Text: Acts 18:5-8

Title: Initial Ministry in Corinth

Truth: Paul discharged his God-given responsibility to preach the gospel. We
must be involved in the same.

Date/Location: Sunday night 10/27/2013 and Wed 11/20/2024 at FBC

Introduction

In the prior paragraph, Luke introduces us to Corinth, to ministry partners
Aquila and Priscilla, and Paul’s tentmaking ministry. His other partners
Silas and Timothy were on the way to rejoin Paul.

I. Paul’s Preaching in the Synagogue, v. 5

A. Travels of Silas and Timothy. According to 17:15, Paul requested they
meet him at Athens. We presume they did this. It seems that both were
sent out again from Athens. Timothy went to Thessalonica (1 Thess 3:1-
6). Perhaps Silas went Philippi, another city in Macedonia. When they
returned from their “church checkups” in Macedonia, they came to Paul
at Corinth. Paul was eager to preach the gospel to the Jews in the Corinth
synagogue.

B. The NKJV and KJV translate the middle of v. 5 as “compelled to speak by
the Spirit”; the other translations, because of a textual variant in the
transmission history of the text down to us, have translated the phrase
as “occupied with preaching.” He was given over to the ministry of the
word of the Lord at this time. The Spirit of God was at work!

| believe that there is good warrant to understand Silas and Timothy may
have brought with them some financial support from the other
churches they had visited, and this was used by Paul so he could stop
working so much (v. 3) and allow him to preach more of the time.

He was already preaching to Jews and Greeks (18:4), and now he could
engage in that ministry even more. He transitioned quickly from being
a tentmaking missionary to a fully supported, full-time missionary!

Either textual variant can be understood to fit this scenario. Paul was
already full of the Spirit and could have become even more burdened,
as he was in 17:16 at Athens. But he also could have simply
transitioned to a ministry whereby he devoted himself to preaching
full time.

All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1



Example: A part-time missionary-pastor gets a huge increase in support
from other churches. Now, he understands that the Lord is enabling
him to go at the ministry full-time.

Another scenario: the pastor of a small church may be engaged in a lot of
different activities: preaching and teaching; praying; counseling;
encouraging; administration; building maintenance; outreach; etc.
Sometimes he just gets the feeling that he must completely focus on
study and preparation for preaching and throw everything else
overboard.

C. Paul testified that Jesus is the Christ. This is the continual chorus of Paul’s
message. We could say that Paul is a broken record—on a necessary
subject of the fact that Jesus is the Messiah (Acts 17:3), promised to take
away the sins of His people.

D. How do you prove that Jesus is the Christ from the Old Testament
Scriptures? Luke 24:27 shows us that there are some things starting in
Moses that speak of Christ.

. Isaiah 53

.Psalm 110

. Isaiah 7:14, 9:6

. Zechariah 9:9

. Micah 5:2

. Genesis 3:15, Numbers 21:9, Deuteronomy 18:15
. Daniel 9:24-27
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. Psalm 16.
9. Covenants: Genesis 12:3, 2 Samuel 7:12
Il. Opposition to the Gospel and Paul’s Departure, v. 6

A. The Jews, likely in the synagogue, opposed Paul and blasphemed. |
believe this means that they spoke slanderously against Paul and reviled
him. It probably also amounted to blasphemy of God and Christ, even if
they did not intend to blaspheme God. But dishonoring His Son, they
dishonor God the Father as well (John 5:23). It sounds a lot like what Paul
encountered some years earlier in the first missionary tour in Antioch in
Pisidia — Acts 13:44.



B. In Antioch, Paul shook the dust from his feet as an application of what
Jesus taught (Matthew 10:14). Paul’s response in Corinth was even more
emphatic—he didn’t shake the dust off of his feet only—he shook it out
of all of his clothing!

C. “Your blood be upon your own heads. | am clean.” This reflects language
of other Scriptures. For instance, later Paul said something like this in
Acts 20:26. He is thinking about texts like Ezekiel 3:17-21 and 33:1-11.
See similar thoughts in Joshua 2:19, 2 Samuel 1:16; 1 Kings 2:32, 33, 37;
Ezek 18:13. The point of what he is saying is that He has given them the
warning and fulfilled his watchman duty. If they do not heed, then it is
their eternal problem, not his.

The same thing is true today: if we do not discharge our collective
responsibility to proclaim the gospel to every creature, then we are
blameworthy—of the eternal blood of others. Of course, they also share
blame because they rejected the knowledge that God gave them in
general revelation, but that is not the focus here. We ought not console
ourselves that they themselves are blameworthy if we share some blame
as well. But if we discharge our responsibility to proclaim Christ and they
do not obey, then they are entirely blameworthy for their own demise.

