Text: Luke 17:20-22

Title: The Christmas King and His Kingdom

Truth: The kingdom of God is entirely wrapped up in His Son.
Date/Location: Sunday December 22, 2024 at FBC

Introduction

I am thankful that we can worship God in an atmosphere of peace
today. There are far too many of our Christian clan in other lands
who cannot worship, or worship in fear that they will be invaded
by authorities. They are probably asking more often than we are
the question on the lips of the Pharisees in Luke 17:20.

I. When Will the Kingdom Come? V. 20-21a

A. The religious leaders asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would
come.” You might remember a similar question asked by the Lord’s
disciples in Acts 1:6-7: “Lord, will You at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know
the times or seasons which the Father has put in His own
authority.” Instead of concerning themselves about this question,
they had another job to do: to testify of Jesus to the world until He
comes back. In short, we do not know the answer to the question.

B. The Pharisees believed that the Messiah would be a powerful
military leader who would destroy the nation’s oppressors,
particularly Rome in the leadup to the first century. The kingdom,
they thought, would come and encompass the entire family of
nations in the world. In its eventual scope they were right because
that is what their Scriptures teach. In terms of timing, they were
mistaken because they missed some key points, which we now
know because of the benefit of historical and theological hindsight.
But they asked Jesus, perhaps seeing if He could prophesy the
coming of the kingdom, not realizing that Jesus was a little more
closely connected to the kingdom than they thought! Furthermore,
when it did come, it would break into the world so suddenly there
would be no signs to tell ahead of time (see 17:23-37).

C. What the Pharisees thought about the coming of God’s kingdom
was wrong. “The kingdom of God does NOT come with

observation.” It also does not come in such a way that “they say,
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‘See here!’ or ‘See there!”” The Lord’s negations undermine what
they were thinking concerning the kingdom. Their triumphalistic
and unspiritual view of it was that Israel would participate in God’s
kingdom without repentance and without promising God to be His
people. Their view concerned outward, physical matters, legal
matters, and ritual ceremonies that would elevate them to the
driver seat of the nation under God.

D. In anticipation of this kingdom, the Pharisees were looking “here
and there” for spectacular signs. They believed there would be an
immediate coming of the kingdom with the Messiah’s arrival,
immediate triumph over their enemies (Rome and the surrounding
nations), and immediate prosperity for the children of Israel.

E. They failed to recognize the “sufferings of Christ” which would
precede His glory (1 Pet. 1:11) and so they missed him entirely.

F. That is why | entitled this message “The Christmas King and His
Kingdom.” At any time in Jesus’s life and ministry and beyond, we
can tell people that the kingdom is not found by looking all around
over there and here and everywhere else, scanning for military
leadership or indications of fantastic divine intervention. Instead,
the king is right in front of us. And the coming of His Kingdom will
be so sudden that we are not looking for signs!

Il. Where (or Who?) is This Kingdom? V. 21b

A. The kingdom of God is “among you” or “in your midst.” This is the
meaning of the kingdom of God being “within” you (NKJV). The
“when” question is therefore basically moot. When? It was already
in front of them and they did not recognize it. It will come again in
the future—and the nation will at that time recognize Him.

The kingdom was not “inside” of the Pharisees. They were the last
people who would believe in Jesus and in whom the kingdom
could be.

| do not believe the kingdom is in you; rather you will be in the
kingdom! It is just the opposite of what many Christians have come
to think. The kingdom is not part of you; you are part of the
kingdom! You are an expatriate citizen of it by rebirth and will be a



fully operational citizen in it when it arrives. You must be born
again to experience this blessing.

B. Two errors are evident in Christian theology of the kingdom.

1. Some say that the kingdom is God’s rule in the heart, hidden,
mystical, the carrying out of God’s will in the moral and ethical
realm. It looks entirely different than the Old Testament
promises of the kingdom of Messiah.

2. Others like the Pharisees thought that the kingdom was
outward, political, national liberation and universal in scope.
They forgot the Old Testament injunctions about doing good,
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God (Micah 6:8).

C. The reality is neither of those things, but with elements of both.
God is preparing citizens now in their inmost being, transforming
them from children of darkness to the kingdom of light. In the
future, when Christ returns, God will subjugate nations under the
Messiah’s world-wide domination. All things will be restored:
humanity, government, nature, international relations, agriculture,
true religion, the very social fabric. Christ will rule externally, and
many will receive Him willingly in their hearts. Israel will be
liberated from strife, but also with moral transformation so that at
the beginning, all Israel will be saved.

D. The kingdom was essentially standing there in front of them. The
kingdom was not destined to only have physical and political
dimensions. It would have those features, but it is also to be a
kingdom of repentance, of righteousness, of salvation, of worship,
of morality. Jesus traveled about teaching these values to potential
citizenry. If you are a Christian, that is what you are signed up for.

E. Jesus, the King, represents the kingdom in Himself. He is the
kingdom of God personified or “compacted” into the person of the
King. He is not the entire Kingdom, but as its ruler, He represents
it. It is all wrapped up in one person.

lll. So Where Was the Kingdom?

