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Text: Luke 12:49-56 
Title: Division and Discernment 
Truth: The Lord’s work requires of us careful discernment. 
Date/Location: Sunday August 25, 2024 at FBC 

Introduction 

Jesus had been speaking about judgment in the prior verses. He 
continues that theme to teach about the purpose of His coming 
and the need for discerning about what He was doing. 

I. The Lord Brings Division, v. 49-53 

The Lord stated His purpose in coming into the world. It is three-fold. 

A. To send fire, which is a reference to judgment. God uses fiery trials 
to test and purify God’s people, and uses fire to judge those who 
rebel against Him or reject Him. John the Baptist mentions the 
baptism of fire that accompanied the Lord’s coming (Matt. 3:11). 
The Lord wished this was already underway—I think because that 
would mean His baptism (next) would already be done, and the 
unfolding of God’s plan for His people would be under way. 

B. To be baptized with His baptism. This refers to Jesus’s suffering on 
the cross and the associated humiliation before and burial 
afterward. He had to go through that baptism, that identification 
with sinners and their judgment. Looking at it from the human 
perspective, it was a highly unpleasant task. No one in their right 
mind enjoys suffering, but He had to do it. It was ordained before 
the foundation of the world for the glory of God’s holiness and for 
the substitutionary good of sinners. Our baptism is a symbol that 
signifies our identification with Him in His baptism of suffering 
(death) and also His victory over sin (resurrection). 

C. To produce division, not peace. This is a hard message, but it is 
true. The people thought when the Messiah comes, peace and 
prosperity would come immediately to the nation of Israel. But 
that was not God’s plan. In His wisdom, God designed for there to 
be a period of testing of the world to see if its inhabitants would 
receive the news of Jesus of Nazareth, or if they would not. Indeed, 
your whole life is a test. It tests whether you will love God and 
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neighbor, whether you will obey God, whether you will listen to His 
word, whether you will choose to follow Jesus…or not. The end of 
the spiritual school year is coming… 

 On this subject, do you remember what Simon said of Jesus when 
He was just a baby? Read it in Luke 2:34-35. 

D. We know from other passages of Scripture that Jesus did preach 
peace (Acts 10:36, Eph. 2:17) and commissioned His ministers to 
do the same (Rom. 10:15). That kind of peace is peace with God 
through Christ (Romans 5:1). Sadly, a person at peace with God 
often experiences conflict with the world because God’s ways are 
so different than the world’s ways, and God’s ways condemn the 
world’s ways. This is the irony of the Lord’s message: His preaching 
of peace actually creates division and hatred in the heart of those 
who do not want that peace. It is not the Lord’s fault that his 
coming produced division; division comes from the evil response to 
the Lord’s message. 

E. In an ideal world, without sin, the Lord’s appearance and message 
would not cause any division at all. There would be no fire, no 
families split against each other, no one at loggerheads over the 
faith. Everyone would simply follow the Lord and His ways, 
knowing Who He is and what is best for them and that to glorify 
God is what they would want. Peace with God and man would be 
the result. But we do not live in that kind of world. That is Heaven, 
and we are not there! We live in another world where rebellion 
against our Maker abounds and only a few follow the Lord. Many 
are called, but few are chosen (Matt. 20:16, 22:14). 

II. The Lord Teaches Us to Discern the Time, v. 54-56 

A. The people of Israel could predict the weather. They had 
rudimentary means to do so—observation of clouds out of the 
west, or the south wind, or the color of the sky in the evening or 
morning (Matt. 16:2-3). These observations and the patterns that 
they had previously experienced led them to be able to predict 
with a fair degree of accuracy that there would be a rain shower, 
or that it would soon be hot, or there would be fair or foul 
weather.  
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 Many adults have the same skill today, although I perceive we are 
losing it with easy access to the weather forecast on our phones. 
Instead of looking outside, you look in your pocket or purse! But if 
you are not enslaved to such a device, you know though if the 
south wind starts blowing that it is going to warm up, whether in 
winter or summer. We try to figure out if it is going to rain or be 
dry so we can mow the grass or cut the hay field or plant in the 
garden. We worry about a few raindrops or a snow shower before 
we decide to go to church (what!?). 

B. Unfortunately, the Lord says in verse 56, the people of the crowd 
think themselves to be wise but in fact they have little wisdom. 
They cannot discern the times in which they lived, but they 
professed to know about the sky and the earth, things orders of 
magnitude less important. They are hypocrites in thinking they are 
smart: understanding the weather is insignificant in comparison to 
the need to discern spiritual matters. 

 Commentator Geldenhuys gives another angle on the hypocrisy: 
the people were smart enough to figure out the weather; so, they 
should easily be able to see where the “wind was blowing” with 
Jesus, the signs He worked, etc. But they dismissed those obvious 
“spiritual weather indicators.” They closed their eyes to it and 
were thus hypocrites. They knew what was obviously true, but 
they would not admit it. They were unwilling, not ignorant. 

