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Introduction

| want to express thanksgiving toward God for the times He encourages us
when circumstances are difficult. He sometimes uses a word from the
Book (1 Samuel 30:6c), or from other people sends a verbal
encouragement or text message. He grants rest to our bodies and minds
when there is trouble. He removes the difficulty sometimes, and/or helps
us see the bigger picture of His work. He teaches us new insights into life
and how to walk with Christ.

Speaking of giving thanks, | noticed a couple of “thanks” verses in Acts —
Acts 27:35 in the midst of a great affliction when Paul thanked God for
food they were about to receive on the storm-tossed ship, and Acts
28:15 when Paul saw Christian brothers and thanked God.

What is the opposite of gratitude? Ingratitude, yes, but what is that? It is a
lack of appreciation. It might be due to an oversight, or it might be
worse, arising from a heart of complaint. We take what God has given us
and we express that we want more, or different, or less, of something at
the same time holding a discreditable attitude about it. We want more
work, or different work, or less work. We want more things, or different
things, or less things, with that complaining spirit.

There is a way we can be thankful and ask God for more of a truly good
thing—more sanctification, more people following God, more progress in
the church, more ministry, more love in our family and church. Hezekiah
even asked for more time to be added to his life (Isaiah 38).

Paul’s ministry in Corinth was at a crucial crossroads because opposition
was beginning once again from the Jewish unbelievers in the synagogue.
It could have easily escalated like it did in previous cities to the point of
violence. Should Paul leave or stay? Was there more to be done, or was
it over?

I. An Encouraging Vision for Paul, v. 9-10

A. A vision consists of revelation—unless it was a dream or thought about
truth you already knew that was called to mind, in which case it would
not be a vision in the Bible sense of the word. Since there is no revelation
today, there are no visions of this sort given by God today. Of course God
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could do such a thing, but He has told us that He is not giving new
revelation. Notice | said, “given by God.” There could be another source
which will remain unmentioned here.

B. The vision is mentioned in Scripture, | believe, because it was a rare and
significant event. Paul had six visions recorded in Acts, and that was over
a ministry of 30+ years, so it wasn’t a frequent thing even for the apostle.

1. Acts 9:3-6 on the road to Damascus.

2. Acts 16:9 about the man from Macedonia calling for help.

3. Acts 18:9-10 about the Lord encouraging him to minister in Corinth.

4. Acts 22:17-21 when God reaffirmed Paul’s commission to go to the
Gentiles.

5. Acts 23:11 encouraging Paul in prison that he was heading to Rome.

6. Acts 27:23-24 telling Paul that all those who sailed with him would
be safe in the storm-tossed boat.

C. Do not be afraid. God has not given us a spirit of fear! Paul passed on that
injunction from the Lord to his son in the faith, Timothy (2 Timothy 1:7).

Are you afraid? What are you afraid about? Those who can at most kill
the body and do nothing more? Are you a pleaser of people or a
pleaser of God? Do you desire to please people so much that you
skimp on pleasing God?

Are you thankful for the opportunities you have, the challenges God has
put in front of you, the ministries that are outside of the range of
comfort for you?

D. Speak—do not keep silent. Do not let the opposition stop you. The Lord
did not want Paul to leave this city for a while. You must be unafraid
enough to open your mouth. If you are petrified such that you cannot
speak, what good is that? By the way, again on the theme of
thanksgiving, | believe that keeping a heart of thanksgiving to God that
He has given you the abilities and responsibilities that He has will help
you overcome hesitancy to do God’s will. All you have comes from Him.

E. God gives Paul a promise of His presence and protection. “I am with you.
No one will attack you to hurt you.” Hebrews 13:5-6 is a another classic
statement like this one—God is with the believer and promises not to
leave us. We can hang onto that promise. What is different here is that
God promises in this particular time and place in Corinth that He will not
permit anyone to attack Paul to physically harm him. That is unique for
Paul, since many other places that he went he was physically assaulted
for preaching.



God does not make such a promise to us. It seems that Paul’s normal
condition was to be persecuted, and this special case is that he will not
be hurt. Thankfully, our normal condition is that we will not to be hurt.

F. I have many people in this city. While the statement is interesting, we
must not lose sight of the fact that it is used as an explanation as to why
God will be with Paul. God is with Paul and will protect Paul because
there are a lot of people who need the truth that Paul is preaching.

The people that the Lord mentions are those upon whom God has His
eye. Some are chosen to salvation but not yet saved. Some are the newly
saved people who need Paul to stay and teach them the basics of
Christian living, particularly in the hostile world in which they live.

G. We believe that God has an elect group out of the whole of humanity
that, according to His sovereign grace, He has chosen from before the
foundation of the world for salvation, with all its blessings and
obligations.

1. Passages that support such a belief are, among others: 2 Thess. 2:13;
Acts 13:48.

2. Preaching is necessary in order to bring the unsaved among this
number to salvation. Romans 10:13-15 says that they MUST hear the
gospel in order to be saved.

3. Such a setting of God’s favor upon individuals is necessary because of
total depravity and inability of a sinner to “make a move” toward God.

4. The issue of fairness does not bother me. God knows best. Rather than
raising a fairness alarm, this reminds me of God’s grace toward us.

H. This is an encouraging episode in Paul’s life, and makes me think that God
has people still unsaved in our city that need to be saved. We are here to
see to it that they hear the gospel. Rather than making evangelism less
necessary, election is a strong impetus toward evangelism and toward its
success.

Il. A Long Stay Teaching the Word, v. 11

A. Paul did not leave quickly as he did in other places. It seems that the
general atmosphere was more “civilized” than in the previous places so
that violence did not arise and get out of hand. Perhaps he could thank
the Lord for the secular authorities who kept law and order in place.

B. Instead of going, he stayed and taught the word of God in Corinth for 18
months. What a blessed time of rest from persecution. In it, God
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permitted the teaching of God’s word to go forward to establish and
strengthen the church.

C. It was after a year and a half that the next big persecution arose before
proconsul Gallio. Paul believed God would keep him safe, and He did so,
even in the controversy stirred up by the unbelieving Jews.

D. Paul’s teaching ministry was not exactly a New Testament expositional
ministry as we experience in modern Bible-teaching churches.

1. Why? Paul didn’t have the text of the New Testament to exposit verse
by verse and paragraph by paragraph as we do. Most of the New
Testament had not yet been written as of 51 AD.

2. What would his ministry be like? Paul had the apostolic calling and was
sharing prophetic revelation from God to the people. He taught the
same message of the gospel that we read now in the inspired,
authoritative text of Scripture. But he gave the authoritative message
from God directly and verbally to his audiences. This would consist of
preaching like we have read about, as well as teaching sessions where
he would relate new revelatory information as well as its connection
to the Old Testament.

Conclusion

God directs that Paul continue to preach the gospel because there are
unsaved but elect people who need to hear the gospel in order to be
saved. God will help Paul to do that.

| count on God helping us to reach people with the message of Jesus Christ.
He promised Paul he would do that. And He promises us that He will
build His church (Matt. 16:18). On His heaven-delegated authority, He
authorizes us to carry out that same ministry and He promises to be with
us always, even to the end of the age (Matt. 28:18-20). That is something
for which we can be thankful!
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