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Text: Luke 21:7-38 
Title: Messianic Question and Answer session 
Truth: Given the destruction of Jerusalem and the second coming of 
Christ, God’s people must maintain holy vigilance. 
Date/Location: Sunday March 30, 2025 at FBC 

Introduction 

Previously, we read that the Lord warned about the false teachers 
who loved honor and riches for themselves. They were so evil that 
they even devoured the financial substance of widows. Next, a 
widow was set forth as an example of one who was very generous 
in her financial donation to the temple, perhaps unwisely so 
because she had nothing left. She may have been an example of 
someone exploited by the scribes. Regardless of that detail, we 
then see how Jesus says that their beloved temple, which was no 
longer really a temple for God, was going to be destroyed. I 
suggested that all ill-gotten gain would meet that same end. Along 
with it would be punished the rebellious nation who refused the 
Messiah’s rule. 

I. Prologue: Prophecy Fulfilled Already 

A. In this section, Luke records that Jesus gave a detailed prophecy 
about what was going to happen in the future regarding the 
destruction of the city of Jerusalem. There are two difficulties 
associated with a prophecy: understanding the content of it, which 
we will work at later in these notes, and accepting it as true and 
not fake or myth. I want to address that objection in this section. 

B. I imagine some who might casually dismiss what the Lord says as if 
it were the product of a good imagination, like a movie plot. But it 
is no movie plot. It is not of the fiction genre. It is prophecy, in 
which God reveals to mankind things that will happen in the 
future. We should take it very seriously, if for no other reason than 
so many prophecies in Scripture have been fulfilled already. For 
examples: 

Isaiah prophesied around 735 B.C. that a virgin would bear a son, 
and he would be named Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14), and both 
happened. 
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Micah prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, 
and He was (Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:1-6). 

Zechariah prophesied that Israel’s king would come to the nation, 
bringing salvation and riding on a donkey, and He did (Zech. 9:9, 
Matt. 21:1-11). 

Jesus proclaimed that he would die and rise again, and he did (Luke 
18:31-33, 24:5). 

The book of Daniel predicts the Messiah will be cut off (Daniel 
9:26), and he was. 

The book of Isaiah says that the Servant of God would bear the 
griefs and sins of the nation of Israel and make His soul an 
offering for sin, and that is indeed exactly what happened seven 
centuries later (Isaiah 53, 1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

Zechariah prophesies that the people will mourn at the sight of the 
one who they pierced. Jesus is that one, pierced by a soldier on 
the cross (Zech. 12:10, John 19:34). 

Malachi says that the Lord will suddenly appear at His temple, and 
Jesus did so (Mal. 3:1, Luke 2:27, 2:45, John 2:14). 

Isaiah prophesied of a Spirit-endowed man who would preach 
good news to the poor and heal the brokenhearted. Jesus came 
and did that very thing (Luke 4:16-21, Isaiah 61:1-2). 

Psalm 118:22 predicts that the stone rejected by the builders will 
become the chief cornerstone, and we saw that Jesus referred 
to that very text in Luke 20:17 as did Peter in Acts 4:11. 

God promised a blessing to the entire world through Abraham, 
which was fulfilled when He made available justification by faith 
to anyone through Jesus Christ (Gen. 12:3, Gal. 3:8). 

Jesus was the culmination of the prophets which Moses told about 
in Deut. 18:15, 18) and Jesus was that one (Acts 3:22-23), and 
even God the Father spoke from Heaven telling the disciples to 
listen to Him (Matt. 17:5). 

Jesus fulfills the prophecies of a Davidic king (2 Samuel 7, Luke 
1:32-33) and a Melchizedekian priest (Psalm 110:4). 
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John the Baptist was the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
predicted by Isaiah 40:3-5 and fulfilled in Luke 3:3-6. 

Isaiah prophesies that in God’s kingdom the eyes of the blind will 
be opened, the deaf will hear, the mute will speak, the lame will 
leap, and Jesus did all those things (Isaiah 35:5-6, Matt. 11:4-6) 
in addition to raising the dead. 

There are many other analogies, allusions, and parallels that the 
New Testament text draws from the Old Testament. 

C. Such an accurate record over centuries is a strong argument that if 
Jesus speaks more prophecies, we should take them very seriously. 
In fact, if you look at verses 32-33, Jesus assures us that the 
generation alive at the time when the end-time events unfold will 
not pass away until everything is fulfilled. The word of Christ will by 
no means pass away. (“This generation” cannot refer to the first 
century generation because “all things” that He speaks about must 
take place.) 

II. The Disciples’ Questions, v. 7 

A. The disciples asked two questions regarding what the Lord had said 
in verse 6 about the destruction of the temple. 

1. When will these things be? 

2. What sign will there be when these things are about to take 
place? 

Keep in mind the two questions: when? and what sign? 

B. Sometimes, Jesus answers a different question than the one asked, 
because what is asked is relatively unimportant or off the mark in 
some way. In this case Jesus addresses the questions as posed, and 
with lengthy answers. 

