Text: Acts 18:1-4

Title: Tentmaking and Partnership Ministry

Truth: Sometimes, creative funding is required to do gospel ministry, and
partners are always a great help.

Date/Location: Wednesday 10/23/2013 and 11/13/2024 at FBC

Introduction

A missionary evangelizes to start a new church so he must have the gift of
evangelism. He must also be gifted as a pastor since he will be doing the
initial pastoring of the church. Planting pastors may plant and go on to
the next area (a serial planter), or he may plant and stay with the church
to start a church-planting church that does more of the same in coming
years in the geographic region around the church.

In the case of Paul, these requirements were no problem, although he did
not usually stay in a place long enough that it required him to get into
the “pastoring” function very much. In Corinth, that changed, because he
was there for a much longer time before there was an upheaval.

l. Travel to Corinth, v. 1

A. We are not told how much longer Paul stayed in Athens. He then traveled
50 miles west over land to get to Corinth, modern day Korinthos in
Greece.

B. He stayed in the city for 18 months (v. 11) and then stayed a while longer
(v. 18) before going back to his sending church in Antioch of Syria. He

stayed longer only in Ephesus and Rome (the latter not exactly by
choice).

Il. Working for the Sake of the Gospel, v. 2-3
A. Coworkers Aquila and Priscilla

1. These people were Jews who traveled to Corinth. This journey today
would take 20 hours by car and ferry, a distance of 750 miles. This
would be a bit farther than a move from Ann Arbor to Omaha,
Nebraska which is about 700 miles.

2. The reason they had to leave was that emperor Claudius in about 49
AD was concerned about the Jewish population in the city. There were
disturbances in the community over the teaching about Christ.
Apparently Jews had been expelled two previous times from Rome —
around 139 BC and again around 19 BC. Regarding the incident we are
studying, some historians doubt the truth of the statement that “all
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the Jews” had to depart from Rome, suggesting that this may be
hyperbole. It may be that some did leave, or, as some historians
report, all public meetings were forbidden with the side-effect that
synagogues were essentially closed down. For many Jews, this would
be equivalent of forcing them to leave because they would want to
continue their religious activities. If true, this would make Claudius
not anti-Jewish per se, but anti- freedom of assembly and against
anything that could threaten his political power.

3. Paul was associated with Aquila and Priscilla for many years. See the
Appendix below for some more details about them.

B. Work of Making Tents

1. Working together is a pleasant thing to do. It makes the work easier
and faster, and you can specialize somewhat in doing parts of the job
you like or are good at.

2. A trade is a fine way to make a living. You don’t need to go $125,000 in
debt with a four-year degree to make a living! Now, if you have the
brain horsepower, good stewardship would definitely incline you
toward getting further education so that you can take a place in
society most appropriate for you, and that will cost money, but you
should attempt to arrange it so that you have as little debt as
possible.

3. Their trade was tentmaking. All the major translations take it this
traditional way. Some interpreters doubt that tent making would go
on in an urban environment, particularly since nomadic peoples were
probably able to make and erect their own tents. Some have
suggested this term means “leather worker” which would be a
broader category than tentmaker, presuming that tents would be
made of some kind of leather. Others have suggested that Paul was
someone who made stage materials, like scene backgrounds. This
seems unlikely given the moral implications of such. | favor a
traditional rendering, but understand that there may have been
different kinds of tents than a camping tent that we think of today
when we hear “tent.” Perhaps they made coverings and booths like
the ones we have for street fair outreaches and similar products.

C. Applications

1. The normal pattern today is for a pastor to be supported by the
established church that he is pastoring. That church has a
responsibility to carry out the Great Commission in its locale—both
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toward its own members in teaching them to observe everything our
Lord has taught us, and toward outsiders in making disciples. The
church has a responsibility to support its pastor in this work. And with
an average size church in almost any community, there is plenty of
work that can be done to keep a pastor busy.

