Text: Luke 12:49-53, 54-56 (review) and 12:57-59

Title: More on Divisions and Discernment

Truth: Consider your spiritual standing and make every effort to settle with God.
Date/Location: Sunday September 1, 2024 at FBC

|. Review: The Division Idea, v. 49-53

A. In the prior section, God records through Luke the fact that Jesus was not
just bringing warm, fuzzy, good feelings to the world. His preaching of
peace with God would ironically cause division between people. | focused
in a big-picture way on how we should be discerning about the Lord
Jesus and introduce Him to people without apology for the division-
causing nature of His message. We cannot be hesitant or attempt to
water down the message to make it more acceptable by taking away the
hard edge. Yes, the gospel tells us bad news—but there is good news
too. Yes, it tells us that not every road leads to God—only one road goes
there. Yes, it says that some people will not be accepted by God—
namely, those who do not turn from their sin and seek forgiveness by
faith. This all flies directly into the face of a world that demands you
accept it on its terms, not on God’s terms. Yes, it tells us that there is a
consequential judgment concerning how we have lived. But it also
promises eternal life through knowing Jesus, and many blessings besides.
Do not shy away from Christ—not confessing Him before men just
because it is inconvenient or uncomfortable.

B. But if we zoom in from the big picture to the “small picture” of the
dynamics of a particular family divided against itself, things become
uncomfortable in another way. How do you live in a home where it is 3-
vs-2 or daughter-vs-mother or any other combination of disunity?
Perhaps you can only imagine that because your household is small or
composed entirely of Christians. On the other hand, maybe this difficulty
is not hypothetical for you, but real?

C. If your spouse is not a Christian but you are, then read and carefully
digest 1 Peter 3:1-6. Words are necessary to communicate the gospel,
but you cannot nag or incessantly be confronting your spouse about
Jesus. Instead, you live as His child. That includes praying, submission,
love, kindness, gentleness, reasonableness, etc.

D. It is similar for those of us with unbelieving children. Every couple who
embarks upon having a family enters dangerous territory—bringing
unsaved youngsters into the world and into the home with all the
difficulties thus entailed. To help them, we share by word and life our
personal connection to Jesus Christ; we take them to church consistently,
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help them understand what they are learning in the Lord’s house, review
it, say no to their sinful excesses and unwise plans, help them make
decisions, educate them according to the Scriptures, etc. But it is far
more than what we do toward or with our children. It has to do with our
own standard of living. Living day-to-day for the Lord, with self-control,

E. For those out-laws, ahem, in-laws, in our lives who may be “divided” from
us in the faith, let me encourage you to not be part of the problem. Too
often, Christians can be hard to get along with; can be catty; are gossipy;
meddlesome; sometimes drama kings and queens. This only serves to
exacerbate problems that exist—and besides these behaviors are not at
all appropriate for one who claims to be a Christian, no matter what the
in-law is like. Quiet! Ponder on 1 Thess. 4:11-12. Serve when that can be
helpful. Stay away when it is not. Keep open lines of communication. Do
not be looking for or pointing out every fault. Your unsaved extended
family has plenty of faults to be sure, and so do you. Make sure you give
them no excuse to blaspheme the name of Christ because of your
conduct.

Il. Settle Your Disputes Quickly, v. 57-59

A. Have you noticed that with some disputes, the longer it lingers, the more
entrenched the parties become, until they lose perspective on the
importance of the dispute, and it becomes bigger than could ever be
justified by the original issue?

B. The Lord gives us wisdom if we find ourselves in a legal battle, particularly
one involving a financial debt or settlement.

C. The background of the situation could be an unwise indebtedness
agreement that a person (you?) made with someone else. That debt
could be your own, or that you sign up to back someone else in their
indebtedness. The Scripture has something to say about that:

Prov. 22:26: Do not be one of those who shakes hands in a pledge, one of
those who is surety for debts.

