Text: Luke 18:31-43

Title: Two Kinds of Blindness

Truth: Earnestly ask God that you not be a victim of spiritual blindness.
Date/Location: Sunday January 26, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

| want to share with you today a serious problem that we all
experience. There is physical blindness, and then there is spiritual
blindness. We will see examples of both in this portion of
Scripture. Spiritual blindness in its worst manifestation is found in
those whose eyes (and hearts) are closed to Jesus, or said another
way, to those whose eyes God has not enlightened. However,
there is also a serious variation of this condition in Christians who
profess to believe in the Lord. Jesus’s twelve disciples manifest it in
verse 34.

I. Jesus the Prophet, v. 31-33

A. The text says that Jesus took the 12 disciples off to the side and
told them a burdensome matter to him. They are going to
Jerusalem. We remember that from Luke 9:51. But when they are
there, the events expressed by the Old Testament prophets would
come to pass. The Son of Man, Jesus, will be delivered over to the
Gentiles, they will mock him and insult him and spit upon Him.
They will scourge Him and kill Him (on a cross). The prophets also
portray a glorious Savior of Israel who rules the nations. They did
not understand this fully, but the implication of what they were
saying is that the Messiah would suffer and then rise again from
the dead. His resurrection was absolutely necessary to do the
things that are portrayed in the prophets.

B. What are those things? A number of texts in the Hebrew Scriptures
comprise the specifics of that which was “written by the prophets
concerning the Son of Man”: Gen. 3:15, Isaiah 52:14-53:12, Num.
21:6-9, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:7, 12:10, 9:9, Psalm 16:9-11,
Jeremiah 23:5-6, Psalm 110:1, 4.

C. We should answer the question, “Why did this happen?” Imagine
you are telling the history of Jesus to a youngster, and they
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become curious and ask, “Why did He die?” as children are often
known to do. You can explain:

1. Why from the human side. Jesus had all these bad things happen
to him because bad people hated Him. They did not follow the
golden rule of doing to others as you would have them do to
you. They did not love their neighbor. They thought they were
following their own religion, but they were misunderstanding
their own religion very badly. As Acts 2:23 says, they took “by
lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death.”

2. But there is also an explanation of why from God'’s side. The
good news is that God used what those bad people did to bring
about something very good. In His power and wisdom, God
arranged things so that He could work these things together for
good to those who love God. God reversed their awful work and
raised Jesus from the dead. God raised Jesus to validate that
what He had done was acceptable and finished.

3. Use the opportunity to show how God brings something good
out of something bad. Even His Son Jesus suffered. Sometimes
we suffer bad things, but God can bring good out of those as
well and does in fact do so for those who love God. But do not
trivialize Jesus’s death by leaving the story at a moral lesson
about how God brings good out of evil. Emphasize that Jesus
died in our place for our sins. He gave Himself for us, like a
police officer coming and standing between you and a bad guy
to protect you from dying. Jesus stood between you and the
punishment that sin naturally brings.

D. How can we use such prophecy in our witnessing? First, we must
address the objections that it will bring.

1. Some people will dismiss it because they will say that the
document Luke wrote was written after the fact, and he could
easily have put words into Jesus’s mouth to make it seem like a
prediction when it was really just a story written after the fact.
This assumes that Jesus did in fact die, which he did. But it also
assumes that Luke, or whoever said he is Luke, was lying. This
ignores the fact that we have no credible evidence that Luke
made up anything else, and he claims to have done thorough
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research on his material (Luke 1:1-4). We also have other
eyewitnesses who wrote accounts, and they corroborate what
Luke wrote.

2. Others may say that no matter how the story got to us, it does
not matter because people simply cannot predict the future.
Their logic is: (1) | presuppose that no one can predict the
future; (2) Luke portrays Jesus as predicting the future; (3)
Therefore Luke must be wrong. This is not sound logic since it
assumes what the person is trying to prove (begging the
question). But it does pass for logic in some circles.

E. Christians have become convinced that the word of God is giving us
an accurate portrayal of the events as they happened, so we then
can move ahead to consider its implications. It is nothing to predict
you are going to die, but when you correctly prophesy the timing
and manner of your death, and the identity of those who will kill
you, and then also you prophesy that you will rise again on the
third day, and then by many eyewitness accounts you do so, that is
powerful testimony. Jesus did all this, so we have strong evidence
for the reality of the historical account of Jesus, and in turn
support for the explanation of what Jesus did.

F. Jesus did not express this prophecy only one time. He said it several
times with increasing levels of detail. We see it in:

Matt 16:21 — Jesus began to show the Disciples that He was going
to go to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed, and raised the third day.

Matt 17:22-23 — the Son of Man is about to be betrayed, they will
kill Him, and the third day He will be raised up.

Mark 9:31 The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise
the third day.

Luke 9:22, 43-44 — The Son of Man must suffer, be rejected by the
elders, etc., and be killed, and then be raised the third day.

Luke 12:50 — | have a baptism to be baptized with.

Luke 13:32-33 On the third day | shall be perfected, but a prophet
cannot perish outside of Jerusalem.
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Luke 17:25 — the Son of Man must suffer and be rejected.

Here in Luke 18:33 — The prophetic words about the Son of Man
will be done. He will be handed over to Gentiles, mocked,
insulted, spit upon, scourged, and killed. Then, He will rise
again the third day.

