
All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1 

Text: Acts 23:11-35 
Title: Paul, Delivered from Evil 
Truth: God providentially protected His servant Paul so he could move closer to 
Rome. We can trust God to protect us until our service for Him is over. 
Date/Location: Wednesday 3/26 and 4/2/2014 and 4/9/2025 at FBC 
 

Introduction 

This passage comes on the heels of Paul almost being torn in two by warring 
factions on the San Hedrin council. 

I. God’s Encouragement for Paul, v. 11 

A. The Lord Jesus was with Paul. So with us – Hebrews 13:5, although he 
does not promise to speak with us. Instead, He is present through His 
Spirit, Who witnesses to us through God’s word. 

B. This presence of God along with God’s spoken words emboldened and 
encouraged Paul. “Be of good cheer” is something like “take courage; be 
confident; know for sure that…” 

C. The Lord had a mission for Paul, and that was to testify on His behalf in 
Rome just like he did in Jerusalem. So, Paul knew that he would be going 
to Rome eventually. It was only a matter of time. If the Lord says it must 
happen, it will happen. This would strengthen Paul for the journey. 

D. Application: Sometimes we want a sure word from God about what will 
happen in the future. We will not receive it, however, because God is not 
pleased to reveal that sort of thing most of the time. Paul knew what was 
going to happen, but he was in prison all the while. We might not want 
all the other circumstances that make the future so certain as Paul’s! We 
can thank God for freedom and not worry about what might come in the 
future! 

II. Plot to Kill Paul, v. 12-15 

A. In response to the failed attempt of the San Hedrin to convict Paul, a 
group of over 40 Jews banded together in their hatred of Paul and the 
“Way” and vowed to kill Paul. Nice guys huh? They thought—like Paul 
used to think—that murder in the service of God was acceptable. (This is 
assassination culture. See Appendix 1.) 

B. The vow consisted of a promise to fast from food and beverage until they 
had killed Paul. I suppose then they would celebrate their victory with a 
meal. 
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C. Then they went to the authorities who were “on their side” and got them 
involved as well, so there were at least 40 plus a number on the council 
involved in this. Likely not all the council was favorable to this plan since 
some of them were Pharisees, but the Sadducee party certainly had 
some affinity with these conspirators. Overall, there were probably 50+ 
people involved. 

D. As it turns out, they failed in their plot, so they either kept the vow and 
died a few days later, or they broke the vow. Their evil character makes it 
obvious that they all broke the vow when they found the plot was foiled.  

 Remember the Bible’s instructions about making and keeping vows? If 
you make it, you better keep it. And given the human tendency due to 
rashness or weakness that vows are often broken, the basic point of 
Scripture is this: do not make vows in the first place. 

 The whole plot was a sin from top to bottom—started in sin, ended in 
sin, and sin in everything in between. Psalm 37:12, Proverbs 1:11-12, 
Zechariah 7:12. 

E. Application: do you think these plotters had any joy in their lives? Not 
according to Proverbs 12:20. All they had was deceit in their hearts. 

F. Application: Are you depressed because things are awful these days? 
Cheer up! Things have always been bad in spots, and this historical event 
is one evidence of that. Murderous plots and the evil human nature out 
of which they come are nothing new. Do not think that we live in an age 
that is uniquely bad. It is bad in many ways, but not uniquely so. It is also 
good in some ways. 

III. Plot Uncovered by Paul’s Nephew, v. 16-22 

A. Paul’s family might not have liked Paul’s change of religious belief, but 
they did not want him to be killed either. At least the nephew, if no one 
else in the family, had a tender heart toward his uncle. 

B. How the young man learned of the plot is unclear, but enough people 
were involved that it is easy to imagine that someone had loose lips and 
made a mistake in talking to people about it. 

C. Perhaps the young man was 12 or 13 years old. The commander treated 
him with respect and confidentiality. The young man reported the 
situation accurately and was told to keep it quiet. 

D. It was not the Roman custom to allow outsiders to kill their prisoners 
because those prisoners had rights. Roman citizens had legal protections 
sort of like our protections today. They had a right to a fair trial; to 
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appeal; and were not subject to very bad methods of punishment. One 
of the ways historians know this: from the New Testament! 

IV. Paul Rescued a Third Time, v. 23-35 

A. The Roman army rescued Paul initially (Acts 21:32), and again when he 
was being tried in front of the San Hedrin (23:10). Now they are called 
upon once again. God employed the Romans as His servants to get Paul 
to Caesarea, and then on to Rome. 

B. Application: It is instructive to think about how God used the world’s 
superpower of that era as His servant, to convey the gospel messenger 
to his ultimate destination for the sake of the gospel. The heart of kings 
is still in the hand of God (Proverbs 21:1). This is a similar idea to what 
we find in Isaiah 44:28-45:7 regarding Cyrus. God also used 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Pharaohs as His servants from time to time. 

C. The response by the commander was swift and massive. He knew he was 
up against a force of at least 40 people, perhaps 50 to 70. He ordered 
470 soldiers to protect Paul on his way. That is nearly half of the 1000 
soldiers he had under his command in Jerusalem. There were horsemen, 
foot soldiers who had shields and swords, and javelin throwers (like 
riflemen or snipers in today’s army?). 

