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Text: Luke 19:47-20:8 
Title: The Authority Behind John the Baptist and Jesus 
Truth: Jesus speaks and acts on the authority of God. 
Date/Location: February 23, 2025 at FBC 

Introduction 

Jesus had just arrived at Jerusalem, weeping over the city because of 
its unbelief, and purifying the temple. What was happening there 
was not primarily prayer and worship, separated from the world, 
quiet and reverent. It was more like a middle eastern market with 
all the noise of bartering and animals along with high prices. 

I. Ministering Despite Opposition, 19:47-48 

A. It is significant that the Lord was teaching every day. 20:1 adds that 
he preached the good news. You could profitably walk through the 
gospels and write down a summary of what Jesus taught. Try it—
some bullet points about the lessons He taught, the gospel He 
taught, the kingdom He taught about, etc. 

 He thought it needful to do this. Doubtless some hearers were 
“repeats” from previous times; others were hearing Jesus for the 
first time. No one who appreciated the Lord would complain about 
hearing His teaching over and over. 

 I am convinced that if it was necessary for Jesus to teach the 
people during His last week on earth, while there were many 
people intent on destroying Him, then there is no excuse for us to 
cut back on teaching God’s word now, especially in times of peace 
and prosperity. 2 Tim. 4:2 tells the church’s leaders especially that 
they must preach the word, whether in season or out. It was 
definitely out at this time in Jesus’s life, but still He did it. 

 Today, we can easily succumb to the idea that there is less 
urgency—after all, we do not plan to die this week! But someone 
will die this week. And someone will live this week without 
knowing the Lord. Someone will live in basic faith but miss a key 
truth that could help them live a more God-honoring life. 

B. The priests sought to destroy Jesus, but they could not in do 
anything openly because He was so popular. The uproar that 
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would ensue would be unmanageable and put them into a 
dangerous situation with the Roman authorities (Matt. 26:5). Jesus 
used this to His advantage to make the timing of His death exactly 
right. When it was time, God saw to it that the sheep were 
scattered, and the crowd was occupied so they would not cause a 
problem for the Holy One to die for the sins of the world. 

 We must have—or acquire—a sober-minded view of Satan’s ways 
and the magnitude of the spiritual battle that we find ourselves in 
(Eph. 6:11-18). If allowed or if they have the power, evil people will 
go to the length of killing Christians. Read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. 
But martyrdom is not a phenomenon that happened only in the 
barbaric past. It is happening right now, in our lifetimes. In the 
decade from 2000-2010, tens of thousands of Christians were 
killed. Not as many were killed in the decade 2010-2020, yet it was 
still many thousands. The International Society for Human Rights in 
Frankfurt, Germany reports its estimate that 80% of acts of 
religious persecution are against Christians.1 (Another sizable 
percentage of acts of persecution are against Jews.) Indeed, the 
spirit of Antichrist is active today, just as it was in the persecutions 
under Nero (54-68AD), Diocletian (303-313 AD), the Spanish 
Inquisition (1478-1834 AD), and the Armenian Genocide (1915-
1918, more than one million killed).2 

 If you are a Christian, you could someday be a target because you 
believe in the Son of God Jesus of Nazareth, in the resurrection, in 
future judgment, in Heaven and Hell. As ridiculous as it seems, 
some people have a depraved derangement that makes them 
think that killing Christians will solve the world’s problems, or solve 
their problems, or help them to force conversion or de-conversion 
on a people group, or some such “logic.” 

 People and governments (people) often try to shutter churches or 
hinder their ministry to stop the spread of the Christian faith. 

 
1 Not all persecuted Christians hold to Biblical, conservative doctrine. Such a distinction 
is unimportant to persecutors who consider the bigger picture of whether someone 
names the name of Christ as Lord and Savior, regardless of imperfections in doctrine. 
2 Armenia was the first nation to adopt Christianity in 301 AD. It is situated between 
Türkiye and Azerbaijan, north of Iran. 
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II. Question about the Source of Jesus’s Authority, 20:1-8 

A. The narrative is simple but represents an uncomfortable situation. 
It was one of the days, perhaps Tuesday. The priests, scribes, and 
elders—the whole of the ruling class of the Jews (and many or all 
of them members of the San Hedrin ruling council)—came to Jesus 
and got into a face-off. They asked Him, “by what authority are You 
doing these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?” 

B. This question takes us back to Matthew 7:29 and Mark 1:22: Jesus 
“taught them as one having authority.” He did not waver or 
equivocate. He was clear, direct, plain, and said things as if He was 
the authority. He had conviction, certainty, and firmness. And this 
was not an act: He had that power inherently. His word is the “say 
so.” 

1. Paul was an apostle by the command of Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 1:1). 

2. Paul commands Christians in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not 
according to the teaching Paul gave (2 Thess 3:11-12). 

3. The things Paul wrote were the commandments of the Lord (1 
Cor. 14:37). In other words, Jesus authorized the apostles as his 
spokesmen. 

C. Jesus asked a question back to them to put them on the same 
horns-of-a-dilemma that they put Him on. Then they would know 
what it feels like! Was the authority of John the Baptist from 
heaven or from men? 

D. The correct answer to their question about Jesus’s authority was 
“Heaven,” referring to God. But if Jesus said that, they would 
accuse Him of blaspheming and try to follow through on their plan 
to kill Him.  