Some of the above are more cryptic than others, but at least four
of these statements are quite detailed and clear. By this we know
that God had pre-planned everything; it was not just that “it
happened to happen.” This sets the true God apart from idols.

Fulfilled prophecy is a good “tool” in your witnessing toolbox.
Il. Beware of Spiritual Blindness, v. 34

A. Yet on several occasions, we read that the disciples missed the
clear message spoken by Jesus. It is not that they did not hear it. It
is that they did not process it; it did not fit with their preconceived
notion of things; perhaps it was too shocking to grasp.

Luke 18:34 — but they understood none of these things; this saying
was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which
were spoken.

Matt 16:22 — Peter said, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not
happen to You.”

Mark 9:32 — But they did not understand this saying, and were
afraid to ask Him.

Luke 9:45 — But they did not understand this saying, and it was
hidden from them so that they did not perceive it.

In another context, John 8:27 — They did not understand that He
spoke to them of the Father.

John 10:6 about the Lord Jesus as the door for the sheep John 10:6
—Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the
things which He spoke to them.

B. Imagine this happening to you as a receiver of information. When
the thing happens that you were told was going to happen, do you
sit back in shock that you never heard it before, or do you realize

that you had heard it but have no idea why you were not
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processing it? Someone tells you something is going to happen,
even at a certain time, and you just brush it off. You think
something else will happen (your better idea: the Lord will remove
the Romans and restore the kingdom to Israel like the disciples
asked in Acts 1:6).

Listen: this phenomenon of hearing but not grasping could be
happening right now at this very moment and you will not find out
until sometime later. It probably happened to you before in
church; it could happen to you in the future, even if you are a
Christian. It could happen as you are reading the Bible or as
someone is talking to you. Please be aware of this possibility and
ask God to help you pay attention.

C. Now imagine this happening to you as a giver of information. You
repeat something important. Those listening (hearing you?) miss it.
They experience a level of surprise down the road when they
connect the dots between what you said and what happened.
“Ohhhhhh! You were a lot wiser than | thought!” Meanwhile, you
have been misunderstood and perhaps your audience thought you
were crazy or paranoid or a religious nut.

John 2:22 — “when He had risen from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed
the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.” Jesus did not
seem so “weird” after all was said and done.

lll. The lllustration of Christ’s Power over Physical Blindness

A. In verses 35-43, Jesus grants a preview (down payment?) of the
fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah 29:18 and 35:5. Why not
read those passages and surrounding verses to see how in the
future God will glorify His Son and bless humanity with health?

B. The man’s name is not given here; in fact, this appears to be the
parallel passage to Matthew 20:29-34 where two blind men are
sitting by the road. Mark 10:46-52 tells us one of their names is
Bartimaeus, that is, “son of Timaeus.” Since they could not do
much if any labor to earn a living, he had to beg people’s
benevolence to scrape by.



C. The blind man acknowledged Jesus by calling Him the Son of David.
He did not believe the leader’s propaganda that they did not know
where He is from (John 9:29). Instead, by faith he called out for
mercy, knowing that Jesus was a mighty prophet and could heal
him. He may even have believed more than that about Jesus prior
to this encounter, but he certainly believed more after the
encounter!

D. Like too often the case, the crowd wanted to silence his “madness”
in calling for the Messiah. But he would not because he knew this
was his opportunity to receive a heavenly blessing.

E. Jesus listened to the man and asked his request, which was
obvious: | want to see again. This was his most pressing physical
need. One of his five senses was damaged, and this was a huge
hindrance to his life. Not incidentally, notice that Jesus heard the
man despite the crowd trying to shush him. Jesus hears even the
faintest cry for His help.

F. Jesus simply spoke and instantly he was well. Spend a minute
imagining that whole scene.

G. The main reason Jesus healed people was to glorify God. The man
did so and followed Jesus. The crowd also praised God.

Conclusion: Ask Christ to Heal Your Blindness

A. If any one of us was stricken with a blinding disease like retinitis
pigmentosa, macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, or
glaucoma and as a result slowly and then totally lost our vision, we
would think it to be a big deal. In fact, most people think that
physical blindness is a very bad disability which is more important
than spiritual concerns. You would be running to doctors and
trying every medicine and supplement possible to stave off the
coming darkness.

B. Analogous to physical blindness but more dangerous is the
condition where someone’s spiritual faculties are unable to see
truth. Yet many people are content to remain in their blindness
and make little to no attempt to get it cured!



B. One who has spiritual life and sight through Jesus, but who is
physically blind, will go to heaven and regain their sight. The
physically blind person who is spiritually blind also will share the
same outcome as all people who reject Christ—eternal
punishment, likely with restored eyesight from the resurrection,
but not enjoying the blessing of God.

Better to not see and go to heaven than to see and go to Hell.

C. We can go to Jesus with our blindness—our spiritual blindness
which is our most pressing need—and simply ask Him: “l want to
receive sight.” Believe in Him, that He is the Son of David, the Son
of God, and that he died for your sins and rose again from the
grave to offer you forgiveness and righteousness and eternal life.
Repent and trust Him and you will “see” what | mean!

D. This goes also for Christians who, like the twelve disciples, often
suffer from a dullness of understanding the things that God has
spoken. Ask God for help to grasp His truth and He will give it to
you. It will involve some diligence on your part (i.e., study) but God
will help you. This will save you from missing key truth for large
periods of time in your life.
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