Text: Luke 17:23-37

Title: The Kingdom: When and Where?

Truth: The sudden and catastrophic coming of Christ’s Kingdom means
we must not be distracted by worldly attachments or false christs.
Date/Location: Sunday December 29, 2024 at FBC

Introduction

From the prior three verses we learned that God did not decree
Christ’s kingdom to come in a way that satisfies worldly
expectations. God did not design for it to arrive as triumphal or
militaristic. It is not a ‘look here, look there’ kind of thing because
the kingdom of God is in the midst of wherever Jesus is at the time.
The fact that the Pharisees could not see the King, although He was
right in front of them, indicates they have a terrible spiritual
problem. The kingdom is not inside of unbelieving people because
it is too holy for that. Neither is it inside believing people, because
it is too big for that. Christ’s people are destined to be in the
kingdom (not the other way around) and are presently citizens-in-
waiting.

The "when” question asked by the Pharisees was not the right kind of
guestion because the Lord is going to teach them (in addition to
His Kingdom-presence already in front of them) that the kingdom
will come so “suddenly and unexpectedly”? that it cannot be
predicted by observing signs. There are no events you can point to
that will tell you with certainty the date of His coming. This fact
dooms all date-setters before they even get started. There are
always bad things happening in the world, and sometimes people
use them to say that the Lord’s coming must be right around the
corner. But we simply do not know how long the “birth pangs” will
be until the Lord appears.

I. Eager Waiting and an Associated Temptation, v. 22-23

A. Because the disciples have been living with Jesus for a couple of
years by this point, they already have been seeing the days of the
Son of Man. They are living those days, at least the initial days.

! Geldenhuys, Luke, p. 440.



When Jesus returns, it will be in a sense a continuation of the days
that He has already lived, but with a different focus and purpose.
The first set of days was to deal with sin; the second set of days is
to establish His throne and rule the nations with a rod of iron.

At the time of the disciples, the Lord’s presence was indeed
glorious despite the difficulties they faced. Their leader was
present; He was protecting them; He did not lose any of them
except the son of perdition; He was teaching them; and they were
seeing His miracles on a seemingly daily basis.

B. This kind of exposure to a perfect person influences you. And when
it is taken away, you will miss it, especially when you have
embraced that one as your Lord and Savior. And you will want Him
back again. “The days will come when you will desire to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.” The longing
heart will hope for the Lord to be physically present once again. He
will want the healing ministry, the teaching ministry, all the
goodness of the Lord’s first coming, with the desire to have him set
right all things that are amiss in this world. All injustice, all war, all
pain, all suffering, all death. How long will it be before God
intervenes and corrects these terrible things?

C. Can you say this truly about yourself: “I am ‘looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ’” (Titus 2:13)?

D. Almost every situation can be twisted into something that creates
a temptation to sin. Money, which is a legitimate tool for the
exchange of goods and services, can be turned into a very ugly
thing by greed and materialism. Love is twisted into sinful desire by
sexual immorality. God’s creative handwork is turned into an idol
of sun, moon, stars, or beasts of the earth. Even the Lord’s second
coming can be twisted into a temptation to sin.

E. The Scripture does not answer the “how long” question, but it
indicates that the good desire for the coming of God can be
exploited by evildoers—Messianic pretenders—who try to
convince people to come after them. Like all false teachers, they
want a following and funding, prestige and money. They want to
convince you to follow them to promote their own selfish
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ambition. This is how a good and holy desire for the Lord’s return
can be twisted into something wrong and ugly.

This has been a problem among small groups of Christians or
professing Christians, and even some Jews who are looking for the
Messiah. A unique person comes along, does some teaching or
writing or preaching and people begin to wonder, “Could this be
the Messiah?” The Samaritan woman at the Sychar well said the
same thing in John 4:29, but of course she was correct!

There is another way that the Lord’s second coming can create a
temptation for us: instead of simply wanting Him to come because
of Himself and the good that He brings, you may really want Him to
return to get out of the suffering that you are experiencing. It
becomes an “escape” for you, especially if you happen to be one of
those Tribulation saints in the future who experience the great
time of Jacob’s sorrow and simply want to have it over with by
means of Jesus returning to rescue. Do not allow that desire to get
out of suffering to cloud your judgment and go after a false christ
with a false promise of relief.