All of us need to be able to share the gospel with individuals and family
members. It is not my responsibility to evangelize your friend. But not
everyone serves in the exact same capacity in the bigger picture. The
church as a whole is to evangelize the world as a whole. Some are
missionaries; some pastors; some deacons; some serve behind the
scenes; all love one another in the process of doing this.

D. Future direction — Gentile ministry. The Lord had called him to that
ministry from the beginning (Acts 9:15; 22:21, 26:17, 20, 23), but now he
was forced to put it into practice because the Jews would not receive his
message. | do not believe Paul was disobedient to God in going first to
the Jews. He was using a practical ministry strategy to start where there
were people who knew some of the Scripture already, and who could
form a core group of believers to start a work in a new city. God did not
require him, nor does He require us, to go to the Jews first in our locale.
We are to evangelize those God places in front of us, certainly not
excluding Jewish people. Romans 1:16 does not command a priority to
Jews in ministry; it may be rightly interpreted as a historical reality—the
Jews received the gospel first—or a particular suitability—the Jews were
particularly suited to receive the gospel because the savior came from
them.



The Gentile ministry is in keeping with the Old Testament promises about
Gentile salvation (Isaiah 9:1, 11:10, 42:1, 6, 49:6, 66:19; Matthew 12:18-
21).

By the way, both Jews and Gentiles are responsible for the crucifixion of
Christ (Matthew 20:18-19). They nailed him there, and it was their
(and our) sins that ultimately sent Him to die that way.

lll. The Church Next Door, v. 7

A. Paul then moved to a place that welcomed him—a home owned by a

man named Justus. He was a worshipper of God, meaning a God-fearing
Gentile.

B. His house was next door to the synagogue. So, the Jewish opposition in

the synagogue succeeded only in moving Paul down the street. Fighting
against God does not get you far.

IV. Positive Response to the Gospel, v. 8

A. Crispus, an elder or “ruler” of the synagogue believed the good news
about Jesus the Christ, and his family followed him into the faith. He
believed in Christ and the Lord worked in his whole family. Actually Luke
reports that it was his household. The household could have been
broader than a family unit as we think of it, perhaps including servants
and more than two generations.

1. Believed on the Lord. Crispus and his family simply believed in Christ.
They repented of their sin and turned with saving faith to Jesus. That
kind of repentant-faith response is what we are calling for to this very
day. Nothing has changed—certainly not human nature, not the kinds
of sin that people do, not the kind of faith that is real, etc.

2. Application: The head of house has a massive impact on his family. He
can lead an entire family to faith in Jesus Christ. Note examples:
Cornelius (Acts 10:2); Lydia (16:15); Philippian jailer (16:34) and now
Crispus. This idea makes me think of Matthew 10:13 and the worthy
household.

Do NOT downplay your role, men, in leading your wife and children,
and grandchildren, to Jesus for salvation. You have influence—use it
for the Lord! If you are a head-of-household, realize that you need to
make sure you are right with the Lord so that your whole house will
be set apart for God.



3. For me, a tactic that | learn from this is that | should focus on the head
of house if possible. | don’t completely eschew ministry with the wife
or kids only, but | must focus on the husband/dad.

C. Many other Corinthians heard and believed. This is remarkable, as it is
any time when people come to faith. The degraded spiritual condition of
the city certainly would not encourage an outsider to think that anyone
of God'’s elect might be there. At the time Paul went there, the city had a
large population of Greeks, Romans, and Jews. The temple of Aphrodite
had temple prostitution for many years up to the first century. Our time
might not even be that bad in some respects. In others, the philosophical
strongholds seem impenetrable. But the gospel can get through.

D. They were baptized after they believed. Baptism came right away as they
signified their connection to the nascent Christian community in their
city. They were converted from their old way of life to a new way, and
baptism signified that changeover that God had already wrought in their
heart.

E. Although a real and dramatic transformation had taken place in their
lives, this does not excuse the Corinthian believers from engaging in a
diligent war against the world, flesh, and devil that is trying to pull them
back into the cesspool of the city’s immoral behavior. By reading 1 and 2
Corinthians, you can see that the Christians had a major difficulty in this
regard.

Conclusion

Once again, we see the gospel proclaimed to all, opposed by some, and
received by others. Despite persecution, the ministers kept on telling the
truth. Households were transformed from a godless direction to a good
direction.

| see in Paul a good pattern for our missionaries and for our evangelistic
ministry: gather your partners, preach the word of God, stand strong
under persecution, keep on teaching, and pray for God to save souls.
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