D. He sent Paul to the next guy up the food chain (org chart) whose name 
was Felix, the governor of the region in Caesarea. They were starting out 
in the third hour of the night, which is 9pm. Travel at night would not be 
the norm, but with the risk in this case, and with this many soldiers and 
hopefully with some moonlight, it could be done. 

E. The letter which Claudius Lysias, the commander, sent to Felix stretched 
the truth because he implied that he learned that Paul was a Roman 
citizen before he rescued him, but that recognition did not happen after 
the initial disturbance. The letter also omitted some details such as that 
he had almost flogged Paul illegally. But the commander got the main 
point across. In the commander’s view, Paul had done nothing deserving 
death or chains (like Pilate’s pronouncement about Jesus). But he was 
constrained to send Paul to save his life because he could not have a safe 
or fair trial in Jerusalem. There were no charges against the prisoner. 

F. Once they got out far enough from Jerusalem, only the two hundred 
horsemen went on with Paul the remainder of the way. 

G. Note that the distance from Jerusalem to Antipatris was 40 miles. This 
trip was no walk in the park. It was a long march under orders to protect 



 4  

the life of a VIP prisoner. From there were still another 26 miles to 
Caesarea. 

H. Felix read the letter and inquired about his authority over the matter. 
Evidently in their justice system, jurisdiction had to do with where the 
person was a resident, not where the crime occurred. 

I. The wheels of justice moved quickly because they had a speedy trial 
within just a few days. Acts 24 tells us that five days later the trial began. 

J. Paul was kept in Herod’s Praetorium. This word refers to a governor’s 
official residence. It is sometimes translated as palace. Sometimes it was 
be connected with a fortress, for instance if the governor lived in a 
fortified home because he is the leader of an occupying power in an 
occupied territory (such as Jerusalem). The Praetorian Guard in Rome, 
which we read about in Phil. 1:13, were the soldiers who protected the 
palace there. 

K. He was kept in the sense that he was not allowed to escape. He was 
under guard as a prisoner. But it was more of a light detention than a 
heavy imprisonment. 

Conclusion 

Thus begins Paul’s more than two years of house arrest in Caesarea in which 
Paul’s continuing imprisonment was used as a political bargaining chip to 
please the Jews (24:27). 

 MAP 

Appendix 1: A Modern Example of Assassination Culture 

From https://www.yahoo.com/news/bombshell-study-reveals-
assassination-culture-080006498.html 

Jasmine Baehr Mon, April 7, 2025 

New bombshell study reveals 'assassination culture' spreading on the left 
under President Trump 

A disturbing new report reveals that violent political rhetoric online, 
including calls for the murder of public figures like President Donald 
Trump and Elon Musk, is being increasingly normalized, particularly on 
the left. 

The report, from Network Contagion Research Institute (NCRI), found that a 
growing number of people are willing to justify and even applaud killing 
in the name of politics and a warped sense of social justice. The chilling 
change appears to have accelerated in recent months. 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/bombshell-study-reveals-assassination-culture-080006498.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/bombshell-study-reveals-assassination-culture-080006498.html
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/donald-trump
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/donald-trump
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"What was formerly taboo culturally has become acceptable," Joel 
Finkelstein, the lead author of the report, told Fox News Digital. "We are 
seeing a clear shift – glorification, increased attempts and changing 
norms – all converging into what we define as ‘assassination culture.’" 

The NCRI study traces the cultural shift back to the assassination of 
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson by Luigi Mangione in December 
2024. What followed, researchers say, was a viral wave of memes that 
turned Mangione into a folk hero. 

According to the study, these memes have sparked copycat behavior 
targeting other figures associated with wealth and conservative politics. 

"It’s not just Luigi anymore," Finkelstein said. "We're seeing an expansion: 
Trump, Musk and others are now being openly discussed as legitimate 
targets, often cloaked in meme culture and gamified online dialogue." 

NCRI conducted a nationally representative survey of more than 1,200 U.S. 
adults, weighted to reflect national census demographics. The findings 
were stark: Some 38% of respondents said it would be at least 
"somewhat justified" to murder Donald Trump, and 31% said the same 
about Elon Musk. 

When counting only left-leaning respondents, justification for killing Trump 
rose to 55% and Musk to 48%. 

"These are not isolated opinions," the report states. "They are part of a 
tightly connected belief system linked to what we call left-wing 
authoritarianism." 

"Trump represents the perfect target for assassination culture. He’s 
powerful, he’s rich and he’s provocative," said Finkelstein to Fox News 
Digital. "That puts him on the highest shelf for those who glorify political 
violence." 

When asked whether destroying a Tesla dealership was justified, nearly four 
in 10 respondents agreed it was, to some degree. Among self-identified 
left-of-center participants, support for vandalism and property damage 
was significantly higher. 

"Property destruction wasn’t just an outlier opinion, it clustered tightly with 
support for political assassinations and other forms of violence," said 
Finkelstein. "This points to a coherent belief system, not just isolated 
grievances." 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/elon-musk
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/elon-musk
https://www.foxnews.com/category/auto/make/tesla
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Finkelstein said that while some level of violent sentiment exists on the 
right, "What we found was a statistically higher endorsement of political 
murder on the left, 41% more than among right-leaning participants." 

… 

The NCRI report ends on a sobering note: The normalization of assassination 
ideation is already spilling into real-world violence. Whether it’s attacks 
on Tesla dealerships or assassination attempts on public officials, the 
NCRI warns that political violence is no longer fringe but culturally 
fashionable in some corners of the internet. 


