Text: Acts 18:24-28

Title: Apollos

Truth: Apollos is an example to us of someone who knows the Bible well and
teaches it enthusiastically.

Date/Location: Wednesday 11/13/2013 and 12/18/2024 at FBC

Introduction

We now come to one of the most interesting characters in the New
Testament, but one for which we do not have a lot of information. We
read about him in Acts 18:24-19:1 and then we see brief mentions in 1
Cor. 1:12, 3:4-6, 3:22, 4:6, 16:12, and Titus 3:13.

I. Personal Background, 24-25
What a testimony this man had!

A. His name is similar to Apollo, a god of Greek mythology, supposedly the
god of the sun, healing, prophecy, poetry, archery, disease, and other
things. This Jewish man’s name has been understood in several ways, but
for the most part we need not worry about this because it may be that
the parents only selected his name because it was popular in the culture
at the time. There may be no significance to it at all. Besides, when a
person is born again by faith in Jesus Christ, their old name no longer
necessarily represents who they are now.

B. Apollos was born in Alexandria, a major center of learning. His situation
would be similar to an Ann Arbor-born Jew, well-educated, and
converted to Christianity going to a distant city to share the good news.
Alexandria had a large Jewish population. There were probably a good
number of Jewish people in Ephesus at this time as well.

Side notes: the portion of the world’s population that is Jewish is 0.2%.
In Washtenaw County, the portion of the population that is Jewish in
Washtenaw County is 5%, 25 times greater than the world population.
The percentage of households in Washtenaw County that are Jewish is a
little higher—7%. The University has about 6500 Jewish students, which
is 14% of the student body. That is remarkable.

C. He was gifted. God gave Apollos a natural gift of speaking and teaching.
He was eloquent which can also mean learned (learn-edd) or cultured.
Basically, he was smart, but not just secularly smart.

D. He was also spiritual. He was “mighty in the Scriptures.” This means that
he was powerful, capable, or competent in the Hebrew Scriptures. We
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want all our minsters and ministerial students to be that way with both
testaments.

F. He was well-taught. Luke reports that he was instructed in the way of the
Lord. Someone had taught him the things of God and the Hebrew
Scriptures, likely from a young age. Godly parents or others in his
community had influenced him for God so that he did not have a
Judaism/Pharasaic approach to the Scriptures. He really knew God and
was a faithful believer, an “Old Testament Saint.”

His knowledge in the holy writings was extensive. Not only was he well
taught, but he drank it in and it became part of him.

E. He was also “fervent in spirit” which is the same as what we read in
Romans 12:11. He was zealous, enthusiastic, excited, on fire about the
things of God. The Spirit of God had a hold on Apollos, and he had a hold
on the things of God. He was greatly enthusiastic about what he was
teaching. You can tell someone who is really into what they are saying
versus others who just “get by” or are not much interested. Apollos was
really into it.

F. Good teacher. He spoke and taught carefully. He was accurate in his
handling of the Word of God, teaching in conformity with the revelation
God gave, giving attention to the truth and details of it. As a result of
this, he was prepared to teach the Jews a more accurate form of their
religion, which had in many cases devolved into a works-based system
instead of one based on faith in God. He could add to their knowledge
the message of John.

G. But he had a limitation: he knew only up to the baptism of John. Luke
says that he had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and taught the
things of Jesus (NKJV: the Lord appears twice). What He was missing was
a whole lot, for the information about Jesus that was available up to John
the Baptist was not much. We know that he was well-versed in Old
Testament theology and Messianic texts. We know that because he could
show from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ (v. 28). He may have
had the birth narratives well in hand, and he was a vigorous debater on
this subject.

H. Careful and fervent teaching does not necessarily mean the teaching is
complete. To be fully accurate you must be complete. | understand that
although he was well versed in all the OT Scriptures and theology, he was
only “caught up” to the theological context of John the Baptist. As such,
he knew and believed John’s message (Matthew 3:1-12). Take a look at
the John’s message:



1. Repent because the kingdom of heaven is at hand and the one coming
after John is greater than John.

2. Prepare the way of the Lord. Repentance from sins is the way that the
path of the Lord is made straight.

3. Confess your sins. By submitting to the baptism of repentance you
show your association with John’s message of repentance and
confession.

4. Judgment is coming imminently in which believers in God will be saved
but unbelievers will be judged with eternal fire.

5. Life must display repentance by actions.
6. Do not presume on your Jewishness to save you.

7. One more powerful is coming after John, who will baptize not with
water but with the Holy Spirit and fire. Spirit baptism began at Acts 2.
The baptism of fire is defined contextually and it is “He will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” The idea seems to be that He will
baptize you into salvation or into judgment—two outcomes.

I. What was missing from this message? Apollos had a lot of good truth, but
remember that in the church era, the Christian gospel centers around the
person and work of Jesus, particularly His death for sin and resurrection
from the dead. There was extensive new revelation after Jesus was
baptized by John, and after John died at the hands of Herod the king.

J. We should note that before there is a ministry, you have to have a man to
do the ministry. What kind of man or woman are you? Take some clues
from Apollos!

Il. Help Filling in the Blanks, v. 26

A. He somehow got on the Ephesus synagogue speaking schedule, perhaps
because he was very well known from Alexandria, and he began to speak
boldly about God and the Scriptures in the synagogue.

B. Aquila and Priscilla had been Christian believers for some time now and
when they heard the preaching, they were probably impressed, but
recognized that Apollos needed some help.

C. So they took him aside and spent some time with him explaining the
Christian gospel. This made his careful teaching complete and even more
accurate than it had been.



D. Notice that Apollos was “teachable” because he learned and changed his
thinking. This is not too common. However, for believers, it is a must.
Especially younger believers. But it is also a requirement for an older
believer. If you are ever “too old” or “too set in your ways” or “too good”
to learn something new, then you have reached a point of stagnation
from which you must repent.

Ill. Powerful Help for the Believers in Achaia (Corinth), v. 27-28

A. Apollos wanted to continue traveling and teaching God’s word. His next

stop was across the Aegean Sea to Achaia, the region of Athens and
Corinth.

B. The Christians in Ephesus wrote a letter of commendation for Apollos,
introducing him to the Corinthian and Athenian churches and
encouraging them to receive him courteously. They probably gave some

report of his preaching and indicated that he would be a help to their
ministries.

About letters of commendation, see 1 Cor. 16:3, 2 Cor. 3:1.

C. And that is in fact what happened—the Bible says that he “greatly helped
those who had believed through grace.” Good Bible teaching does a lot
to help those who believe in Christ.

D. One way he did this was to put the Jews in their place through public
debate and preaching. He was able to show from the Hebrew Scriptures
that the predicted Messiah had come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth
and that it was His gospel that they were must believe in order to be
saved.

Conclusion

Oh, to know the Old Testament like Apollos so that we can handle it
accurately and use it to defend our Christian beliefs! But we must know
the New Testament teaching after John the Baptist too!

Other Mentions of Apollos in the Bible
Acts 19:1: Apollos is at Corinth

1 Cor. 1:12 — indication that he was a very well known Christian preacher

1 Cor. 3:4-6 — ditto, 1 Cor. 3:22

1 Cor. 4:6 — Paul puts himself and Apollos “out there” as examples that the
Corinthian people should not be focused on God’s servants.



1 Cor. 16:12 — a later request for him to visit the church but he was unable
at that time. His schedule would not allow it—not even at apostolic
request. We see that “normal” at this point in church history—the
normal means of planning and scheduling.

Titus 3:13 — Paul requests Titus to quickly send Zenas and Apollos on their
travels and to make sure they have everything they need to get where
they are going.
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