Text: Acts 18:18-23

Title: The End of the Second Missionary Tour and Start of the Third
Truth: Make the most of every ministry opportunity.
Date/Location: Sun PM 11/10/2013 and Wed 12/11/2024 at FBC

Introduction

Paul remained in Corinth “a good while” in Corinth. “A good while”
translates the Greek for “many days.” That would probably put his
additional stay there on the order of several weeks beyond the point of
the trial before Gallio. It may have added a significant chunk of time to

the year and a half mentioned in v. 11, or it may have been the latter
part of that time period.

Whichever is the case, Paul stayed a good amount of time to start the
church and mature it.

I. Departure from Corinth, v. 18

A. Paul took the leading couple of the church with him — Aquila and Priscilla.
Crispus, Sosthenes, and others must have been sufficiently trained by
now to leave the church in their hands. He sailed toward Syria, where
Antioch was, the church that sent him out (Acts 13:1-3).

B. On the way out of town, he paused in the port town of Cenchrea to get a
haircut. The reason was that he had taken a vow. This seems to be a
Nazirite vow of separation unto God, or something similar.

1. If so, he could not eat any fruit of the vine (grapes, raisins, wine), he
could not cut his hair, he could not touch a dead body.

2. At the end of his time of consecration he had to offer certain sacrifices
to the Lord and cut his hair (Numbers 6:1-21). He could cut his hair if
not near Jerusalem, and it “counted” if he presented the cut hair at
the temple soon after the vow ended, like payment terms “net 30.”

3. It may have been that for the time that the Lord promised to protect

him in Corinth, he took this vow as a way of especially dedicating
himself to God.

Il. Short Stop in Ephesus, v. 19-21

A. Paul left “them” in Ephesus, meaning Aquila and Priscilla. Perhaps they
could carry on their business there with good success, as well as be
involved in laying the groundwork for another new church. Recall that
Paul had been forbidden in Acts 16:6 to go to Asia, where Ephesus was
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located. But now it appears that a door for ministry was about to open.
The Lord knew the reasons for the timing—perhaps too strong of
opposition at the time when Paul was initially going to go there, or it
would have been too late in the other locations in Macedonia and
Achaia.

Aquila and Priscilla stayed in Ephesus a while and had a church meeting
in their home (1 Cor. 16:19). They went back to Rome some years later
and once again had a church in their home (Rom. 16:3-5). They were
dedicated ministry partners with Paul for around 20 years.

B. Paul launched quickly into ministry in the synagogue in Ephesus, and
again “reasoned” with the Jews there. There were probably some Greeks
there as well, but the text focuses on the Jews. Remember “reasoning”
from Acts 17:2-3,17:17, 18:4—

1. Its basis: the Scriptures;

2. Its method: speech interchange; speaking in a somewhat formal
setting but with a back-and-forth component, to converse, discuss,
argue and even to instruct with explaining and evidence; and

3. Its content: that Christ had to suffer and to rise again, and Jesus is that
Christ.

C. This ministry could not continue long because Paul wanted to get to the
feast in Jerusalem. What is most interesting to me is that the Jews asked
him to stay longer. Instead of running him out of town, they asked him to
stay, but he left on his own!

He earlier had decided that he wanted to go up to the feast, a Jewish
Law-based festival, so could not stay in Ephesus to carry on gospel
ministry, as important as that is. The feast and completing his vow must
have been very important things for him to accomplish in view of having
an open door in the Ephesus synagogue.

D. Paul promised to return — God willing. He had every intention of coming
back and Acts 19:1 records that he in fact did so.

E. He continued toward Syria by boat.
lll. Return to the Sending Church in Antioch, v. 22-23a

A. The text says Paul “went up.” This means that he went up into the hill
country of Judea and ultimately to Jerusalem to the church there. He
carried out his business at the temple regarding his vow and whatever



else he had to do there, including seeing the church leaders and perhaps
ministering to the church.

B. Then Paul “went down” to the church in Antioch. This was “down”
because of elevation compared to Jerusalem. Luke did not think of going
“up” north or “down” south like we speak about today when we talk
about summer and winter vacations. It might be interesting to you to
reorient your thinking about up and down that way so that you think of
up as “toward higher elevations” and down as “to lower elevations.”

C. He spent some time there and undoubtedly reported to the church what
the Lord had done through him and the team, as he did before (Acts
14:27-28). The text is not specific as to just how much time he remained,
but it may have been quite a while, just like 18:18.

D. My choice of terminology in the section heading above, “sending
church,” may raise a question. Is there a difference between sending
church and home church? Ideally there is no difference between the
terms when it comes to the church of origin of a missionary. The church
where a missionary is initially a member and which commissions the
missionary and sends them out is their home church which also then
becomes their sending church.

Some have suggested there is a difference, say when their experience
has been that their home church could not or was not willing to send
them out to the mission field. Another church became a surrogate. But if
a couple moves from a home church and becomes so involved in another
church that the second church sends them out for ministry, that second
church is their new home church of the missionaries, and also then the
sending church.

There are situations where a missionary becomes “home-church-less”
when their church closes out from under them. In that case it is right to
feel that homelessness and quickly seek another church of like faith and
practice to which accountability may be rendered.

IV. Start of Third Missionary Tour, v. 23b

A. Paul kept moving and ministering. He did not let the grass grow under his
feet!

B. He planned a trip in which he visited all the churches in Galatia and
Phrygia again. His stops would include churches in Lystra, lconium,
Derbe, Antioch of Pisidia, and others. After visiting these places, he came



back to Ephesus. After hastily leaving Ephesus earlier in chapter 18, his
round trip brought him right back there some months later.

C. Notice the phrase “in order.” The word is used of Luke’s gospel report
which he wrote in a carefully ordered manner. Paul was deliberate, going
to each place, checking it off his list and likely economizing his travel
distances.

D. That “orderliness” was a means that served the goal of strengthening the
churches. His purpose was to strengthen the disciples, which means to
help them become stronger and more steadfast in sound doctrine and in
the face of persecution and other trials. He was fulfilling the last portion
of the Great Commission to teach them everything that the Lord
commanded His first-generation disciples. This was common work for
Paul, as Luke reports in Acts 14:22 and 15:41 using the same verb.

E. What are your big picture goals? Are you engaged in an orderly pursuit of
those things? Or are you somewhat aimless in your approach to life?
Notice how Paul planned to keep moving to get to Jerusalem in a timely
fashion, and then he visited in order all the churches, after which he
would return to Ephesus where he had promised to return.

Conclusion

What we read here is “ministry in the trenches.” It is serving in the place(s)
where God has assigned us. Many of us stay in one place for a very long
time. Some of us move about a bit more like Paul, but regardless, we
should be deeply involved in starting new churches and strengthening
the souls of the disciples. If we are an evangelist/missionary, we should
be reporting to our sending church regularly. We can fit in some other
desirable activities as well. But we should take an orderly approach to
doing our ministry—so that we can be thorough and accomplish as much
as possible with the time and other resources that God has granted to us.
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