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Text: Luke 16:14-18 
Title: God Knows Your Heart 
Truth: Let God’s Law search your heart instead of justifying yourself. 
Date/Location: Sunday November 24, 2024 at FBC 

Introduction 

Upon initial reading, it appears that Jesus addresses several distinct 
subjects in these verses: covetousness, self-justification, the 
kingdom of God, the law, and divorce and remarriage. Is there a 
thread that connects these together—a thread that is not 
manufactured? 

I. Seek the Justification that Only Comes from God, v. 14-15 

A. Lovers of money. Any criticism of their money-loving ways they 
would not accept. They thought they could be “religious” at the 
same time that they were serving money. At least some historians 
say they were middle-class, not wealthy in comparison to the 
Sadducees, but that does not prohibit them from loving money. It 
may be also that they thought they deserved their wealth because 
of their fastidious observance to God’s law. It was their due 
reward. Jesus was not well-off like they were. 

B. They justified themselves before people. But the critical issue is 
whether God has justified you. What does that mean? If a person is 
innocent of wrongdoing, a good judge will vindicate or “justify” 
her, which means to declare that she is righteous. If a person is 
guilty, the good judge will “condemn” that person, which means to 
declare that he is guilty. 

 Do not seek to justify yourself. To say that you are innocent only 
goes so far, and it sounds self-serving. Only God can truly 
constitute someone as righteous (in Jesus) and then make an 
unimpeachable declaration that such is the case. 

C. God is omniscient. He knows your heart and what is deep in there. 
How exactly God can do that is beyond my comprehension. But he 
knows if you are seeking the honor that comes from God, or if you 
are seeking it from fellow man (John 5:44). He knows if you think 
of yourself as good, better than others. He knows if you ignore His 
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revelation in the Old Testament. He also knows if you have lusted 
after others and thus committed adultery already in your heart, 
and if you have done so with your body. And He knows if you are 
taking your marriage seriously. 

D. The things that men value, before whom you try to justify yourself 
on those values as a basis, are not right in the sight of God. He 
finds those values and standards to be an abomination. Whoever 
thinks he has more money or things, or whoever has more power, 
or whoever aggrandizes himself more, none of that is credit to 
God. The things that man in his sinful state esteems, God finds to 
be dirty and abominable. 

E. Titles, degrees, prominence, riches, and ostentatious almsgiving are 
things which are esteemed by man but are of no account to God. 
Actually they are worse than of no account—they are abominable. 
This word is used in the “abomination of desolation.” It means 
something disgusting, loathsome. It is something that arouses 
judicial wrath (not an angry outburst). Loving these things is 
idolatry. Trusting these things is empty. Ask God to justify you 
instead. 

II. Take the Old Testament Seriously, v. 16-17 

A. The phrase “law and the prophets” refers to God’s revelation prior 
to Jesus. These two divisions stand for the entire Old Testament. 
(The writings is the third division, books including Psalms and 
Proverbs.) For further study on this phrase, see Matt. 7:12, 22:40; 
Acts 13:15; and Romans 3:21. 

B. In this paragraph, the Lord lays out a big-picture timeline of God’s 
design for world history. There is something that ended around 
John the Baptist, and then a new thing that started after His 
ministry. That new thing was that the kingdom of God was 
preached. If there is a division between Old and New Testament, it 
is at this point. Still, I prefer to see the Bible as a unity, not as two 
pieces. Matthew continues immediately from Malachi. 

C. What does “pressing into it” mean? Some persons, when they 
heard the message of John and of Jesus, saw the ultimate value of 
God’s kingdom and made every effort to get “in.” The religious 
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leaders of the day did not want people to hear about the Lord’s 
kingdom and they themselves did not believe in the king. 

D. There is yet continuity with the prior dispensation. That continuity 
is expressed this way: not one little bit of the law will fail. In other 
words, it will all come to pass. It is still true. We know from 
correlating many other passages of the Bible that it does not 
regulate our conduct today in the sense of dietary laws and 
sacrifices and religious festivals and national governance, taxation, 
etc. However, its moral principles still are binding on all people. In 
other words, the truth about God that it reveals is still ongoing. 

E. One provision in the Law of Moses had to do with adultery (Exodus 
20:14) and divorce (Deut. 24:1-4). Jesus will speak about that next. 
Relevant to the prior verses, the Law and the prophets speak about 
covetousness (Exodus 20:17) and God’s knowledge of our hearts 
(Jeremiah 17:9). 

F. The Lord is attacking the Pharisee’s view of their own 
righteousness. Most people proclaim their own goodness (Prov. 
20:6). For these who professed to be following God’s law, the 
Pharisees’s profession was suspect in the areas of money and 
greed and concern for purity regarding marriage and divorce. They 
were not very righteous after all. 

III. Strengthen Your Marriage to Protect Against Divorce and 

Remarriage, v. 18 

A. Before beginning, I want to preface the details with one major fact: 
the Lord taught this as a warning. He did not teach it as a curiosity 
for us to debate that our interpretation of the divorce passages is 
superior to another person’s. He is warning us about what we need 
to know before we enter the marriage contract or covenant; what 
we need to know during marriage; and what we need to know in 
the challenging times of marriage. This is not an academic text. 
This is a deadly serious passage about your most important earthly 
relationship, that which God created, that from whence children 
spring, that which is the bedrock of the entire social order of the 
world. 
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B. Let the point of the text sink in. Without going through all kinds of 
technicalities of exception clauses, divorce followed by remarriage 
means that the remarriage makes one guilty of adultery. That is a 
plain reading of the text. If you are contemplating divorce —
“should I go ahead and get a divorce and start fresh with someone 
else?”—you are actually contemplating, “should I go ahead and 
commit adultery?”  

