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Introduction

The man in the crowd who was concerned about the inheritance had
covetousness in his heart. Another thing that may have explained
his desire for the inheritance is anxiety about how to provide for
himself and his family. He might like to be able to do that without
having to work hard. His question was sourced in covetousness and
possibly also anxiety or even laziness.

I. Do Not Worry about Life, v. 22-23

A. Jesus expands the message of verse 15 (beware of covetousness) in
this section: do not worry about your life and do not have an
anxious mind. Know that God cares for all your needs. Given this
truth about God, why do you want to succumb to covetousness,
which only moves you farther away from God rather than closer?

B. Life does not consist in the abundance of your possessions (v. 15).
Jesus adds in v. 23 that life is more than food, and the body is more
than clothing. How insignificant the precise quality of your meals if
you have sufficient to live; how unimportant the quality of your
clothes relative to your life. Take a long-term hostage as an
example. If you were his wife or mother or father, you would take
him back alive and well regardless of what he was wearing, or
nothing; and regardless of whether he lost weight from lack of
food. If your loved ones escaped the flames of a house fire or the
winds of a tornado, you would be so happy whether they were
wrapped in a sheet or wearing a suit or dress. All their material
things might be gone, but the safety of the people is by far the
most important.

Take these examples and fast forward them to the end of life. If
after you pass through the furnace we call life and on the other
side are safe in the arms of Jesus, what else matters? You bring
nothing across the great divide, but if your life is spared that is all

that matters! This is why life does not consist of food and clothing!
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C. We are not asking, “Why do you not do anything relative to
providing food and clothing for your family?” We are asking why
do you worry about that stuff? The Lord said: “Why are you
anxious for the rest?” You should not be anxious about it. But the
Lord never anywhere suggests that you should take a passive
stance in terms of being obedient to God to work and earn and do
something productive with your life which can be exchanged for
the needs of life. What he is saying is not to worry about those
things. You need to do what God has called you to do as a man or
woman in this life.

D. Do you worry about food, clothing, etc.? Imagine yourself in the
situation in which you do not have any food, have no way to buy
some, and do not have a job. We are not talking about worries like
“how can | look the best” or “how can | keep up with the Jones’s.”

E. And then ask yourself...would | really be able to not worry about
where my next meal will come from? Would | be able to trust the
Lord—the opposite of anxiety? Would | be more like the nations of
the world in this situation, or would | be more like a citizen of
God’s kingdom, trusting that God takes care of His own?

F. Think about trust in God for provision of needs and its opposite:
fear and worry. Those qualities do not help you. They might spur
you to action in a carnal way, or they might paralyze you. But if you
trust God and follow His ways, He will help you. Trust is not a
passive attitude only that you hold in lazy inactivity. It is an active
thing, walking in the way that God directs a faithful person to walk.

G. Expand that thought process to a different kind of trust—faith in
God for salvation. What is the opposite of that: fear and worry
again, or perhaps reliance upon yourself. All those qualities point
inward to the person who needs to be rescued. But this is like a
drowning person relying upon himself to save himself. Someone
who needs saving cannot save himself.

Il. Considering the Ravens and Lilies, v. 24-28

A. The Lord tells us to think about how God feeds the birds and
clothes the beautiful flowers. In both cases, Jesus speaks of things
that God does, and things that the birds and flowers cannot do.
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B. In the first place, God provides for these animals. Like His care for
the sparrows (12:6-7), God cares for all His animal creation despite
their limitations. They are important to Him because He created
them, and they represent His glory. Similarly with the flowers. God
arrays them in splendid “clothing,” yet they are only very temporal
parts of His creation because they spring up and shortly thereafter
dry out, wither, and die.

In both cases, the Lord Jesus uses these facts to remind His
disciples that God will care for you to, because you are far more
important and valuable to God than the animal and plant creation.
Indeed, Jesus asserts by way of rhetorical question that “you are of
more value than the birds” and God will take care of you even
more than the flowers. This teaches us God’s attitude about His
human creation, and so must inform our attitude about it too.

C. In the second place, there are things that the birds and flowers
cannot do. They cannot: sow, reap, use a storehouse or barn, toil
nor spin. They clearly do not have the ability to do things that we
would think necessary to survive—particularly if we did not live in
a specialized economy where relatively few of our population does
the work of farming and textiles. The animals and plants do what
God has designed them to do by instinct in conjunction with their
environmental conditions so that despite some harshness due to
the fall, planet-wide they prosper in vast numbers.

D. The fact that the birds and flowers cannot do these things is not an
excuse for us to sit around idle and wait around for God to do
something for us in terms of providing food and clothing. Note that
those birds and flowers do make use of the means and abilities
God has given them. He provides in part through those God-given
abilities. Birds forage for food, search for nest material, find
suitable roosts, do a lot of flying around, avoiding predators, etc.
The flowers do what God designed them to do by absorbing
nutrients and facing the sunshine. Just because birds and flowers
cannot do certain things or control their environment does not
mean we can choose not to do what is in our power to do.

