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Text: Luke 13:18-30 
Title: The Narrow Way into a Growing Kingdom 
Truth: Make every effort to know the Lord Jesus. 
Date/Location: Sunday September 29, 2024 at FBC 

Introduction 
The Lord continues on his way toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). His 

route was winding and included many stops along the way to 
teach. Now He speaks more about the coming kingdom. 

I. Parables of Mustard Seed and Leaven, 13:18-21 
A. The two parables teach the same lesson. Jesus uses a pair of 

common likenesses to help his hearers to understand what the 
kingdom of God is like. It starts small obscure like a small seed and 
a small amount of leavening agent. It is part of a larger “thing” or 
world. It takes time to grow and permeate its world. But in the 
end, it becomes a very big thing. It becomes so large, as opposed 
to small and obscure, that it is the dwelling place for many and 
impacts everything around it. 

B. A mustard seed has no moral connotation. The garden has no 
moral meaning. The meal has no moral implication. Similarly, the 
leaven in this case has does not have an immoral connotation. 
Sometimes in Scripture leaven is used to signify a sinful permeating 
influence, but this time leaven is used to signify a righteous 
permeating influence. In any case, it is helpful to remember that if 
the kingdom of God is like leaven, we know for sure that the 
leaven is not like sin because the kingdom is not like sin! It must be 
like leaven in some other way. 

C. Some have taken these parables to mean that the kingdom is 
presently operational and in a post-millennial fashion will grow and 
grow and finally enact a friendly takeover of the rest of the world. 
Others postulate that the kingdom is the church and that the early 
and rapid growth of the church is the fulfillment of the mustard 
seed growing and the leaven filling the dough.  

D. Experience tells us otherwise, as does Scripture with its prophecies 
of bad times in the end and that Christians have not yet entered 
the kingdom. There must be another explanation. And that 
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explanation is implied in the parables themselves: the kingdom 
starts out small and obscure, so much so that the world considers 
it insignificant. It consists of the King’s citizens, gathering in 
outposts like little embassies throughout the world, serving as 
ambassadors to that world. It grows and works in continuing 
relative obscurity until a time when its king returns. When He does, 
it will be sturdy enough to house and nourish the nations, and it 
will have a thorough-going impact on the whole world. Even 
individuals will be transformed by the leaven of the kingdom. The 
knowledge of God will be distributed well throughout the world 
(Jer. 31:34, Isaiah 11:9), not just in pockets here and there. 

E. Birds dwelling in the tree connects theologically back to the Old 
Testament passages in which Gentile nations were or will be under 
the power and rule of the kingdoms of Assyria, Babylon, and 
eventually Israel. Those sections bear careful reading, and they are 
Ezekiel 31:3-6, Daniel 4:20-22, Ezekiel 17:22-24. 

F. When our King arrives, His kingdom will flourish and completely 
take over. The nations of the world will dwell under its protective 
canopy, and it will thoroughly influence the entire world.  

G. Large-scale application. Presently, the nations are not dwelling in 
Christ-kingdom conditions. They are dwelling in their own wisdom 
and in opposition to one another. They make fierce attempts to 
resist the leavening of righteousness in the church and God’s 
people. They try to keep the mustard bush down. None of this is 
surprising given the condition of the general state of unbelief as 
well as the thorough depravity of many world rulers, whether 
public facing or behind the scenes with power, money, and 
philosophy. 

H. Personal application. Do not be disappointed that it is taking time 
for the Lord to return and bring the kingdom out of obscurity. He 
does not measure time as we do (2 Peter 3:8). Nor does He 
measure importance or righteousness by influence or “size” of the 
church. A small, quiet, consistent growth throughout the world is 
good. We should not be discouraged that there are many small 
churches dotting the landscape of our world. But do know too that 
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you will come face to face with the King in all His ruling glory and 
will give account to Him (Psalm 2:10-12). 

The connection between these parables and the next section is that 
the kingdom starts out small and (even today) remains obscure for 
a time. But it will have a worldwide impact. The question then is, 
“Who is going to be in this kingdom? Who will be blessed to be 
part of it, and who will be shut out?” This is the question asked by 
the person in verse 23. 

II. The Narrow Way into the Kingdom, 13:22-30 
A. A person asked Jesus this question: “Lord, are there few who are 

saved?” I have been asked that question; I have wondered about 
that question; you probably have asked it of yourself or someone 
else. Today people think they know the answer: everyone will be 
saved, or lots of people except the really bad ones will be saved. 
That is not the answer that Jesus gave. Others are extremely 
pessimistic and make it almost impossible to be saved—practically 
requiring 100% doctrinal subscription or behavior up to “their” 
standard before they will consider someone a likely candidate. 
That is not the answer the Bible gives either. But the question 
stands out there: will I be saved? will you? 

