comes to a godly attitude—if someone is in error, then you should have
compassion on them or want to help them, but not to demean them. But
what else should we expect from unbelievers? Christians treat those who
have fallen on hard times much better than that.

D. Sometimes, though, to make a point we might mock a false deity because
it cannot move or speak or do anything. This would move the devotees
of such a deity to a point of embarrassment and self-examination. As an
example, see Isaiah 46:7 and 1 Kings 18:27.

Il. Others said, “We will hear you again”

A. Another sub-group in the crowd was not so mean, but they still rejected
the gospel. Although this form of rejection is much softer and more
polite, it is nonetheless a rejection. You know the difference between
slamming the door in the face of door-to-door salesman (mocking) and
saying, “Let me think about it, but not right now,” after which you close
the door softly. The door is still closed!

B. They counted on there being another time to hear more on the subject.
But there may not be another time. Eternity is at the door.

C. The “court hearing” was over and it was time for Paul to leave.

I1l. Some Believed

A. Dionysius the Areopagite, who was a member of the court, a judge.
Church history mentions him as the first bishop of Athens.

B. A woman named Damaris. She may have been an assistant at the court or
of somewhat high social status. Tradition suggests that she was
Dionysius’s wife. She is celebrated October 3 along with Saint Dionysius,
and a street in modern Athens is named for her.

C. Others also believed Paul’s message. They were concerned about their
idolatry; they recognized judgment was coming; they believed Jesus rose
from the dead; and more than all that, we know from other Scripture
that the Spirit of God worked in them to cause them to embrace the
truth of the gospel. God drew them to Christ (John 6:44).

Conclusion
Do not be surprised or dismayed when you encounter these responses. In

Ann Arbor we have more of the first two responses by far than the third
response.



We need to recognize as well that though the text outlines three responses,
there are really only two: unbelief and belief. Polite unbelief has the
same eternal outcome as impolite unbelief.
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