Text: Acts 18:12-17

Title: Persecution Again

Truth: God keeps his promises and is still working to save souls.
Date/Location: Wednesday night 11/6/2013 and 12/4/2024 at FBC

Introduction

Paul was spending one and a half years in Corinth teaching God’s
word. He had God’s promise that no one would attack him and
hurt him because God had many souls that needed to be saved
and sanctified in that area. That promise would now be put to the
test because a new “sheriff” came into town and the unbelieving
Jewish people agreed to raise a stink against Paul.

I. Gallio, Proconsul of Achaia, v. 12a

A. Achaia includes the region of Corinth and Athens, somewhat north
of those cities and all of Greece south of them. It was south of the
region known as Macedonia. Achaia and Macedonia today make
up what we know as the nation modern of Greece.

B. Archaeological information tells us that Gallio was proconsul from
July 51 AD to June 52 AD on our calendar. The specific dates of his
one-year term in office help us to figure other dates throughout
the book of Acts and in Paul’s ministry and the writing of the New
Testament.

C. The judgment seat was “a dais or platform that required steps to
ascend, tribunal” (BDAG). A dais is “a [raised but] low platform for
a lectern, seats of honor, or a throne.” It is basically a raised
platform or stage. Other uses of the term:

Matt. 27:19, John 19:13 of Pilate’s judgment seat

Acts 12:21 of Herod’s judgment seat

Acts 18:12, 16-17 the portion of Scripture we are studying

Acts 25:6, 10, 17 of the judgement seat of Festus when he
examined Paul

Rom. 14:10 and 2 Cor. 5:10 are about the judgment seat that Christ
sits upon to judge all believers. Think of how important your life,
choices, and conduct is in light of that judgment seat!

All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1



Il. Accusations against Paul, v. 12b-13

A. The Jews got themselves together and brought charges against
Paul.

B. They charged that Paul was teaching people to worship God
contrary to the law. Gallio interpreted this as “the law of Moses,”
because he said in v. 15 “your own law.” | take it that this was the
interpretation that the Jews intended—not that they were saying
Paul was teaching the worship of God contrary to Roman law,
because if they did that, then they would probably be opening
themselves up for charges that they too worshipped God in
violation of Roman law.

C. They were asking a secular Gentile judge to deal with a religious
matter internal to their religion. Foolish. It is just as foolish today—
in the church, we should not be going to secular judges (1 Cor. 6:1-
8). And between Jews and Christians, all we have to do is not
worship together, basically ignore what the other one is teaching,
and go on with life.

D. Was their charge accurate? It was not, because Paul was showing
how the Law and its worship extended into the New Testament
era, how the Messiah had come, how the Christian faith fulfilled
the Jewish prophecies, and how to worship God considering all
that.

E. God had revealed new information to Paul and the other apostles
so that what they were teaching was not the same as what the
Jewish people had traditionally practiced. But their own traditions
had departed from the spirit of the Law (e.g., Pharisaic Sabbath
regulations). Their divergence from the Law was much more
serious than Paul’s so-called divergence. His was a natural
outgrowth of it; theirs was a twisting of it.

F. Truth be told, the Jews themselves were worshipping God contrary
to the Law because they were not offering sacrifices like God
commanded. They could not do so because the temple was no
longer operational.



lll. Gallio’s Response, v. 14-16

A. The “governor” considered the charge to be trivial in light of his
larger governing responsibilities. There were no crimes committed
nor wickedness done from the state’s perspective.

B. He determined that this case was an internal religious matter and
should be addressed privately. His work would never end if he took
such cases.

C. We could say he dismissed the case or executed a summary
judgment, which is “A procedural device used during civil litigation
to promptly and expeditiously dispose of a case without a trial. It is
used when there is no dispute as to the material facts of the case
and a party is entitled to judgment.”?

D. So he drove them away from the Bema platform. The accusers
walked away quite disappointed, and Paul was glad that God had
kept His promise to protect him from being harmed (18:10).

IV. The Beating of Sosthenes, v. 17

A. Sosthenes was the ruler of the synagogue at this time (v. 17). He
had probably replaced Crispus as the head man in charge when
Crispus was converted to Christ early in Paul’s Corinth ministry. As
the ruler, he probably was closely involved with the accusations
against Paul and may have been the spokesperson for the group.

B. Verse 17 says that the Greeks took Sosthenes and beat him right in
front of the judgment seat. That’s a tough thing for Sosthenes. Do
not let the short description dull you to the fact that this is
brutality.

C. Why did the Greeks do this? How did they have a dog in this fight?
If the Jewish case against Paul failed, perhaps the Jews of the
synagogue would be upset at Sosthenes. But it was the Greeks.
Perhaps they took out their anger against the Jews using Sosthenes
as their personal representative. Or, perhaps they did not like the

1 http://legal-dictionary. thefreedictionary.com/Summary+Judgment
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job he did when he failed to get a conviction against Paul. Maybe it
was just mob violence that doesn’t have much logic to it.

D. Second and sadly, Gallio did not care about a man being beaten.
He should have taken the Greeks and thrown them into jail and
had them flogged for assault and battery. That would strengthen
the rule of law in his domain. His behavior was unbecoming of a
ruler of the people. Maybe he did not like Jews either, or felt the
same way the mob did about Sosthenes and the trouble being
stirred up by the Jews and wanted them to learn a lesson.

E. Surprisingly, we find the beating victim Sosthenes later in the Bible
as a believer in Christ (1 Cor. 1:1). Perhaps this beating, among
other things, pushed him to consider what he was really doing with
his life. Perhaps God used it to open his eyes to see the bankruptcy
of his own religious views apart from the Lord.

Conclusion

God kept his promise to Paul to keep him safe. More people were
being saved throughout Paul’s ministry in the city.
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