B. What do you suppose the person meant by the question? What did 
the man or woman think “saved” means? Many in our culture find 
this term to be odd or foreign. Saved? From what? But Jesus often 
talked about being saved/rescued. Sometimes he meant temporal 
rescue (Luke 1:71, 6:9, 23:35, 37, 39). But often it had the added 
nuance or exclusive reference to being preserved from 
transcendent danger or destruction, i.e., to be rescued from 
eternal death (Luke 7:50, 8:12, 9:24, 9:56, 13:23, 17:33, 18:26, 
19:10). 

C. The answer Jesus gives uses words and phrases that make it clear 
what the true answer is: strive, narrow, many will seek to enter 
and will not be able, I do not know you. We are right to understand 
that the answer is “relatively few.” But the Lord’s focus is not on 
what happens with everyone else. He focuses on you. Do not worry 
about statistical questions and how many this and who that which 
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might serve to puff you up. Concern yourself with obedience to the 
Lord. 

D. Back to those words and phrases that indicate only few saved: 

1. “Strive.” Agonize is a word we get from this verb. It means the 
exertion of concentrated strength (Geldenhuys, Commentary on 
the Gospel of Luke, p. 381). Notice that Jesus says to strive to 
enter the narrow gate. It is not an easy thing, even though 
salvation is freely given, the pathway thus chosen is difficult. 

2. “Narrow.” It is dimensionally “skinny.” Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter 
by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 
14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads 
to life, and there are few who find it.” There are many people 
who know about Jesus, are familiar with Him, even rubbed 
shoulders with Him during His life. But that familiarity is not 
knowledge, not relationship, not saving. 

3. “Many will seek.” From the context and the parable of the 
bridegroom and virgins, we understand that the attempt to 
enter comes later, after the door is closed. There is no second 
chance. They seek but do not strive, and will not be able to 
enter. They will shut out. Striving now is not the same thing as 
seeking later, after the door is shut. There is a good sense of the 
idea of seeking (like “ask, seek, knock,” Matt. 7:7-8, Luke 11:9-
10) but that does not apply after the time is up, the game is 
over, and your term is finished. When your life is over, you 
cannot fairly ask for a re-do and “sorry” and all that. God’s 
ground rules are clear right now, right here. The door of grace, 
narrow as it is, does stand open today. 

4. “I do not know you.” The Lord knowing you is the main issue of 
life. Ironically, it is not even you knowing the Lord. If you claim 
external realities like eating in His presence or hearing His 
teaching, that is not sufficient. What you need is the internal 
knowledge of the Lord. 

E. The setting of the kingdom: the patriarchs are there, the prophets 
are there; the redeemed of the ages are there, those from every 
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direction of the compass are there, Gentiles as well as Jews 
regathered. But the fake religionists will not be there. 

F. Let sink into your heart the terror of this image—of people trying to 
get in, being told to depart, informed that they are strangers—the 
owner of the house does not know them, and being on the outside 
looking into the kingdom feast. Those outside will be weeping and 
gnashing their teeth. They will have the guilt of conscience that 
strikes one left out. This is not a dream, friends; this is reality. Such 
people will be stricken permanently. 

G. I speak to you professing Christians here today as well as those 
who have rejected the way of the perfect Lamb: While it is now, 
you must strive to enter the narrow gate. Make every effort to 
make your calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:10). Work our your 
salvation with fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12). Examine yourselves 
and make sure that you are in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5). Take up your 
cross and follow Him (Matt 10:38, 16:24). Confess Him before men 
(Matt. 10:32-33). Do not be ashamed of Him and His words (Mark 
8:38). 

H. The last who will be first are the Gentiles, despised and the lowly 
but Jesus will bring some into His fold. The first who will end up 
last are the Jewish people who in Jesus’s day ignored His teaching 
and despised Him. The first who will become last today are people 
who ignore God and despise what He teaches but have a level of 
prominence or prosperity. Not everyone in the end will be the 
same. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled. 
Those who care not for righteousness will be empty. 

I. I am trying to be nice here, dear listener, but the truth is unpleasant 
and there are no ways to explain what Jesus says that eliminate 
the difficulty of it. I can try to add a bunch of flowery (and outright 
false) words to make the narrow way sound broader, or to make 
eternity apart from Christ seem better, or to make being shut out 
less harsh, but try as you might, you cannot change Jesus’s words. 
They are what they are. Jesus is the one Who came from Heaven 
to reveal the way of salvation and gave that way to His apostles 
and followers—and even a demon-possessed slave girl knew it 
(Acts 16:17). He is the way of salvation. 
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J. It is Him that we proclaim—the way of faith, not our selves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, to present everyone perfect in Christ Jesus 
(Rom. 10:8, 2 Cor. 4:5, Col. 1:28). What the apostles saw and heard 
and touched they proclaimed to us, that we have fellowship with 
them (1 John 1:3). We pray you too share in this life. 

Conclusion 
You and I can be saved by God’s grace and only by God’s grace. We 

are saved by trusting in Him. A genuine relationship or 
“connection” with God is needed, which is impossible apart from 
turning from sin to God in Christ. 

Trusting in God and Christ does not excuse us from striving, working 
as hard as we can for Him, against our sin, for righteousness, for 
the salvation of others, for righteousness in our families and 
church and world. 

 MAP 


