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Text: Luke 20:45-21:6 
Title: Riches and Honor 
Truth: Riches and honor gained by ungodly means will be destroyed. 
Date/Location: Sunday March 23, 2025 at FBC 

Introduction 

I created the title from the subject matter of the passage. The idea of honor comes 
from the scribes’ desire to be noticed by others for their supposed piety. The 
idea of riches comes from the fact that the scribes were “devouring widows’ 
houses.”  

The opposite is the impoverished widow who gave to the temple offering.1 Luke 
then moves the reader immediately into Jesus’s promise that the temple will be 
destroyed. Although the connection between the scribal misbehavior and the 
destruction is not stated explicitly, it might as well be. Jesus had wept over 
Jerusalem in chapter 19 because the inhabitants were ignorant of the things of 
the Lord, and many people were vehemently opposed to Him. Then they 
questioned His authority, and the payment of taxes, and the resurrection and 
marriage in heaven. They were trying harder to trip Him up than listen to Him. 
The Lord told the parable of the evil tenant farmers because it perfectly 
described them and the judgement they deserved. 

Besides this, it make sense that if the religious system designed to teach the 
holiness of God and provide for the poor went rogue and actually did the 
opposite of those things, it is not a surprise that God would judge it (Malachi 
2:1-2). The populace should have been able to get the law of God from the 
priests, but they departed from the way (again, like their forefathers in history, 
Mal. 2:7-8). 

I. Warning Against Evil Religious Leaders, 20:45-47 

A. Beware. Be alert, take care. Watch out for them. Do not take what they say as 
truth. What they say needs to be filtered through God’s word to make sure that 
it is true and honest and just. And do not succumb to their influence. 

B. What were they doing wrong? They… 

1. Loved to be seen by others as they wore the priestly garb. This clothing 
marked them out as special people. 

2. Loved to be greeted reverently in the marketplace. 

3. Loved to take the best seats in the synagogue services. This is typical of the 
world—seeking prominent placement at religious services so everyone can 
see you or think you are important. 

4. Loved to be prominent at feasts. 

 
1 The chapter division in Luke falls here, but that division is not part of the inspired text. 
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5. Devoured widows houses. This is different than the other points because the 
others relate to the scribe loving the attention of others. This point has to do 
with wealth or money coming from others, even those who are poor and 
should not be exploited by anyone, much less religious scribes. How exactly 
did they do this? MacArthur comments in his study Bible: “Scribes often 
served as estate planners for widows, which gave them the opportunity to 
convince distraught widows that they would be serving God by supporting 
the temple or the scribe’s own holy work. In either case, the scribe benefited 
monetarily and effectively robbed the widow of her husband’s legacy to her.” 

6. Loved to be seen by others while they prayed. Theirs was not devotion to 
God, but devotion to themselves! 

C. Great judgment is not just for those who teach the word of God (James 3:1). An 
even greater judgment is sternly applied to those who are false teachers like the 
scribes, who steal riches and honor by means of hypocritical religion. 

D. Back to “beware.” When you see religious leaders that do these things, you need 
to put distance between yourself and them. There are other signs as well—
arrogance, lack of teachability, focus on externals or notoriety, lack of grace, 
suspicious behavior toward women or children, and many more. 

II. A Widow Praised, but Mistreated, 21:1-4 

A. Jesus “looked up.” We can only surmise what is going on here. One commentator 
suggested that Jesus was resting after the intense interactions with the 
Pharisees and others, and with downcast eyes considering the hard-heartedness 
of the people. Whatever the case, He looked up and observed people putting 
offerings into the temple treasury. There were at that place 13 receptacles with 
funnel-shaped openings for money to be placed for various designated 
purposes. The situation lacks the appropriate privacy for giving money to the 
Lord’s work as people could make a show of their loud and long coin offering 
going down the chute. 

B. Jesus also saw a poor woman, a widow. Her husband had died and not left her 
with means. He may have been a day-laborer and did not have anything saved; 
they were paycheck to paycheck. This woman was not just poor; she needed 
benevolence. There are two Greek roots that refer to poverty. One is like our 
English word poor; the other is worse, like our English word penury or destitute. 
This woman is the latter. The depth of the word heightens the meaning of her 
sacrifice. 

C. She was in the same area as the rich people, but she was very out of place. She 
dropped two very small coins into the offering. These coins are called a leptos, a 
small copper coin, equal to 1/128 of a denarius. Mark 12:42 equated it to a 
single quadrans. If a denarius were worth $50 in modern US dollars, this woman 
put in about 75 cents into the offering plate. It was a small offering. 