To “shake hands in a pledge” means to make a binding agreement. To
become “surety” is like co-signing on a loan, making yourself legally
liable for the debt of another person. You are making yourself
responsible for another person’s debt in case of default. If they
default on their payments, guess who pays?

Proverbs 6:1-5 is an extended section on the folly of becoming a
guarantee for a friend. Note that it is for a friend. It is almost never a
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stranger who asks you to help with a debt! The remedy if you have
made this foolish mistake is to go, humble yourself, and arrange to get
out of the co-signing agreement. It is a dangerous situation that calls
for rapid, decisive action.

Other Proverbs address the same topic: 11:15, 17:18, 20:16 (this is a hard
verse to understand), 22:26.

The best advice is simply to avoid such arrangements altogether. Then
you do not have to correct a foolish mistake. If you wish to be
benevolent to someone, give them a gift instead of becoming a
guarantee on a loan or making them a loan yourself.

Because the borrower is servant to the lender (Prov. 22:7), and you want
to be free if possible (1 Cor. 7:21), my general advice is to avoid debt
as much as you can. Sometimes, for housing for example, it is not
realistically possible. Do not take debt on depreciating items. Pay off
debt as soon as possible. Accelerate payments when possible.

Perhaps another situation caused the adversarial relationship to come
about: you failed in a payment on a legitimate debt you incurred, or
there was a property dispute, or damage to personal property, or a
business deal that went sideways somehow.

D. The Lord reflects the wisdom of the Proverbs. He tells us to settle the
situation, even if it means suffering some loss. Better to have a smaller
loss than to be exposed to a greater loss or to be thrown into prison. You
want to be energetic about trying to make a satisfactory settlement so
that you avoid the potential outcome of a long-term prison stay. Spare
no effort to do that.

E. The situation is financial in nature because you would stay in prison until
you have paid off a debt. A mite was a very small copper coin, worth a
fraction of a penny. In other words, this would be a debtor’s prison
where you would have to work to pay off everything you owe to the last
penny. You would be a slave to whomever it was that you owed the debt
(Prov. 22:7).

F. Discernment about earthly judgment. In verse 54-56, Jesus critiqued the
crowd’s ability to figure out the weather, but not to be able to figure out
(discern) what was going on spiritually right in front of them. How could
they not discern this time? In Luke 19:41-44 Jesus wept over the city of
Jerusalem because they did not “get it.” They were clueless.

They had a will to know about the weather. But that is a superficial thing.
They had little or no will to know about the things of God. They were
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interested in the weather, but not in the things of God. Their view of the
heavens stopped at the first heaven.

This flows into what Jesus says in verse 57 where he asks another
guestion. Why concerning yourselves do you not judge what is right?
When you face the kind of situation we are talking about above, you
must be clear-eyed as to your fault, your guilt, your role in the situation.
Then make a good decision based on those facts.

You probably have heard of situations where a person makes some
strained argument to get themselves out of trouble, when the reality is
that they messed up and they simply are guilty or owe money. You must
be able to discern the about yourself when you know you are going to be
seeing a judge. “Did | mess up?”

G. Discernment about final judgment. You do know you will stand before at
least one judge in your life, and that is the Judge of all, the Lord Jesus
Christ. See Acts 17:30-31. Knowing this, do you not judge what is right?
You know you are going to see God. Are you clear-eyed as to your guilt,
your fault? Do you recognize the darkness of your own heart? In other
words, is He presently your adversary as well as your Judge? Without
properly judging yourself and getting things fixed up (through Jesus) you
will not depart from the debtor’s prison until you have paid the last mite,
which you can never actually do. It is critical that you spare no effort to
figure out how to be right with God.

Do you know that “on the way” through life, before you get to
sentencing, you can settle with Him, and He will not throw you into
prison?

Conclusion

You have every opportunity to discern the times (54-56) and to figure out
where you stand with God (57-59). This is because you have God’s word
available to you. You have preaching. You have other Christians to whom
you can talk. You even have freedom to choose to follow God. There are
no excuses!
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