C. One thought that comes to mind: the disciples asked questions. 
You should think deeply enough to ask questions, and you should 
care to ask questions, and you should ask honest questions, and if 
you can, believing questions, and you should seek the answers to 
those questions. 
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III. The Messiah’s Answers, v. 8-38 

A. Jesus answered the questions, mainly dealing with the signs. The 
answer to the when question is based on the signs, but with no 
dates attached. 

B. The big events that Jesus speaks about are these: the destruction 
of Jerusalem, His coming back to earth, and the collection of 
troublesome events that precede both. 

C. It is difficult to exactly put a timeline together because of the 
relationship of the near-term event of Jerusalem’s destruction in 
70 AD and the far future events associated with the coming of 
Christ’s kingdom, which obviously has not come to fruition yet. 
“The events accompanying those judgments upon the guilty city 
will be the foreshadowing of the Final Judgment at His second 
advent” (Geldenhuys, Luke, p. 523). Despite this, we can 
understand some things clearly. 

1. There will be a time of deception and trouble leading to the 
destruction of Jerusalem (v. 8-21). The end will not come 
immediately. 

2. Then Jerusalem will be destroyed (v. 22-24). 

3. More signs will be evident, including disturbances of the 
heavenly bodies. Then the Son of Man will appear (v. 25-28). 

4. The Lord then emphasizes that His people must pay attention so 
they can know that the kingdom of God is near, and to watch 
ourselves that we not be weighed down with worldly things (v. 
29-36). 

D. Some details about these events: 

1. Time of deception and trouble. Over the course of history, many 
people have claimed to be the Messiah so as to draw a following 
after themselves. There will be wars and upheavals as well as 
numerous natural disasters. Each one that you hear about 
should serve as a reminder of this prophecy and of the return of 
Jesus. Christians will be persecuted, which began to happen in 
the book of Acts and continued through the centuries since. This 
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calls for perseverance. At some point, armies will surround 
Jerusalem. 

 This is where it becomes difficult to extract near and far 
fulfillment because Jerusalem has been and will be again under 
the siege of foreign armies. Jesus’s prophecy is broad and 
general, covering centuries of world history. 

2. Destruction of Jerusalem. Jesus says that this is God’s vengeance 
in which the prophetic writings that curse disobedience will be 
fulfilled. The main sign is the armies surrounding the city. When 
this looked imminent, Christians fled Jerusalem and headed 
east. Historian Josephus records some of the awful events 
around 70 AD. Being a young mom at that time would not be a 
blessing. Many people were killed, and since then the Gentiles 
have dominated the fortunes of Jerusalem, including a Muslim 
mosque sitting atop the temple mount. That will be until the 
end times when God finishes the “times of the Gentiles” (on this 
phrase, see also Ezekiel 30:3). 

3. Verse 25 starts a new subject: heavenly disturbances and the 
coming of the Son of Man. In this part, Jesus’s coming is the 
main sign that the kingdom is about to appear. These events will 
throw the world into terror, but Christians alive at the time will 
know that these are signs of the soon return of Christ. 

4. Readiness. Because Jesus’s words will be fulfilled, we must be 
ready. And they will not be fulfilled passively by some 
impersonal agent. He is the agent who will bring them to pass! 

Conclusion 

Not only did Jesus answer the question about times and signs, but He 
also added some important directions for how the disciples should 
mentally process the answers that He gave and the events that 
would occur. This critical information is easy to overlook if you are 
fascinated by the future and the timeline of prophecy. We must 
resist the temptation to draw out a timeline while not living 
according to the truth of what is going to happen. 
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 These are present commands designed by God’s grace to help us 
along life’s way. These commands have a timeless nature and most 
have a placeless nature as well. 

1. Do not be deceived, v. 8. A healthy dose of skepticism is 
appropriate. 

2. Do not be terrified, v. 9. Fear is not a good place to live, yet some of 
us are thrown off by the dreadful things that occur regularly in this 
world. They are predicted and common. Resist the temptation to 
be fearful. 

3. Do not worry about what to say, v. 14. If you are called up on 
charges, trust the Lord to help you tell the truth, and face the 
consequences with grace. 

4. Persevere in the faith to the very end, v. 18. You can do this 
because you trust God, and He has promised that not a hair of your 
head will be lost (v. 18). 

5. Know that Jerusalem’s desolation is near when she is surrounded 
by armies, v. 20. This does not exactly apply to every future reader 
of Luke’s gospel, but it is informative for all of us in any case. 

6. Flee if you are in Judea when Jerusalem is surrounded, v. 21. 

7. When all this happens, look up: redemption is near, v. 28. That 
means our final redemption from sin and the curse. The kingdom 
of God will appear, and peace will settle over this war-torn sphere. 

8. When all this happens, know that the kingdom of God is near, v. 31. 

9. Take heed to yourselves less you be weighed down with things of 
this life, v. 34. This is especially helpful. Considering what is 
coming, worldly things do not seem so important, do they? 

10. Watch and pray that you may escape the terrible things, and 
stand before the Son of Man, v. 36. This means to stand before 
Him at the judgment of those blessed with righteousness by faith. 
It means that you do not jettison your faith if bad things come, but 
that you pray that you will be protected (or raptured?) before they 
envelop you. 

 MAP 