F. The Lord said to flee this temptation. “Do not go after them or
follow them.” They are not real. They are pseudo-Christs, false
christs, antichrists. 1 John 2:18 warns us that many antichrists have
already come. By this we know that we are in the last times. The
next verses explain why the disciples are to flee such pretenders.

Il. Reason: The Coming of Christ will be Obvious, v. 24-25

A. You are not to worry that you will miss the coming of Christ. For if
you are alive when He returns, you will see Him. Just like someone
sees in their westerly direction a bolt of lightning that you see to
your east dozens of miles away, you both will see Christ’s coming.
You will not have to chase here or there to find Him. He will be
right there.

B. It is like salvation. You do not initially run after Jesus and find Him.
He finds you! The second coming is Jesus coming to us—not us
coming to Jesus.



C. This idea is also like verse 21. The Pharisees did not have to look far
for the kingdom of God, because it was right here in their midst.
Where Jesus is, there the kingdom is also.

D. Before the Lord comes and establishes His reign over the world, He
must do one other thing: He must suffer many things and be
rejected. This a reference to “doing God’s will” (Hebrews 10:7) by
suffering and dying for sinners. Before the glory of the kingdom,
Jesus must experience the ignominy of suffering.

Pause and ponder that Jesus suffered “many things” for you. Not
just a few things or small things. Many things, and big things. Such
sacrifice is worthy of our greatest faith, our highest gratitude, our
biggest ambitions to serve the One who gave Himself for us.

E. If Jesus had to suffer first, it should be no surprise to us if we must
suffer before entering the glory of the kingdom. Paul said to the
disciples these words: “we must through many tribulations enter
the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). In suffering, we are experiencing
a lesser version of what our Lord suffered—if he suffered, why
should we be surprised that we will (John 15:20)?

F. Israel’s rejection of Jesus was thorough going. Not everyone
rejected Jesus, but in the main, the entire nation of that generation
turned their back on their Messiah. They chose their king (Caesar),
and their morality (legalistic self-autonomy), and their gods
(money and pleasure). The true God and Messiah were left out of
the picture. The people were like prior generations in the Old
Testament which were stubborn and rebellious against God. See
Psalm 78:8.

lll. Comparison to Prior Times of Judgment, v. 26-30

In verses 26 and 30, the Lord Jesus draws a comparison to two prior
periods of world history which are like what it will be when the Son
of Man returns.

A. The Days of Noah, v. 26-27. During this time of history, prior to the
global flood, the people were for over a century going about life as
usual as Noah built his boat. They were focused on eating and
drinking and marrying, having families, and repeating the

generational cycle. There was no end in sight, no expectation of an
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impending change, certainly no foresight about an oncoming
catastrophe. The flood suddenly came and “destroyed them all.”

B. The Days of Lot, v. 28-30. Centuries later, the residents of Sodom
and Gomorrah were going about their business of eating, drinking,
buying, selling, planting, building, etc. (They were committing
immorality as well.) They lived on for a long time and everything
was “normal” with no sign of change. But one day, when the
angels escorted Lot out of the city, God rained fire and brimstone
from heaven. God “destroyed them all” once again.

C. Because Jesus parallels these events with His own coming, it must
mean that His coming will be unexpected, it will be sudden, it will
be during a time when people are “doing their thing.” It also
means that His coming will be associated with a terrible
destruction that will “destroy them all.”

That is, all but the ones who find grace in the sight of the Lord, like
Noah and Lot. In the latter days, there will be a company of
believers, | suspect many millions in number, who will find that
same grace. (For those who are a bit more pessimistic, these
millions are still quite few compared to the billions of souls that
inhabit the earth.)

The daily activities mentioned above (except for the immorality in
Sodom, of course) are not bad in and of themselves if done with a
consciousness of God. But they are, as Joel Greene says,
distractions. They are diversions from the coming judgment which
dull our senses about what is coming. They turn urgency to laxity
(Greene, The Gospel of Luke, p. 635).

