
All Scripture is from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 1 

Text: Acts 26 
Title: Paul Before Festus and Agrippa 
Truth: Paul recounts God’s gracious salvation and calls for the audience to 
repent. 
Date/Location: Wednesdays 4/30 and 5/7, 14/2014 and 5/7, 14/2025 
 

Introduction 

To determine charges against Paul, Festus and Agrippa invited Paul to speak 
so they could examine him. They ended up listening to Paul give his life 
story including his early life, the period of Christian persecution that he 
did, his conversion, and what happened after his conversion. But Paul 
does get in a specific charge that they could send against him, and it 
shows how vacuous the case is against him. 

I note how Paul directly addressed his primary audience member, King 
Agrippa, by name (v. 2, 7, 19, 27). He recognized the king’s expertise in 
Jewish culture, which was going to influence how he understood what 
charges should be listed against Paul. 

He also addressed Agrippa directly with questions, such as in verse 8 as to 
why it should be thought incredible that God raises people from the 
dead. He also directly appealed to him to believe the word of God (v. 27). 
After all, though a king, Agrippa is just a man! 

I. Early Life and Zeal in Persecuting Christians, 1-11 

A. He was a strict Pharisee from young age. See Philippians 3. He was a 
religious conservative of that time period. 

B. He believed in the resurrection of the dead in a Jewish way, in which he 
understood OT revelation to teach that Israel would be resurrected (Job 
19:26-27, Ezekiel 37:11-13). 

C. As Paul understands the whole situation, it is his belief in resurrection 
generally, and in the resurrection of Jesus specifically, that has brought 
him into this conflict with the Jews (see also 25:19). In effect, he is 
answering the query of Festus and Agrippa—he is saying that the charges 
against him before Caesar should read: “This prisoner believes that a 
man named Jesus rose from the dead. The Jews believe the prisoner 
should die because of this belief.”  

Note well that this is a key portion of the gospel message. 

D. The fact that Paul believes in Jesus is made far more remarkable by the 
prior fact that he persecuted followers of Jesus before his conversion. He 
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was active in Jerusalem and to foreign cities. He was a zealot. He threw 
people in prison and wanted them to die for their faith. In short, he was 
then like his accusers are now, only even more zealous. 

II. Conversion and Call to Ministry, 12-18 

A. Jesus intervened directly. This is how Paul knew Jesus was alive. Paul 
recounts the experience which was still vivid in his memory. Note, for 
instance, he remembers the detail of Jesus speaking to him in the 
Hebrew language (v. 14). 

B. Paul believed in Christ. This experience on the road was “the moment” in 
which Paul was regenerated. He was illuminated (spiritually and 
literally!). He didn’t have much choice with the way Jesus interrupted his 
life. 

C. Paul had the unique experience of being called (actually commanded) by 
Jesus to go into Christian work. He was to serve and testify of what he 
saw and of what Jesus would soon reveal to him. This has rarely 
happened in world history—to some of the prophets of old. But it does 
not happen today, so no one can say they are “called” in this direct 
fashion. 

D. Paul was told to be a minister and witness both of what he had seen (in 
the appearance of Christ to him) as well as the things that Jesus would 
yet reveal to Paul. 

E. He was promised deliverance from the Jews and the Gentiles, at least for 
a time. The promise did not mean he wouldn’t face persecution! And the 
promise ran its course eventually and Paul did suffer death at the hands 
of the Gentiles. 

F. Jesus told Paul that his ministry would be focused on Gentiles: 

• To open their eyes. 

• To turn them from darkness to light. 

• To turn them from the power of Satan to God. 

• So that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance with 
all the saints. 

Note well again that this is a key expression of the gospel. 

III. After Conversion, v. 19-23 

A. Paul was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. This vision is “heavenly” 
in the sense that it is from God to Paul. The apostle Matthew often used 



 3  

similar round-about terminology—the kingdom of heaven—to describe 
the kingdom that comes from God without using the name of God. 

B. Paul immediately began to obey. This is the God-honoring response—
obedience. We desire to honor God by faithful obedience to His Word, 
whether that is to believe and be saved, or believe and obey in any 
number of areas including telling others of the need to come out of 
darkness and the realm of the Devil to be forgiven and have eternal life 
in Jesus the Messiah. 

C. Paul began to testify to people what he saw and heard, starting where he 
was in Damascus and moving back to Jerusalem, Judea, and then beyond 
to the Gentile world. He actually followed the pattern of Acts 1:8: 
Jerusalem, Judea, and then Samaria and the ends of the earth. 

D. His message was three-fold: that people should: 

1. repent (of sin) 

2. turn to God 

3. do works befitting repentance 

This is very similar to what John the Baptist preached years earlier 
(Matthew 3:2, 8). 

Note well that this is another expression of the message of the gospel. 
You can remember these three things—repent, turn, works. 

E. Paul again tells Agrippa the reason that he is under examination: the Jews 
did not like that he was reporting the message about Jesus, and so they 
seized him in the temple and attempted to murder him. There is a 
counter-accusation back against the Jews. In prior messages, I have 
indicated the miscarriage of justice toward Paul by suggesting that the 
judges/leaders should have dismissed the case against him. But it is 
worse than that—the victim has been charged with a crime, whereas the 
perpetrators (the Jews) are not on trial for attempted murder! Justice 
was not just messed up somewhat, it was all the way upside down. 