E. Bringing this concept to its sharp point, God feeds the birds and
clothes the flowers despite their various inabilities but using their
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abilities. God does the same for us but gave us a bunch more
ability than He gave them. He will still care for us at the point of
our inability, but He will not magically take care of those things
within our power. Said another way, the birds do not plant or
harvest, and do not have barns to store ahead their food; but we
can plant and harvest and have barns...and fermentation, and
pasteurization, and refrigeration, and planning, and weather
forecasting, etc. We must make use of those things to the best of
our ability. The grass cannot toil nor spin to make clothing...but we
can do those things. God expects us to use what we can do to
provide food and clothing and shelter.

F. In and by our ability God takes care of us. He gives us those
abilities. And for those who do not have them, God provides others
who do, like parents, loved ones, church, government.

G. Beyond the edges of our ability, God will take care of His people.
We cannot control the weather. Sometimes we can control
conditions that lead to famine. We cannot change the soil and its
nutrients—but we can work to fertilize and irrigate and conserve.

H. Worrying does nothing to help in this regard. That is the point
sandwiched between the birds and flowers illustrations in verse
25-26. Being anxious cannot add anything to your height or
lifespan. Therefore, if worry cannot accomplish even the smallest
things, being anxious about bigger things certainly can do no good.
Worry is not an ability which helps provide for us!

lll. The Nations versus the Kingdom of God, v. 29-34

A. Earlier, the Lord taught in 12:15 that “one’s life does not consist in
the abundance of the things he possesses.” Now the Lord says that
“life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.”
Consequently, we should not seek with anxiety after those things.

B. There is a big contrast between the Lord’s people and those of the
kingdoms of the world. People in the world earnestly and urgently
seek after the food or the best food, “right look,” “the perfect
dress,” “the best handbag,” and so forth. Many people are totally
focused on the pursuit of the next meal or having enough to pay
the next bill without a thought of God.
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But Christians are not focused on that as top priority. We have
different priorities, particularly eternal life, different use of money,
different use of time, different use of attire, etc. Jesus wants to
have our thoughts and priorities bent toward God’s kingdom. Our
king will provide for us. He is a benevolent Father-King.

C. The Lord exhorts us not to fear. God will take care of us, even to
the point of giving us the kingdom. We are a small band relative to
the massive population of the world. But with the certainty of our
God granting us all things in the future, we can confidently not
worry about possessions and clothing and the like. We can give
freely, and God will bless with treasure in heaven.

D. Ironically, what you give in the name of the Lord enriches you more
than if you keep it. If a thief takes something from you, you have
nothing to show for it. But if you give something to a needy person
in the name of the Lord and by faith in Him, then He will reward
you with a “deposit” in heaven. On earth the amount in your wallet
will be the same as if someone stole it from you, but if you give it,
the blessedness of giving will be yours, and the blessing of reward
in heaven.

In that place, there is no inflation, no thievery, no destroying bugs,
nothing that can take away the value of what God has there for
you. All investment into the work of God will be worthwhile.

E. God is pleased to give his people the kingdom. So, you can give
alms with confidence, investing in the values of that kingdom
instead of the values of the kingdoms of this world. Here, things
are destroyed and stolen. But there, things are not stolen and do
not fade away.

F. Finally and almost in passing, our Lord and Savior mentions the
principle that where our treasure exists there our heart is too.
Follow the treasure, and you will find someone’s true heart. This
seems to be the same as the converse, “where your heart is, your
treasure is also.” You allocate your investment of life, time, money,
possessions to those things that are most important to you.

Sometimes people’s stated heart location is different than where
their “investments” are in fact going. For a trivial example, if you
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say you love a certain coffee shop, but never spend money there,
then your profession is called into question. If you feel that your
heart is distanced from something or want to claim that it is not
taken over by that priority, but you are still giving to it (or giving in
to it), then a significant piece of your heart is still there.

You can know about yourself where your heart is by examining the
decisions you have made regarding your money and time and
priorities, and where your worries have been centered.

As another practical example, if you stop giving to the church
although you would be able if you so desired, then we know that
your heart is elsewhere. It might be in another church, or in the
things of the world, but it is not with your people and ministry
here. Do not deceive yourself!

Conclusion

You and | have had that feeling when the cash flow during some
month or period of life just does not seem to be sufficient. Taxes
and health care and grocery bills and ... all conspire against our
minimum balance or our credit card limit. Check your priorities to
see where you are, and then, having re-oriented them toward God,
make the necessary changes to your budget and choices so that
you can meet your (new) obligations. There may be some loss,
some change, some new way of doing things, but you can manage
because you trust in the Lord! That new priority structure gives a
whole new way of guidance to your life situation.

MAP



