Text: Luke 20:27-44

Title: Resurrection

Truth: All people will be resurrected, but there will be no marriage in Heaven.
Date/Location: Sunday March 16, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

The Sadducees throw one final question at Jesus to try to catch Him in His
words. This one is elaborate.

I. Sadducees’ False Doctrine, v. 27-33

A. False doctrine: there is no resurrection from the dead. The party of the
Sadducees were naturalists in the sense that they believed once you
died, you were done and gone. To them, death was the end. This is like
modern-day nihilism? and atheism which have no room for anything
supernatural. Basically, if they cannot see it, touch it, taste it, experience
it, measure it, etc., then it is not relevant.

The implication of this worldview is that what you do in this life does not
truly matter, certainly not in the long run. This “eat, drink, and be merry”
approach to life is thousands of years old (Isaiah 22:13, 1 Cor. 15:32) and
just as dissatisfying and unholy today as it was then. Some do live fairly
close to that philosophy. But most do not. They have an inner sense that
what we do in this life does matter. They have “eternity” in their hearts
just like everyone else.

B. The Levirate law from Moses is the basis of the Sadducee question. In
Deuteronomy 25:5-6, Moses wrote:

“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the
widow of the dead man shall not be married to a stranger outside the
family; her husband’s brother shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. ®And it shall be that the
firstborn son which she bears will succeed to the name of his dead
brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.”

Notice that the law is specific: the woman SHALL NOT marry a stranger
outside of the family. | guess she would do well to consider all the
brothers of the family before marrying one of them! Because of property
inheritance laws and the importance of keeping family lines going, if a
man died without a son, a living brother would stand in place of the dead
brother and marry the widow. Their first child would take the name of

! The rejection of all religious and moral principles; the belief that life is meaningless.
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the deceased and legally be his son, not the son of the living brother. The
Jews extended this practice to relatives other than a direct brother so
that the widow would remain in the family and the deceased would have
a name in Israel long after his death.

So, the Sadducees constructed a hypothetical where this levirate
marriage happens seven times in a row with seven brothers.

C. The Sadducees’ question was an attempt to demonstrate how ridiculous
the idea of resurrection was. If there is a resurrection, and assuming as
they did that people are married in the resurrection, then there would be
an unsolvable problem of who would be married to this woman.
Polygamy might be OK in their mind, but polyandry was out of the
guestion, so this situation would be impossible, and this disproves
resurrection.

D. False doctrine: people will be married in heaven. They had a very earthy
view of heaven (if it existed, which they denied). They could not imagine
a future life without some continuity to how marriage works on earth.
But to whom would you be married if you had multiple husbands on
earth?

Mormons teach the false doctrine that there is a celestial marriage or
eternal marriage in heaven. They believe that a marriage properly
started in this life continues after death and resurrection. They also
believe marriage is a way to get into the highest “level” of heaven. This
leads to some strange edge cases. If there is a spouse who dies or is
divorced, then in heaven a person supposedly could be married to
several people. But all of this is false, and | hesitate to even write this in
these notes in case someone takes a sentence out of its context!

Il. Jesus’s True Doctrine, v. 34-38

The Lord directly addresses the two false teachings.

A. Truth: there is no marriage in heaven. In this life there is marriage. But in
heaven there is not. Full stop. He teaches very clearly.

Why is there no marriage in heaven? Because there is no need for
children. And why no children? Because there will be no death. There will
be no need to populate heaven with people because everyone who is
going to be there will be there already and no reduction in population
will occur over time.

The Lord adds some detail: they neither marry, nor can they die. Why?
Because they are “equal to” the angels. In Matthew and Mark, the
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translation says they are “like” angels. Some people have become
confused about this. People will NOT be angels. They will be LIKE angels.
There is a significant difference. Angels were not created in the image of
God as were people, so there is a big distinction between angels and
people. But people will be like angels in that they do not die anymore.

There will not be marriage in Hell either.

Jesus also calls saved people “sons of God” and “sons of the
resurrection.” This latter phrase simply refers to those characterized by
the blessed resurrection. This transitions us to the next truth.

B. Truth: there is a resurrection from the dead. Jesus goes to the burning
bush passage in Exodus 3:6 to draw out proof that there is a resurrection.
Moses wrote:

“l am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.”

Note please that Moses quoted God as saying, “l am the God
of...Abraham.” But if you recall the timeline, Abraham died back in
Genesis, several hundred years before Moses was alive. The same with
Isaac and Jacob. But God did not say, “l was their God.” Rather, he said,
“I am—presently—their God.” They still existed at the time God was at
the burning bush, in Heaven, but without their physical body. And they
still exist today, in heaven, with God. God can say that He still is—
today—the God of Abraham.

This continued existence (immortality, not nihilism) implies a future
resurrection of some sort because the Bible does not support an eternal
disembodied existence for human beings. To be truly human in the long
run means to have a body. We can be sure of this when we correlate the
rest of Scripture’s teaching on the matter. Consider Job 19:26. Or
consider Ezekiel 37:12. These portions of God’s word are clear that a
future resurrection is coming. Christ arose from the dead. His people will.
Would Lazarus’s resurrection not be enough to prove that it can
happen—an event that many people saw? (Granted, it is not the exact
same kind of resurrection, but the difference on this point is academic.)

God is the God of the living. Of course, “living” is in a different sense than
we are accustomed to. Instead of alive in a physical body on this earth,
Jesus is talking about “living” as a conscious existence apart from the
dead body. It is a form of life nonetheless.