C. Who cares about the weather? It is what it is. If it is 10 degrees 
warmer or cooler today than yesterday, it does not matter. 
Seasons will come and go like the Lord promised, and there is not 
one thing you can do about that. Only sometimes do we need to 
know the weather to do outdoor work. Otherwise, we carry on 
with the day, thinking about some other mundane things. What we 
need to do is discern where we live in relation to the Lord and this 
world. We need to be much deeper thinkers than worrying about 
the weather. 

D. To “discern” means to make a critical examination of something to 
determine what is really happening or what the truth behind 
something is. They were giving more time to the discernment of 
the weather than they were to figuring out what Jesus was doing 
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and who He was, and about the sin of their leaders, and the 
deception of the devil. 

E. They had, in their own time, standing in front of them, the Lord of 
heaven, a miracle worker of unequaled power, their king, their 
Savior and Messiah, one who could forgive sins and heal their 
diseases, but they did not recognize the obvious signals that this 
was the case. They had the babe born of a virgin in Bethlehem 
right in front of them, Son of God and Son of Man. They could not 
see the plain truth. They needed to move from weather prediction 
(this leads to that) to a higher level of paying attention: He is the 
Messiah. He fits all the promises of the Old Testament so far. 

F. Today in God’s word we have all the signals, plus all the 
explanation, plus a risen Savior, plus a world full of churches that 
try, in their various ways, to worship God and reach those who do 
not know Him or His Book. And we have quite a few Christians that 
are not seriously involved in the work of promoting Jesus. But 
everything that is needed for life and godliness is right here before 
us… 

III. Application 

A. For non-Christians. True discernment will take stock, critically 
examine the information in Scripture, and see if there really is any 
truth in the gospel message that we deliver, instead of dismissing it 
as too hard, too harsh, too narrow-minded, too idealistic, too 
Victorian, etc. 

B. For those who already follow Jesus. We need spiritual discernment, 
not to get angry at someone who shares the “edge” of the gospel 
with us or with others. We must take stock of the message and 
recognize that if Jesus preached it, it is good. We cannot feel like 
we must water down the message of Jesus Christ because it is 
politically incorrect or it is unpalatable to cultural sensitivities. We 
cannot shy away from teaching the hard parts of the gospel 
because it will cause someone to fear or to be offended. We must 
not set Christ aside from the center of the home because it will 
cause division or discomfort. 
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C. Christianity teaches that this world is literally going to Hell, yet 
many Christians do not want to say what their faith teaches. The 
Christ of Christianity teaches that people will die in their sins if 
they do not trust in Him, that people who live a lifestyle of idolatry 
and hatred and murder and sexual perversion will not inherit the 
kingdom of heaven, that the hearts of the sons of men are full of 
wickedness, that we must love our neighbors as ourselves, do good 
to all men and especially the household of faith, and love our God 
above anything else. He tells us to turn from our evil ways and 
embrace Him and His righteousness. Christ teaches us that He is 
the way of salvation and rescue from the mess we are in, yet then 
we wonder (or are told by others) that this is too narrow even 
though it is the best news anyone could hear. We are told by the 
world that we must “broaden our appeal.” Cannot we discern a 
huge red flag with this, because Jesus Himself taught that the 
broad way is the way of destruction (Matt. 7:13-14)? 

D. Our appeal is broad enough already: Christ will save anyone and all 
who come to Him in repentant faith. He will not cast any person 
aside who comes to Him like this. His work on the cross is enough 
to save all the people in this world, and many worlds besides 
these, if only they would have Him. 

E. You see the sin of this world. You see the corruption. You see the 
hate. You see the murder of babies, the mutilation of children, the 
destruction of the family, of gender, of the home, the corruption, 
the dishonesty, the ignorance, and that all of this is going to end in 
utter calamity and disaster. Cannot we discern the time? Are we 
able to roll with the division because that is what the Lord came to 
do—to make it clear who is on the Lord’s side and who is not. 

F. The connection between the two sections 49-53 and 54-56: Since 
the Lord is bringing fire, we ought to make every effort to discern 
where we fit into His program and how we are doing. Before things 
get too crazy, our lives need to be put right. 

G. Geldenhuys again: “Today also there are for us all many signs 
pointing to the seriousness of life and to the necessity of right 
living. Especially those who have the opportunity of reading the 
Bible and listening to the preaching of the Gospel have the fullest 
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opportunities of discerning the signs of the times and of knowing 
that Jesus is the Redeemer. He who is blind to this and who does 
not take heed, while the period of grace continues, to have peace 
with God through the Saviour, must await a dark future.” 
(Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, p. 369). 

 MAP 


