Text: Luke 22:1-13

Title: The Passover Plot

Truth: While God’s people serve Him, Satan opposes them.
Date/Location: Sunday April 6, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

Most of the prior chapter concerned the destruction of Jerusalem and
the coming of Christ at the end of the age and the associated signs
and troubles that accompany those events. Despite those events
being in past history (70 AD) or farther in the future (around the
time of Tribulation and the second coming), there are lessons that
we must learn from them. We are not to be deceived, terrified,
worried. We are to persevere in our faith no matter how long or
difficult the journey becomes, and we must avoid being weighed
down by worldly things. We must pray to escape the more
troubled times and watch for our Lord’s return. We do not want to
be caught off guard, living in sin when the rapture comes. Or, if we
are unsaved at that time and have to live on into the Tribulation,
we do not want to be caught off guard when Jesus returns.

Jesus was teaching during the days of the passion week, after the
Triumphal Entry. During the nights, He traveled out of the city to
stay on the mount of Olives (because he had no place to live, Luke
9:58). Then He would return early in the morning to teach once
again. The crowds arrived in the morning to hear His teaching.
Some lived in the city; perhaps many had come from Galilee or
other regions for the Passover.

The contrast between the priests and scribes on the one hand, and
Jesus and His disciples on the other, could not be more stark. Jesus
was teaching and preparing for the Passover meal while the priests
and scribes were plotting to kill Jesus. And factor into this the
religious context—Passover—while this is happening. How
unfitting and evil to juxtapose murder-for-hire with remembrance
of the great Old Testament miracle of the Exodus and the saving of
the firstborn sons of the nation. Now, the Firstborn Israelite is
about to be killed for all of Israel (to save them from sin, Matt.
1:21).



I. The Passover, v. 1

A. What is Passover? “A sacred observance in Judaism that
commemorates the climactic 10th plague in the book of Exodus,
when Yahweh punishes Egypt by killing all the firstborn but ‘passes
over’ (NDY, pasach?) the firstborn of Israel (Exod 12:12-13),
resulting in the Israelites’ deliverance from slavery in Egypt (Exod
12:14-17).”? Read more about it in Exodus 11-12 to see how the
firstborn of each family was saved by the blood of the lambs put
on the door frames of the Israelites’ homes. All Israel’s firstborn
were marked out in a special way by God; they were to be
redeemed. Later, God designated the entire tribe of Levi as a kind
of dedication offering to Himself in place of the nation’s firstborn,
and they became His priestly servants for the duration of the
nation’s existence (Num. 3:11-13).

B. Passover was the first day of the longer Feast of Unleavened Bread
which was a total of seven days. Passover technically started in the
month of Nisan on the 14" day, and the feast of Unleavened Bread
was from the 15 to the 215t of the same month. If you were
speaking about Passover, everyone would know that you were also
talking about the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The terms were
interchangeable and referred to the entire time period. Actually,
the events started on the 13 of Nisan when the people carefully
searched and removed all leaven from their homes.

C. The first Passover was quite unadorned due to the haste with
which the meal was put together and eaten while the people were
in the process of moving out of Egypt. Over the years, the Jewish
people developed a more formal supper to mark the occasion.

D. Jesus celebrated Passover every year. We have record of several
Passover visits to Jerusalem in the gospels. Luke does not record
the full detail of what the Passover meal was like, so we know it is
not important for this context to know all the details.

E. For the Jewish people, Passover was a very high holy day, one of
the most important days on the calendar. It marked God’s

! The verb means to pass by or spare. The meaning to be lame, limp does not fit here.
2 Lexham Bible Dictionary, “Passover.”
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miraculous protection and provision for the nation. The death
angel stayed away from every home that was marked with the
blood of the paschal lamb. It was a salvation moment for the
nation, not spiritually as we think of it, but it marked the
redemption of the nation from bondage. It showed the strength of
God to bring the people out of Egypt, a land filled with idols and
pagan worship which He defeated in grand manner by means of
the ten plagues.

The English word seder is a transliteration of the Hebrew word
seédher, meaning “order.” The courses in the meal, as well as
blessings, prayers, stories, and songs, are recorded in the
Haggadah, a book that lays out the order of the Passover feast
and recounts the story of Exodus. Each food consumed as part
of the seder recalls an aspect of the Israelites’...exodus from
Egypt. For instance, matzo (unleavened bread) represents the
haste with which the Israelites fled; maror (a mix of bitter herbs)
recalls the bitterness of enslaved life; and a mixture of fruits and
nuts called charoset...symbolizes the clay or mortar the
Israelites worked with during their Egyptian enslavement.3

F. In the mid- to late afternoon the lambs were sacrificed. The day
was approximately April 5, 30 AD.

Il. Murder Plot, v. 2-6

A. The priests and scribes were looking for a way to kill Jesus. They
hated His doctrine and how He called them out for their hypocrisy.
He was undermining their whole livelihood. They could not trip
Him up and cause the people to hate Him. They feared the people
because many were convinced that Jesus was a prophet or even
the Messiah. They wanted a way to get Him without stirring up a
riot. This meant waiting until after the feast was over and the large
crowds had gone home (Mark 14:2). The way it actually turned out,
Judas provided them with an opportunity to move on their goal
earlier. There was a late-night arrest and a rushed and an early
morning trial got it all underway before the day was very old. It

3 Sidebar quoted from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/seder.
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was not their initial plan, but it was God’s plan. God “disposed”
their proposal.?

B. Not coincidentally, Satan took advantage of the timing of their
plotting to fill Judas Iscariot and induce him to betray Jesus. He
“became a guide to those who arrested Jesus” (Acts 1:16). This was
a job that Satan wished to see through himself, so he did not have
a lesser demon indwell Judas. This did not happen on the first day
of Passover, but two or three days earlier.

