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Text: Luke 15:1-32 
Title: Receiving Sinners 
Truth: Jesus rebukes the attitude that rejects sinners and commends loving 
them and rejoicing when they repent. 
Date/Location: Sunday November 10, 2024 at FBC 

Introduction, v. 1-2 

With some work, we can understand these parables well. What takes more 
work, and the burden I have for this message, is to internalize the point 
of why Jesus spoke these parables. If we look carefully at the text in 
verse 1, it tells us that tax collectors and sinners drew near to Jesus to 
hear His teaching. But the Pharisees and scribes complained: they did not 
like the fact that Jesus received sinners and ate meals with them. This 
shows that they wanted a rather complete separation from those whom 
they thought were sinners, less than themselves. 

I. Why Jesus Spoke the Three Parables, v. 3 

A. The Pharisees and scribes were very odd and extreme in their separation, 
to the point of being morally reprehensible for their complaining stance 
against Jesus. How is anyone to help people in need without getting 
somewhat close to them? 

B. Then, Luke reports, Jesus spoke this parable. We as readers must not miss 
the connection: Jesus spoke the parable purposefully to address their 
complaint about how He received sinners and to contrast their 
unwillingness with His willingness to receive sinners. Jesus is telling the 
parables not simply to tell interesting stories, nor to focus us the lost 
being found (that is important), but most importantly to confront the 
attitude that we cannot or do not reach out to sinners, even to eat with 
them or speak to them. 

C. The danger of being in a church or mission-station mentality, or isolated 
in a Christian home most of the time, is that you can fall into the attitude 
that you do not associate with people who do not have their lives 
“together.” You may look at them with a level of disgust. Perhaps they 
dress very strangely, or cross-dress, or they are gay, or drug addicts, or 
homeless…Practically speaking, you complain when someone receives 
sinners and eats with them. Not often out loud, of course, because that 
would not be polite!  

D. I want you to really evaluate your attitude toward others in this regard. 
Think of those “sinners” today that you might hesitate to eat with or talk 
to in any meaningful way. If when you see someone much different than 
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yourself, obviously not a Christian, and the word and attitude “freak” 
come to your mind, could I suggest to you that you might have fallen in 
the Pharisee trap? If your neighbor is a kook, remember he is a kook with 
an eternal destiny, with a God who is concerned for his soul, and who 
has  a neighbor who knows Jesus. How are we to grow the church if we 
will not reach the lost? Would you invite a gay person to your home, or 
go to their home, to share a meal? Would Jesus receive that invitation? 
How about a promiscuous heterosexual? How about a…Democrat 
officeholder? Republican senator? Are any of these sinners really worse 
than the others? It used to be that illegitimate children were treated like 
this by cultured or religious people—and they did not do any sin to be 
awarded that status by society. It was their parents who sinned. We need 
to examine ourselves to see where we are at on this whole matter. 

E. I am not talking about going into unnecessarily dangerous situations, 
especially for women. Some situations may be uncomfortable, but we 
need to overcome that. 

II. The Parables as a Whole, v. 4-7, 8-10, 11-32 

A. Now focus on the big picture of the chapter. The Lord moves from a lost 
sheep to a lost coin to a lost son. Do you think there is any significance to 
the juxtaposition of these three parables? Why are they right next to 
each other? I suspect the Lord designed the narrative structure to be a 
simple lesser-to-greater format to get across his point. If you rejoice over 
a sheep found, and are happy about lost money being recovered, how 
could you not be highly desirous of people being brought to their senses 
and into a restored relationship with God? How could you care more 
about animals and money than about people? How could you not receive 
sinners? How could you be uninterested in their fate? 

B. Speaking of animals and money, remember how the Pharisees watched 
Jesus to see if He would heal the man with dropsy (14:1-6)? We 
ascertained in that section that they placed higher value on their animals 
than they did on people. In Luke 16:14 we will see that they were lovers 
of money as well. 

C. Jesus knew that He would gain the agreement of His audience, including 
the Pharisees, with the first two stories. Everyone would be happy to find 
their lost animal or money. But why is it that people would treat prodigal 
sons worse than lost animals or coins?  

D. Let us be honest with ourselves again and do some self-evaluation. Do 
you care more about your animals and possessions and money than you 
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do other people? Can you reflect on why that is? Is not that a 
manifestation of self-love as over against love for others? 

E. Rather than refusing to receive sinners, Jesus teaches the right attitude is 
to rejoice when someone comes to know the Lord. The prospect of such 
rejoicing drives us to find sinners to help come to know the Lord. 

III. The Prodigal Son and the Gracious Father, v. 11-32 

A. Jesus is trying to teach us to be like the father in the parable, and not like 
the older brother. 

B. The father:  

1. Was very gracious to his younger son. 

2. Was known by the son to be forgiving and this proved to be true. 

3. Was looking for his son to come back. 

4. Was very loving and glad to see the son come home. 

5. Was able to see the most important things, namely that the son was 
alive not dead, found not lost. Conversely, was not upset at the waste 
of his material goods. I suspect he did not see those things as “his.” 

6. Was willing to celebrate because a hard time in his life and particularly 
his son’s life was over. 

7. Was very gracious to the older son, trying to help him deal with his 
selfishness. 

8. Was certain that it was morally right to celebrate the return of his son, 
not morally wrong as the older brother thought. 

C. On the other hand the older brother, like the Pharisees: 

1. Was angry to the point of not associating with his brother and father 
and not willing to celebrate with them. 

2. Was self-righteous. He said he never transgressed. I could see 
someone “sanctifying” this by admitting he has transgressed in some 
areas and is working on those, but that he has not transgressed nearly 
as badly as the younger brother. 

3. He was self-centered. He blamed the father for never giving him a 
small animal and allowing him to have a party with his friends. By so 
saying, he was saying that the father was morally in the wrong for 
being forgiving toward his brother! 
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4. Was not loving toward his family. He did not count making merry with 
his father and restored brother as at least of equal importance to 
doing so with friends. 

5. Was unwilling to recognize the son as his own brother. 

D. I could imagine someone thinking that it is fine for God to receive sinners, 
but I am not going to do that. But how do you logically expect God to 
receive you if you are supposed to be like God (Matt. 5:48) and you will 
not receive sinners? Do you expect God to be unlike you when you are 
expected to be like Him? 

IV.  Are You a Lost Son? 

A. Like the sheep who is missing from his flock, or the coin who is not with 
the others of her kind, or the son who deeply feels the estrangement 
from his father, so you may read these words and feel deeply the 
distance between you and God. That feeling very well could be God 
shaking your shoulder to wake you from your sleep and bring you into 
the wakefulness of life. 

B. The distance is closed when you “come to yourself” and recognize that 
God is forgiving and will receive you. It may be that your boss will not 
receive you, your older brother will not kindly receive you, and the pigs 
will not receive you. But God will. If you recognize that He has bread 
enough and to spare, and will rejoice when you come home, then you 
are well on your way to reconciliation with God. Come to Him, trusting in 
His good will for you and His loving care and in His way through Jesus 
Christ. He gave Himself in sacrifice in your place and arose from the dead 
to guarantee not only present reconciliation with God, but eternal life 
with Him. 

 MAP 