 3  

D. Though small, her offering stood out among all the others. The poor widow put 
in more than everyone else. This was because relative to her means, she 
sacrificed everything. The rich were not sacrificing anything out of their lifestyle 
but were giving out of their abundance. It did not hurt them or mean that their 
next meal was in jeopardy. Her total sacrifice meant that she had to completely 
trust the Lord for her next meal. Think about this: she put in “all the livelihood 
that she had.” She held nothing back, and had no other savings, no retirement 
accounts that could not be touched, no bank savings account, no CD that had 
not come mature, nothing. 

E. She did this in the context of a religious institution that was well practiced at 
draining widows’ means, even redirecting her estate to themselves or the 
temple (and then to themselves) under the guise of religious service.  

 She may have been guilt-tripped into giving when the leaders should have 
frankly told her that she does not have to give. She can give if she wants to, but 
if she does not have enough to eat, she does not have enough to give. 

 I have heard of people who effectively believe in a philosophy that you are more 
spiritual if you make it harder on yourself. So, they give their money away or do 
not earn enough money and then pray and wait on someone else to give them 
food to eat. It sounds spiritual because it is like George Mueller and his 
orphanage waiting on God, but their approach not real; it is contrived, unwise, 
and therefore unspiritual because it is not a true waiting on the Lord. The 
Scriptures tell us to earn enough, if we can, so that we can support ourselves 
AND give to others (Eph. 4:28, 1 Thess. 4:11-12, Hebrews 13:16). If we cannot 
support our legitimate needs (notice: needs), then we are not able to give to 
others or even to the church. 

 Let us be clear and reasonable: if you do not have enough money to eat, you do 
not have enough to give to a church or a charity. 

III. Prophecy of the Temple’s Destruction, 21:5-6 

A. Matthew 24 and Mark 13 report that Jesus went out and sat on the Mount of 
Olives. Therefore, His words comprise the “Olivet Discourse.” It contains much 
prophecy about the near future and far future. It concerns particularly the 
nation of Israel.  

B. The discourse starts when the Lord talks about the destruction of the temple. It 
had beautiful and expensive donations from wealthy benefactors, ornate 
artwork, and huge quarried stones. It was a remarkable sight. 

 But Jesus simply says that the days will come when the entire structure will be 
thrown down. This was as shocking to them as to us the destruction of the 
World Trade Center or if the White House were to burn down. The temple was a 
significant structure both physically and symbolically. The Romans under 
General Titus, who was the son of the new emperor Vespasian, had four legions 
of soldiers and quelled the Jewish rebellion using various violent means and a 
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six-month siege after which the temple was burned. That was in 70 AD. Later in 
135 emperor Hadrian pulled down all the walls and rebuilt a new city there with 
a temple to Jupiter built on the Jewish temple site, and a temple to Venus on 
Golgotha. Today the church of the Holy Sepulchre stands there. The Jupiter 
temple was torn down about 200 years later by emperor Constantine. 

C. All that remains of Herod’s temple is the Western Wall or “wailing wall” which is 
part of what was the retaining wall for Herod’s temple mount expansion. It 
remains today and is a holy site for Jews and visitors from all over the world. 

Conclusion 

The nation of Israel was corrupted by leaders who desired riches and honor for 
themselves. They did whatever they felt like to achieve it, including taking 
advantage of the poor. The widow needed her money a lot more than they 
needed it, but they happily took it. 

Proverbs 13:11 says that wealth gained by dishonesty will be diminished, but he 
who gathers by labor will increase. In this situation, the scribes gained their 
wealth dishonestly and the Lord says that the system is going to come crashing 
down when it is destroyed. God was not “bribed” by the fact that this was the 
temple that was beautified by all the donations. It was spiritually empty, a mere 
shell of what it was supposed to be. 

There is only one godly way to riches honor, and that is from the Lord and through 
the wisdom of humility and service. Solomon did not ask for riches and honor, 
but instead he asked for wisdom to guide God’s people. God granted him all the 
above (1 Kings 3:12-13; 2 Chron. 1:11-12). Riches and honor come from God (1 
Chronicles 29:12), not from offerings squeezed out of the poor, or from people 
watching your pious-looking conduct. Happy is the man who finds wisdom, for 
length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and honor (Prov. 
3:13, 16). Wisdom, who lives with prudence, gives riches and honor and 
righteousness (Prov. 8:12, 18). The fear of the Lord and humility bring riches and 
honor (Prov. 22:4). 

Ultimately, it is the Lord is worthy of eternal riches and honor. According to 
Revelation 5:12, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches 
and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” The small portion 
of riches and honor that we get in this life and especially in the heavenly 
kingdom come from Him. 

 MAP 