2. For a new church start-up this may not be workable. If there are no
other churches footing the bill, the planter may have to support
himself and his family by working part time as a “tentmaker” in some
field in which he can find employment. Hopefully he has developed
one or more skills in the course of his life that he can use to labor and
earn to support himself. This is an acceptable model to use but does
constrain the pastor from doing as much ministry as he could. It does
have the advantage that it keeps the pastor out in the community
instead of holed up in his study and church office and duties.

3. Some use the model all the time because of a personal conviction that
they do not want to take from the church what they can earn
themselves. It obviously leaves less time for them to minister the
gospel to people, to prepare messages, to administrate the necessary
things in the church, etc. The problem with this approach is that the
New Testament is clear that those who preach the gospel should live
from the gospel (1 Cor. 9:14). Paul says that this is a command from
the Lord. You cannot raise a so-called personal conviction to a place
above clear commands of Scripture, even if you are on the receiving
end of finances generated by that command.

4. | believe we should use the tentmaking only when we absolutely must
do so.

5. Paul did that what he could to offer the gospel free of charge to the
people to whom He ministered, particularly in a new church in a
culture where it was probably pessimistically expected that itinerant
preachers were greedy for money. When the church became well
established and well taught, then the people would understand the
importance of giving to the work. Sometimes that meant he made
tents (Acts 18:3, 1 Thess. 2:9, 2 Thess. 3:8). Other times it meant that
he took support from other churches (2 Cor. 11:8).

6. Paul’s work ethic was an important example to the Thessalonian
church, which evidently needed such an example because there were
people being lazy in the church.

7. What is more important in the ministry is not the financing model, but
the partnership model. Paul knew the value of working with others on
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his team, and Aquila and Priscilla were the two newest members of
his team. Church ministry is so much more enjoyable, for one thing,
but also more productive and accountable, when there is a
partnership of people working together.

lll. Ministering the Gospel on the Sabbath, v. 4

A. Every Sabbath Paul would take a rest from his work with leather and
fabric and he would instead preach to the Jews and Greeks that they
needed Christ. The text says that he reasoned and persuaded.

B. He reasoned — same word as in 17:2 and 17:17 and 18:19. He “was
reasoning” —that was his ongoing pattern or iterative activity — speaking
to them in discourse, conversation, and interchange. To repeat the
points we have made earlier in this series, his reasoning was from the
Bible about the necessity of Christ’s suffering unto death, resurrection,
and that He is the Messiah.

C. He also persuaded — it is not saying that the audience actually became
persuaded, but that he was trying to persuade them. This is an imperfect
tense verb which is categorized as conative. It is OK to try to persuade
people of the gospel!!

D. The synagogue audience was composed of a mixture of Jews and Greeks,
like the other synagogues that Paul had visited.

Appendix: Aquila and Priscilla — The Portrait of a Godly Couple

“Mark them which walk so as ye have us for an example.” Php. 3:17

1. Acts 18:1-3 * This couple was in Corinth because of persecution,
49 AD.

* They worked in a secular job, tentmaking.

2. Acts 18:18 * They were Paul’s travel companions. They
apparently assisted him in the ministry.

3. Acts 18:24-26 * They instructed Apollos more accurately in the
things of God.

4.1Cor. 16:8, 19 * Apparently they had a church in their home in
Ephesus, about 55 AD.

* They cared for the believers in other parts, as they
sent their greetings through Paul.



5.Rom. 16:3-5

6.2Tim. 4:19

7. Summary

* They were Paul’s helpers in Christ, about 56-58 AD,
in his ministry of church planting.

* They sacrificed of themselves, putting their own
lives on the line, for Paul’s sake, as well as the other
churches in the region. What did they do? Who
knows...

* They had a church in their home in Rome. They had
apparently moved back to Rome after being
expelled in 49 AD and being in Ephesus for a
number of years.

* About 67 AD, shortly before Paul’s death, we see
the last mention of this godly couple. They were
worthy of mention as longtime faithful helpers of
Paul.

* From 49 to 67, nearly 20 years, this couple was
devoted to work in the ministry.
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