F. But, Paul testifies further, God has helped him so that he can continue to 
preach what the OT prophets and Moses already had said, namely that 
Jesus would suffer (die for sin), and then rise from the dead, and 
proclaim the light of salvation to Jews and Gentiles through His 
messengers. Here again is an expression of gospel truth! 

 Where were these prophetic messages? We see the promises in Isaiah 
53, alluded to in Luke 24, Psalm 110, and scattered throughout the Old 
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Testament literature. One author, Robert Wimer, finds 365 prophecies 
about Jesus in the Old Testament! Some are a stretch, but not all. 

Here again we have a key piece of the gospel that Christians teach. 

IV. Debate with Festus and Agrippa and Their Decision v. 24-32 

A. For some reason, Festus thought Paul was insane. His learning had driven 
him mad, Festus  said. What Paul was saying could not be true. It did not 
seem reasonable. Who could believe that a man would rise from the 
dead? That is impossible! And unless you either saw it, or believe the 
substantial eyewitness testimony, you will not believe it either. The 
gospel was crazy to Festus, as we should expect for many people we tell 
about it (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, 1 Corinthians 2:14, 1 John 2:11, John 
12:40). 

B. This interjection by Festus is an interruption in Paul’s ministry to Agrippa, 
so Paul objects that he is speaking truthfully and reasonably and then 
turns back to his primary audience, the king. 

C. To Agrippa, Paul reiterates that the king understands what Paul is talking 
about since he is a fairly well-informed man and probably knows about 
Jewish doctrine, and moreover the things Paul speaks of happened in 
public, not in a corner. Noticing them was not difficult for someone of 
reasonable intelligence and awareness. 

D. Paul appeals directly to Agrippa to affirm the beliefs Paul holds, based in 
the written prophets. He wants to at least get that affirmation out of the 
king so he knows where the king is at theologically and spiritually. If the 
king does believe the prophets, Paul could take him directly to the 
gospel. 

E. In verse, 28, Agrippa knows where Paul is taking him, and responds with 
something probably a bit more negative than the NKJV translates: “You 
almost persuade me to be a Christian.” It is probably more like, “In such a 
short time are you persuading me to become a Christian?” Or, “Do you 
suppose you can convince me so soon to be a Christian?” 

1. I am sympathetic with the king in that we should not expect anyone to 
make a decision for Christ in a quick or unthoughtful manner. But he 
does not offer to stop and think about it more deeply. He just brushes 
it aside. 

2. Perhaps a person does think about it for a while and no decision is 
rendered for Christ, we can only conclude he is willfully disobeying. Or 
maybe he is “passively delaying” and does not really think about it. 
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F. Paul says, in effect that he wishes Agrippa would begin to follow Christ 
right away. There is no time like the present! He wanted everyone to be 
like him in the sense that he is a Christian, except for the imprisonment 
he has had to go through, since he would not wish that on anyone. Paul’s 
mission is to persuade people to believe in Jesus Christ—and he is doing 
it at that moment. Again, we remind ourselves that freeing oneself from 
prison is not the highest priority—promoting Jesus is higher.1 

G. In the final two verses, Agrippa and Festus agreed that Paul had done 
nothing worthy of imprisonment and certainly not of death. 

1. At this point, they should have talked it over with Paul and said that he 
could be freed if he would “take back” his appeal.  

 Every Roman citizen had the right to appeal to Caesar, who was the 
highest judicial authority in the entire empire. Perhaps once a person 
appealed to Caesar, the appeal could not be undone or dropped, and 
so Festus had to follow through. Perhaps Paul now knew that and that 
this would be his method of conveyance to Rome and the evangelism 
in the highest levels of government. 

2. It would be interesting to know exactly what they wrote down as 
charges against Paul. That information is not recorded for us. It does 
not seem like the authorities figured out much more to say. 

Conclusion 

The remainder of the book of Acts deals with Paul’s journey to and initial 
ministry in Rome. 

What can we learn from this section? 

1. God sovereignly arranged the circumstances to get Paul to Rome. God’s 
sovereignty is over all things, even the details of your life. 

2. Paul uses his self-defense time to press the truth of Christ home to the 
hearts of King Agrippa, Festus, and the others present. This was 
connected to his defense in a legitimate way, so it was not a case of Paul 
going off-topic entirely. But that matter was the most important to 
him—to carry out the ministry assigned to him by the Lord. Acts 23:11 
says, “so you must also bear witness at Rome.” Acts 20:24 adds, “that I 

 

1 This may help you understand why Paul did not push for the end of slavery in the 
Roman empire. He was concerned with something even more important, and that is the 
propagation of the gospel. Slave or free matters nothing compared to whether you are 
free from sin and destined for eternal glory. 



 6  

may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus.” This ministry was focused on lost people, get them to turn 
from darkness. 

3. We also review within Paul’s testimony the basic content of the gospel—
repentance, forgiveness, release from bondage to Satan, the future 
inheritance, that Christ suffered, that He rose from the dead and 
proclaimed the light (of life) to the people. 

4. If you have nothing else to say, recount your conversion like Paul does. 
You might not have as dramatic a story, but you have one. You would 
explain what you were all about before you became a Christian, what 
happened when you turned to Christ, and the events afterward. This will 
be helpful in a couple of ways: showing how the faith is real and 
relatable; and triggering your memory about various aspects of the good 
news that you could give more details about, since you experienced 
them yourself. 

 MAP 