 The correct answer to Jesus’s question to them about John the 
Baptist’s authority was the same—“Heaven” or God. But if they 
answered that way, they would be undermining themselves in 
their charge against Jesus and because they did not believe John. 
John had testified that Jesus is the Messiah, the One whose sandals 
he was not worthy to untie. And if they answered the other way, 
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that John’s authority was from himself, they feared the people. In 
this way, Jesus exposed their fear of people and thus their 
character. Why not just come out and say what they believed? 

E. Let us ask ourselves directly the same question the priests did: on 
what authority did Jesus cleanse the temple—or do any other work 
that He did? The answer is on His own authority, and during His 
incarnation on earth, that authority derived from the Father’s 
assignment. As the anointed Man, the Messiah, He had the right to 
purify the temple. As the second Person of the Triune God, He also 
had that right. The temple was his footstool (1 Chron 28:2, Psalm 
132:7).3 

F. Now consider this: Jesus possesses inherent authority over all 
things. God the Father calls the Son (Jesus) Lord in Psalm 110:1, 
indicating He is worthy of the title of deity Himself. He is our 
creator and Lord. It is imperative that we acknowledge this and live 
rightly. 

G. John was a messenger that went ahead of Jesus. John was the 
greatest prophet at that time and perhaps of all time. He connects 
the Gospels back to Malachi and Zechariah and Obadiah and 
Haggai and Isaiah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel and all the others. He 
brings a deep continuity between the New Testament and Old 
Testament eras. 

H. In this and other places (Matt. 11:7-11), Jesus connected Himself to 
John the Baptist. This connection means that Jesus was also 
connected organically to the stream of Old Testament prophetism. 
He was a new head for the school of the prophets, so to speak. He 
was their fulfillment, the One to Whom they all pointed forward. 

I. Their question was dishonest because it was designed as a trap. The 
leadership subsequently asked him two more questions—about 
paying taxes and about the resurrection—to be able to accuse Him 
of wrongdoing. 

 
3 Israel and the earth are also called His footstool in Lam 2:1, Isaiah 66:1, Matt 5:35. This 
emphasizes God’s overarching supremacy over all creation and the attributes of His 
infinity. The heavens cannot contain God, much less the temple (1 Kings 8:27). 
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J. Their question was also dishonest because they had already made 
up their mind that they wanted to kill Jesus. They rationalized that 
Jesus’s power came from the devil (Luke 11:15). If they were 
honest men, they would have waited until they found out the 
answer to their question about the source of His authority before 
making up their mind to kill Him. They did not really care about the 
truth. Instead of patiently withholding judgment, they had judged 
him a long time ago without understanding Him.  

 For us: in any matter, it is important to get all the facts before 
making a judgment. Many people make the exact same error of 
the priests and scribes in this passage: they dismiss Jesus before 
giving Him a fair hearing, based on things they have heard, or 
things they think. 

K. Jesus did not answer their question because they did not answer 
his question. There was no point in answering because they had 
already made up their mind. They were stuck in darkness and Jesus 
saw no reason to tell them truth because they would not receive it 
anyway. 

Conclusion 

A. Consider for a few moments questions that you or I might ask of 
God that are not really questions. Rather, they are statements of 
opposition or rebuke. They are not questions about His authority, 
but rather they are challenges to His authority, attacks on His very 
role as God. “How could God do this to me? Why would God allow 
that to happen?” Some statements are more direct, not in 
question form: “If God were good, He would not let this happen.” 
Purposefully or inadvertently, hopefully only temporarily, you have 
set yourself up as judge over God instead of subject under God. 
Remember: God is God, dear friends, and we are not. 

B. From another angle, perhaps you are asking questions, but you are 
not being honest. When you talk to other people about 
Christianity, are you looking for a hole in their logic, or trying to 
trap them and prove yourself right? Have you already made up 
your mind about your preferred answer, and you are just playing 
along to deceive the person you are talking to, because you are too 
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timid to take a stand and say what you believe? Or do you fear 
because you know others would disapprove because your answers 
are not aligned with the Bible? Maybe it is that your answers are 
full of holes or show that you are inconsistent, and you do not 
want to risk that coming out for fear of people. 

 Both scenarios—whether challenging God or being dishonest—
indicate a measure of unbelief. 

C. Finally, imagine this: later that day one of the scribes returns and 
under conviction, honestly asks Jesus if indeed His authority is 
from God the Father. He listens to Jesus’s answer and admits that 
he has rejected Jesus up to now, but realizes he is wrong. He wants 
to know how to obtain God’s forgiveness. 

 Jesus might say something like this: “Turn away from Satan and 
turn to God. Confess your sin to Him and you will receive 
forgiveness and an eternal inheritance. Most assuredly, I say to 
you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. If you hear My 
word and believe in Him who sent Me, you will have everlasting 
life, and shall not come into judgment, but you will have passed 
from death into life.” (Acts 26:18, John 6:47, 5:24). 

 This is God’s promise to you today. The way stands open as long as 
you live and can respond in faith. It is best if you take Him up on 
the offer right now. But even if at the last minute, and even if you 
have been dishonest toward God and rejected Him, He will take 
you back. 

 MAP 