D. This sets the stage for the upcoming words of the Lord which have
been misunderstood by many readers.

IV. Admonitions for Those Alive when Jesus Comes, v. 31-37

A. The Lord turns to application for those present on the day of His
return—and for all of us who anticipate it at any moment. He
admonishes the following.

B. The situation will be so urgent there will be no time to collect
personal belongings from inside one’s home, even if you are close
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by. It will be like they instruct you on an airplane: in the event of an
emergency evacuation, leave all personal belongings behind. Do
not grab carry-on bags, luggage, etc. Just exit the plane
immediately. Your following those instructions is essential to the
orderly and timely exit from the plane for yourself and all the other
passengers. In this case, the situation is so dire that running will be
the order of the day.

C. Similarly for the one who is working outside in the field. He cannot
return to the home or city where destruction is happening. You do
not turn back to the fire and brimstone, like Lot’s wife did. She
became a symbol of worldly affections, of heart strings tied to
sinful ways, of lack of dedication to the purpose of God. And all this
in the final moments when salvation was imminent.

D. Those who try to save themselves will lose. And those who entrust
their lives to the Lord will preserve their lives. If you hitch your
wagon to this world, you will go down with it. If you unattach from
it, the world will fall away, and you will rise to glory with Christ.

E. Next Jesus mentions several sample situations where there are two
people together—sleeping?, working at a grain mill, or out in the
field. The judgment will be shockingly fast and selective. One
person in each of the three scenarios will be taken away. This will
happen the world over in millions of such circumstances.

F. This “taken away” has been misunderstood to refer to the rapture.
Instead, | follow the understanding that being “taken away” refers
to judgment. The people are taken away, killed, in judgment. Why?
Because this is parallel to what happened in the days of Noah and
Lot. The judgment “destroyed them all.” Those people’s lives were
taken away in judgment, and when the Lord comes, there will be
judgment as well. Those left will enter the kingdom.

G. The disciples asked, “Where, Lord?” Jesus answered: like with the
lightning, it will be obvious. Look up—if you see the vultures

2 Older translations have “two men in one bed.” Because of the immorality of our
culture, this may cause your mind to go immediately to “homosexuality.” That is not the
case. The text says “two people in one bed” (“man” is used generically as in
“mankind”)—without any connotation of immorality. They could well be a husband and
a wife. One is saved, the other not. The unsaved one is taken in judgment.
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circling, you know directly underneath them is the roadkill. If they

are all congregated on the ground surrounding something, you can
be sure that the corpse is in their midst. You do not need to worry

about “where” because it will quickly become apparent.

Conclusion

What will the coming of the Son of Man be like, when He brings His
kingdom to the world? Sudden, not obscure, unexpected by those
who are unprepared, worldwide, not something that can be
missed or avoided, and devastating in judgment for those who do
not trust in the Lord.

The Lord’s teaching implies that the present-day debate about the
presence of the kingdom is inappropriate. Whether it is this or that
or here or there should not be our focus. The Lord makes it clear
that the kingdom will be obvious, not hidden or mysterious or
subtle. It will be like lightning and the circling of vultures. It will
bring widespread judgment in which many will be taken away.
There is no reason for us to be fuzzy or pretend that the kingdom is
here now when it obviously is not here and now. The world is far
too unpleasant of a place right now to suppose that Christ’s
millennial kingdom is operating in it. Banish romantic notions that
we are somehow “in the kingdom” and that it is here and in our
hearts. It is not. What is in our hearts is Christ by faith, Who will
come again and establish His kingdom.

So, when and where is the kingdom? At some ‘when’ in the future,
and ‘where’ you will see it clearly—Jesus will reign in person on
this earth. All we need to be concerned about is to lose our lives
for Christ’s sake...then we will preserve them. If we seek to hoard
our lives for ourselves, we will surely lose them.

Verses 23 and 31 with their “do not” and “let him not” commands
form a core part of the meaning of this passage. They are direct
commands that follow from what the Lord is teaching. Do not be
distracted by false christs or an attachment to worldly things.
Doing so will prevent you from being ready for the Lord’s return.
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