The kingdom is seen in the divine Person of the Son of God, in Jesus
of Nazareth, in the quiet of a stable, at a well near Sychar while
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speaking with a sinful woman, on a boat with Peter bowing in
shame before the Lord because he is a sinful man, and in the
character of a Christian man or woman transformed by God’s grace
who lives a life of righteousness. It is seen in preview in the church
when it carries out its mission.

When Jesus was conceived, it was God’s Son, the coming King, in
Mary’s womb. Without Him, there is no kingdom.

When Jesus was born, that very first day, the kingdom of God was in
in the midst of the manger, and stable and Joseph and Mary. There
was not even a motel that had room for the King, much less a Park
Hyatt like He deserved.

When Jesus was worshipped by the sages, the kingdom of God was in
their midst. They had it right. They came asking not when but who
and where. “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For
we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him”
(Matthew 2:2).

When Jesus’s parents fled with him to Egypt, the kingdom was in their
midst, in exile from its homeland.

When Jesus returned to Israel and His father took the family north to
settle, He was the light of God’s kingdom in Nazareth.

When Jesus went to Jerusalem every year, neither leaders nor
populace knew that it the boy king in their midst.

When Jesus made the blind to see, caused the lame to leap,
straightened the crooked, delivered from demons, cursed the fig
tree, cleansed the temple, when he confronted the Pharisees,
when He walked with the disciples, when he raised the dead,
healed the sick, cleansed the lepers, forgave sinners, called the
disciples, all those times He was the king and God’s kingdom was
on the verge of breaking into the world. But His own would not
receive Him, so the kingdom’s appearance was postponed.

When Jesus fed the crowds, one time they wanted to come and force
Him to become King. Later that very day the King traversed the
waves on foot and ended up as royalty in the boat.



Other times He was hungry, and tired, and thirsty, and He was even
then the King in their midst.

When Jesus itinerated around the nation preaching and teaching in
their synagogues and villages, the kingdom was among them.

When Jesus came to Jerusalem riding on a donkey, the people once
more recognized the Son of David as their king.

When Jesus suffered alone and sweat great drops of blood, the
kingdom was amid Gethsemane. The angels were held back from
ministering to the regal Son until the very last.

When Jesus was arrested and paraded out to the people by Pilate, the
people in that crowd were rejecting the Kingdom and its King
standing before them falsely accused and scourged.

How can the King of kings and His kingdom be treated so?

When Jesus carried the crossbeam, and was nailed to it, and the
Pharisees mocked Him, His words of 17:20 echoed: The kingdom of
God is in your midst. God’s kingdom is not one of secular political
power or humanistic fame and good fortune. It is rather one of
spiritual righteousness. It requires offenses against the King to be
adjudicated punished, offenses which the king Himself humbly
took and received their just penalty.

When Jesus was wrapped in linen and placed in a rock tomb, there
went the Kingdom of God into dark hiding!

When Jesus preached to the spirits in prison, they knew He was the
King.

Wherever He went, he took the kingdom of God with Him in seed
form. It was nowhere else. Without Him, there is no kingdom!

When Jesus rose from the dead and walked out of the grave, the
kingdom of God was in their midst once again.

When Jesus ascended to Heaven, the king went to a far country to
receive for Himself a kingdom and to return (Luke 19:12).

Now when Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God, He is waiting until
His enemies be made into a footstool and He takes His kingdom to
Himself.



IV. Awaiting the Coming of the Kingdom, v. 22

A. In verse 22, the Lord says there is coming a time when the disciples
would long for one of the days of the Son of Man. They were
“seeing” the first of those days before their very eyes. But He was
going to leave them, and they would be anxiously looking for Him
to return. Their spiritual offspring will have great reason to long for
His coming because world conditions are nothing like the kingdom
of Christ. Worse yet will be the conditions of the Tribulation, which
will cause God’s people to call out to Him for deliverance.

B. Like those disciples, we too await the Lord Jesus’s return to bring
the kingdom back with Him. (But do we really wait with
eagerness?)

C. The eagerness with which they watched for Him was good, but it
could also lead them to the temptation of looking for false christs,
the subject of verse 23 and following.

Conclusion

When you celebrate Christmas this week with your family and loved
ones, please remember this: we are celebrating not only the birth
of our Savior, but the birth of the King of presidents and prime
ministers, dictators and premiers, the King of kings and Lord of
lords. He was not only born to die, but He was also born to rule. He
will spend a lot more time ruling that He did dying. But without His
dying, there would be no ruling.

If you do not come to Him as Savior and Lord, as deliverer and king,
you will not participate in His future kingdom. Without Jesus
remitting your sins, you are not pure enough to enter His courts.
How | pray you will meekly receive Him, be washed of your guilt,
and acknowledge Him as King of the Universe.

Who is He in yonder stall, at whose feet the shepherds fall? “He’s the
King, | tell you.”
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