Know that if you are presently in a marriage that began this way, 
then you confess that sin to God and move ahead. You are not 
guilty of continuous adultery throughout the whole second 
marriage. 

I know there are various situations. Maybe you are thinking of 
divorce without remarriage, but let us face it: if you are old, what is 
the point of divorce? And if you are young or early middle age, do 
you really think that both spouses are going to remain unmarried 
for the remainder of their lives? Do not be deceived. 

C. Many people believe this is an abbreviated report by Luke about 
the Lord’s longer teaching from Matthew 5:31-32 and 19:3-9. I am 
OK with that view, but this text stands on its own in its context as a 
completely valid teaching of Jesus. 

D. It appears to me, that based on this text, adultery either comes 
before a divorce, or it comes after. Maybe one of the spouses 
commits adultery, then that is used by the other as the reason for 
divorce. Or, if there is a divorce where there was no adultery 
beforehand, then the partners split and if they marry another, then 
those two are both guilty of adultery against the original marriage. 
In either case, it is a very dishonoring situation. 

E. A couple of major views: no divorce but if there is a divorce, no 
remarriage unless spouse dies; divorce under a very limited 
exception clause (adultery only) and remarriage is OK after that 
kind of divorce; divorce under broader exception clause (adultery, 
abuse, abandonment) and remarriage is OK after that kind of 
divorce; and finally divorce under liberal conditions (no-fault) and 
remarriage OK. Are there others? 
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 Paul handled another variation on the theme: two people who 
profess Christ who are divorced. What are they to do? He says it 
very plainly: 1 Cor. 7:10-11 record our Lord’s teaching through Paul 
on this subject:  

 10 Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is 
not to depart from her husband. 11 But even if she does depart, let 
her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a 
husband is not to divorce his wife. 

 The following verses in 1 Cor. 7 speak to the situation where one 
spouse is not a Christian. This shows us that Paul talking about two 
believers in verses 10-11. 

 The first three views are held by Christians. The last view is the 
cultural practice today and is not in agreement with the Bible. It is 
not “Christian.” But too many “Christians” have followed that 
belief in practice. In this case, divorce is clearly sin. 

F. What this teaching practically means is that there are some people 
who are contemplating marriage who should definitely not be 
married. If you are fine with divorce as an “out,” then you should 
rethink your view; you should definitely let your potential future 
spouse know that clearly. If you become so informed, I would 
recommend you back away from that relationship quickly. Be 
objective, not emotional. 

G. Maybe you are thinking, “We should not have been married.” Well, 
it is too late for that now. You are married, so you must live in 
accordance with the Scriptures. 

H. Are differences over the Christian views sufficient reasons to 
separate over? My answer is NO. Whether you like it or not, the 
reality is that different people who are trying to be faithful to Jesus 
have different convictions about this matter. You can be angry 
about it, you can cry about it, and you can strenuously disagree 
about it, you can call them names about it, but that will never 
change the reality that there are sincerely held differences over 
this issue. We have differences in this church. But here is the thing: 
not only does love cover a multitude of sins but love also covers a 
multitude of differences. I can see the point of people who take 
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the exception clause a bit more broadly than I do. I can see how 
people look back at the Mosaic Law and say that if the hardness of 
heart back then was cause to regulate divorce, it sure seems like 
the same conditions prevail today in the heart of men and women. 
I can see how abuse and abandonment seem to demand divorce. 
My point is: do not get to that point! 

I. To reiterate a point I made earlier: instead of arguing over the 
validity of this or that viewpoint on the teaching of divorce, which 
is not profitable, how about instead if you spend some more time 
strengthening your marriage? Spend some more time dealing with 
yourself and the excuses you are making for not relating properly 
to your spouse. Dwell with her according to understanding; honor 
her; respect him and love him; submit to one another in the fear of 
God. Or, whether or not you are married, focus on your union with 
Jesus Christ to be the best spouse or potential spouse you can be. 
Focus on your ministry serving the King of kings in the church, in 
the world, in the Great Commission. 

J. One thing I can say for sure is that if you are contemplating divorce, 
you and your spouse better see me right away. You have stage-
four cancer growing in your life and it needs to be removed 
quickly. You need to come and be willing to talk and make changes. 
Because I can guarantee you this: divorce is not the only option, it 
is not the best option, it is not even a preferable option. It is a 
disaster on the road of dishonoring God besides having all kinds of 
other unpleasant side effects. I know, you think it is impossible. 
“We know too much about each other and cannot go back to what 
we were.” I would suggest that its not that you know too much—it 
is that you forget too little. Forgive, and forget it! Do not keep a 
record of wrongs. Serve one another through love. Anyway, talk to 
me for more Bible-centered help if you need it, but I hope you do 
not get to that point. 

Conclusion 

During my study, I wrote and then re-wrote the major section titles so 
that they reflect one way that Jesus’s teaching can be used today 
in your life. Go back over them and consider them carefully.  
         MAP 