Indeed, it would have been better for Judas if he had not been
born (Matt. 26:24). This was the ultimate blasphemy against the
Spirit, against God, and against Christ. The text of Scripture offers
no hope for Judas after this (for example, he earned the ‘wages of
iniquity” in Acts 1:18).

Note carefully that Satanic indwelling is not something that can
happen to just anybody. People who are Christians, who belong to
Christ, cannot also belong to the Devil. With the Spirit of God
operative in a person’s life, there is no “room” for the spirit of a
demon to be inside. If you are not a Christian and are dabbling in
the occult and the like, then you should not be surprised if you
experience demonic indwelling or oppression.

C. Although | focused above on the role of Satan, Judas is not off the
hook. We are not to think of Judas now like a wild-eyed demoniac
who has no control over himself. He did not resist Satan; he did not
flee from evil. In fact, he had exhibited covetousness earlier and
was a thief (John 12:6, see also John 13:29). This opened him to
Satanic influence. It may be that he followed Christ out of earthly
hope that he would receive a share of power in the imminent
kingdom. But he was not united to Christ by faith. He was a fraud.
Outwardly he looked like a disciple, even an apostle. But he was
really like a whitewashed sepulcher full of moral rot inside. The
lure of money and perhaps favor with the ruling class drove him to
betray Jesus. Although you might be tempted to think of someone

4 “Man proposes, but God disposes.” This is from Thomas a Kempis’s book The Imitation
of Christ and it means that man makes plans, but God controls everything.
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else who has been two-faced like this, | want to exhort you to
examine yourself. Make sure that you are not a fake.

This “serves as a permanent and powerful warning to every
member of the church of Christ—there is always the terrible
possibility that even among us who apparently live in the closest
connection with the Lord there may be those who are inwardly
false and are busily engaged in betraying Him.”>

D. The priests and scribes were so enamored with the idea of killing
Him that when Judas approached them with an offer to betray the
Lord, they were glad and agreed to pay Him. Look at their
emotional state: glad. And they were willing to spend money? They
used some money derived from the temple or from their income
working in the temple (like what the widow gave?) to pay for
Jesus’s murder! Judas became an undercover agent for the Jewish
authorities to hand over Jesus in a private setting so that the large
crowd would not interfere with their plot.

E. Judas went his way, Luke reports. His way was not God’s way! Then
he conferred or planned with the priests and captains® how they
would carry out the betrayal. (Did they not have more important
things to do during the feast?) Judas promised and sought
opportunity to betray Jesus. This may have changed the
authorities’ minds so that they could get away with the murder
prior to the completion of the feast instead of waiting until after.

This was no accident. Do not feel sorry for Judas because he
carefully premeditated this crime. His depravity was on full display.

lll. Passover Preparation, v. 7-13

A. Although Luke does not detail what the entire Passover experience
was like, we know from reading this section that the group had to
find a large enough place to share the meal; they had to acquire a
lamb which was enough for all of them to share; they had to
sacrifice the lamb (which was more than just killing it); they had to
dress it and roast it for eating (many hours worth of work); they

5 Norval Geldenhuys, Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, p. 548.
6 The captains would be the ones who would actually carry out the arrest.
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had to have the furnishings and the dishes and cups and utensils
ready.

B. Maybe the Lord did not disclose the place where they would meet
so that the timing would work out for his betrayal. Perhaps also it
was by His omniscience that Jesus knew about the man carrying a
pitcher of water at the particular time when disciples would find
him. But it is also likely that the Lord prearranged things with the
homeowner. Most often, women would be carrying the water, so a
man doing so would stick out to the disciples; maybe this was a
pre-arranged sign. We simply do not know. In any case, the
homeowner had space in a large room on an upper story of his
home and provided some of the preparatory work ahead of time.
This pre-arrangement theory seems to be likely since the owner of
the house knew what they meant when they said, “the Teacher.”

C. The timing of their Passover supper is interesting to study. Because
of the sheer volume of people celebrating in Jerusalem, the
Passover lambs could be sacrificed either in the hours before the
evening when Passover began (at sunset), or the next day when it
was fully Passover. According to their custom, those from Galilee
would have the meal on Thursday, while those from Judea would
do so on Friday. With the Last Supper done on Thursday night, this
permitted the timing that Jesus would be killed at the same time as
the Friday Passover lambs.

Conclusion

The disciples killed their Passover lamb in preparation for the supper.
While they did so, the priests and scribes were plotting to kill God’s
ultimate Passover Lamb, Jesus. The significance of their action—
and the total hypocrisy of it—was unbeknownst to them because
they were operating in the darkness of sin. Like us when we sin
today, they somehow rationalized their behavior, making it “good”
when it was awful.

These two “worlds” continue to run side-by-side with one another
today, one fighting against God and His Word, and the other
worshipping God and trusting Him for help to obey His Word.



The betrayal of Judas from inside the ranks did great harm. What he
did, and what Satan did—we should expect as a typical pattern
throughout the history of the church as well. Let us be vigilant
about ourselves in that respect. The scribes and priests illustrate
how “religion” does not prevent people from being really bad.
Judas illustrates how worldliness and greed have the same effect.

This Passover of Jeus and His disciples marked the transition from the
Old to the New Testament. The celebration of the Passover is
invested with a new significance that cannot be ignored now that
Jesus has died. Celebrating the passing over of the firstborn and
the Exodus from Egypt is still good; but to that must be added the
substitutionary death of the Firstborn for all sinners who
accomplished an even greater deliverance than the Exodus.
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