In fact, all people still live. Even those souls who have died, which means
their spirits have separated from their bodies, are alive somewhere,
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either Heaven or Hades. And so it is for every single person—all will live
forever in one of those two conditions, either blessed or cursed.

C. This is a big attack on the atheist and nihilistic doctrines that say all
people die and become nonexistent. Jesus is saying that in fact, though
all people die, they remain living in their spirits, forever, awaiting a
resurrection body at some point in the future.

D. Jesus expands a bit on the definition of who will be in heaven—those
who are counted worthy to attain that age and the resurrection of the
dead. We know that every person will be resurrected whether Christian
or not, but the Lord is talking here about the resurrection in terms of the
“good” resurrection, the resurrection to life. See Revelation 20:5-6. Only
the good resurrection is relevant in this question.

How do you attain this resurrection? Simply by repentant faith in Jesus.
Those are the people who are “counted worthy” to attain that age.

E. God created us to live to Him and for Him. If we die and cease to exist, we
cannot do that. But as we will live forever, we can live for God forever!

F. On both counts, the Sadducees’ question was nonsensical. There was no

way to answer it directly because it not only posed a hypothetical, but it
also supposed an impossible hypothetical.

G. In the Matthew and Mark parallel passages, Jesus criticized the
Sadducees because they were ignorant of the Scriptures and the power
of God. They had not correlated all the Scripture together to understand
that in heaven, marriage is out, and resurrection is IN. God can easily

raise people from the dead—if He created everything by His word out of
nothing, resurrection is no problem.

lll. Scribes Approve, v. 39-40

A. Jesus gave a very clever and manifestly true response to the Sadducees’
silliness. The scribes, probably of the Pharisee persuasion, noted this and
admitted that He had spoken well. They were at least in agreement with
Him on these points about the resurrection and marriage in heaven. His

answers meshed perfectly with Scripture and caused no insuperable
difficulties like the Sadducee ideas did.

B. There were to be no more questions. Jesus had defeated their attempts

to catch Him in His words. From now on it would be an all-out conspiracy
and attack on Jesus to kill Him.



IV. Jesus’s Question, v. 41-44
A. Now Jesus asks his own question, a real stumper.

B. The common thought—and correctly so—was that the Messiah is the Son
of David. The title “Son of David” was a formula or technical phrase for
the Christ (= Messiah). In fact, in Matthew 21:9 during the Triumphal
Entry into Jerusalem, Jesus heard those very words from the crowd:

“Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried
out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

Matthew introduces Jesus in Matthew 1:1 as the Son of David.

Blind people and those afflicted by demon-possession knew this title to
call upon Jesus (Matt. 9:27, 15:22, 20:30-31; Mark 10:27).

There are 17 NT verses that mention this phrase, and 9 in the OT, but of
those, all refer to biological sons of David like Ammon, Solomon, and
Jerimoth.

C. So where did they get the belief that the Christ was the Son of David if we
did not easily find phrase in the Old Testament? They were thinking that
the Messiah would be a natural-born son in the Davidic line of kings.
They drew this from their understanding of 2 Samuel 7:12-17. There are
other prophetic passages that explain that the Messiah will be a son who
rules on David’s throne (Isaiah 9:6-7, Micah 5:2, Psalm 2:7, 12; see also
Rom 1:3-4), but the Jewish leaders did not grasp that He would be more
than a human ruler even though those passages talk about this One as
everlasting and as the Mighty God.

D. Assuming as the Jews did that the Messiah is the Son of David, and he is a
natural-born son, how can Psalm 110:1 be correct when in it David says:

The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand...”

The point is even more clear from the original Hebrew:
Yahweh declares to Adonai, “Sit at my right hand...”
There are two Lords here!

The duration of his sitting at Yahweh's right hand is “until | make your
enemies your footstool.” The Lord’s question to the scribes and
Sadducees does not concern that part of the quotation.

What is at issue is how can David have a Messiah-Lord he calls “my Lord”
/ “Adonai” if that Lord is also his son? How could David, the king of Israel,
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call his son Lord? How can the Messiah be Lord and biological son of
David?

E. The implication is that the Christ is Son of David, and He is also divine.
Being a prophet (Acts 2:30), David effectively told his people that the
Messiah was more than a mere man, a son greater than himself.

The “forever” establishment of the kingdom in 2 Samuel 7 points to an
eternal king as the capstone of the Davidic line who can reign forever and
ever. David understood this, however darkly, and we can understand it
with full light and clarity.

Conclusion

Jesus Himself was raised from the dead. That is how He can sit at the right
hand of the Father until His enemies are made into a footrest. He is the
Lord, and He is the son of David by virtue of the miracle of the hypostatic
union that brought God and human nature together into one divine
person.

If nothing else, hopefully this message improves your understanding of how
things really are about heaven and the resurrection. At some point in the
future, God will raise people’s bodies from the dead and rejoin them to
their still-living spirits. The life that people will live in heaven is not a
replica of our life today. It will be different, without marriage, but it will
be glorious. It will not be completely the same as our life here is, but
there will be similarities.

If you have been holding on to a nihilistic or atheistic worldview, you have
here the expert on the subject recorded in history as telling us with
authority that there will be a resurrection. You really need to submit to
His authority and accept what He says about it. Your musings on it are
not nearly as well-informed as His. And note too that two other
witnesses testify that Jesus said these things: Matthew 22:23-32 and
Mark 12:18-27.

One of the main points of marriage is to keep this earth populated because
we all face an appointment with our physical mortality. | commend to
you childbearing and child-rearing to you as a normal and wonderful
work that you can do in obedience to God to keep the earth populated
and well-stewarded for God.
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