Text: Luke 22:24-30

Title: Something Greater than Greatness

Truth: The quest for greatness is the pursuit of diligent service.
Date/Location: Sunday April 27, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

Jesus has just finished giving the Lord’s Table service to the disciples and
speaking of his betrayal. The disciples begin to question or argue among
themselves about who would betray Jesus. This turned into the opposite
argument from who was the worst in the group to who was the most
important in the group. This is terribly out of place given the solemnity of
the situation. The irony of Jesus concerning Himself with His impending
betrayal and death while the disciples argue about who is the best. It is
like when James and John asked Jesus if they could sit at his right and left
hand in the kingdom (Mark 10:35-45).

l. Greatness is Defined by Service, v. 24-27

A. Greatness in the world is measured by lordship, authority, power, and
influence. Greatness in God’s eyes is measured another way.

B. The dispute between the disciples was not only distasteful in light of the
solemn situation, but it was wrong for other reasons as well:

1. It was self-focused, not others focused.
2. It created disunity and division among the disciples.
3. It is a manner of thinking just like the world’s thinking.

4. God’s people will receive far more blessing in time to come. This will
cause any present “greatness” to seem small in comparison.

C. Jesus explained the way of the Gentile world was to have hierarchies of
power where there is lordship and benefactors.

About Benefactors: Jesus mentions the title ‘benefactors’ His reply to the
disciples. This is from the Greek term g0epyétng, a title applied to
princes and other honorees for civic contributions. It is supposed to
indicate a ruler who is benevolent and kind, but it also has somewhat
of a condescending tone, like the people under that ruler would be
helpless without his majesty’s magnanimous kindness. The word
literally means something like “well-doer” or “do-gooder.” Ptolemy VII
of Egypt had this title, but he was so evil that his subjects changed his
title to “evil-doer”! Many Hellenistic rulers used this title after their
names, including in Egypt, Pontus, Pergamon, Bithynia, and
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Syria/Mesopotamia. People use this title for the Muslim god, and for
one of the popes of the Catholic church. One wonders if a person has
to call themselves beneficent or a benefactor if they really are, or if it
is propaganda.

D. Jesus’s model is different: “not so among you.” The greatest are like
children (Matt. 18:1-4). The greater are like the younger, who were
generally looked down upon in that culture (and ours, in several ways).
The greatness of governing is overshadowed by the greatness of serving.
The greatness of sitting at a table and being served is outstripped by the
greatness of the one serving.

E. Why? Because the server is like Jesus, the epitome? of greatness. Jesus
served. In fact, he had probably just finished washing the disciples’ feet
before they argued or more likely, just afterward. He not only told them;
he showed them. Service is an expression of love for our neighbors, and
love for God.

F. The self-less mindset considers others more important than you are.
People are more important to you than you are to yourself. Perhaps they
have a greater need than you do, so you serve them. True greatness
requires you to set aside yourself. That is what Jesus Christ did in these
very moments of which we read—preparing to suffer and die for your
sins and mine.

G. Greatness requires humility. Greatness in governing requires humility in
service beforehand, so that you will be a great leader. Otherwise, with no
experience of submission and humility and service, you will be an ugly
pain, not a kind or genuinely great leader.

Il. Greatness is Rest and Reign in the Kingdom, v. 28-30

A. Despite the disciples’ often stumbling over themselves, the Lord Jesus
commends them for persevering with Him in His trials. | am grateful that
the Lord sees the good we do and does not forget it amid our failings.
That is a good thing and a good model for us to use with others.
Although a small fly can ruin a lot of ointment (Eccl. 10:11), or a bowl of
soup, we should try to acknowledge the good done by others.

B. His focus is on persecution-type trials where they were hated by people
for the Lord’s sake. They were excluded and reviled, but they could
expect a great reward in Heaven (Luke 6:22-23).

! Eh-pit-u-mee, a person or thing that is a perfect example of a particular quality or type.
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Just a thought on this point that perhaps the exclusionary practice of the
world has caused us to retreat into a monastery-like mentality and be
satisfied with not reaching the lost because it will cause discomfort, and,
it sounds like a good excuse that “they do not want us anyway.”

C. His teaching also correlates with Luke 18:28-30. Christians who serve the
Lord and leave house and family for the sake of God’s kingdom will
receive many times more in the present and in the age to come eternal
life.

D. The fact is that God has promised a kingdom to Jesus. He is a king (John
18:37)! Then, our Lord promises to the disciples that He will share that
kingdom with the disciples. It is not something that He grasps onto as
“mine.” He takes what is His and gives part of it to others.

E. The result of sharing the kingdom with the disciples is two-fold:

1. They will eat and drink at the table in the kingdom. This is a
description of the joy and rest in the kingdom of Christ, but it is not
merely a metaphor. It is an activity that the disciples of the Lord will
actually enjoy in the kingdom. There will be times of enjoyment and
eating which will be unencumbered by betrayers, impending
crucifixion, and arguments about greatness.

2. They will sit on thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel. See also
Matthew 19:28-30 which adds the detail that there will be 12 thrones,
probably indicating a distributed judgment where each disciple will
rule one of the tribes. This is another actual activity, not a metaphor
or symbol. For these 12 Jewish disciples, | believe that their reign will
be limited to the Jewish domain, and others will be assigned other
domains.

F. It is my understanding that the promise to the disciples is specifically to
them, particularly the part about judging Israel. But there is a glimpse of
the blessing that all Christians will share in the millennial kingdom.
Parallel to the 12 apostles, all believers share kingdom blessing:

1. A broader blessing is pronounced on all who are called to enjoy one
particular meal, namely the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9).
Also, the Lord taught in Luke 13:27-30 that many will come from all
points of the globe (Gentiles) and “sit down in the kingdom of God.”
They will be sitting down to enjoy a meal, again one in peace and
prosperity. The conditions will not be poverty or threat of war.



2. A broader ruling function is promised to followers of the Lamb. See for
instance 2 Tim. 2:12 and Rev. 20:4-6 which both refer to reigning and
judging from thrones.

G. Furthermore, | see at least two implications for our bigger-picture Bible
teaching from what the Lord says.

1. First, Jesus refers to “My table” in “My kingdom.” Jesus will be
present, | presume at the head of the table (unless He is serving!), but
He will be present. We know from other texts that His kingdom will be
an earthly one, not just an ethereal or “heavenly” kingdom, because it
will be Jerusalem-centered, worldwide in scope, it will have
agricultural and international features, and so forth. It must be that
He has returned to earth prior to this. So, the second coming is first,
then the kingdom. That does not exhaust all end-time events, but it
gives us a start of a framework.

2. The second implication is that the kingdom happens prior to the
heavenly state. In heaven there will seem to be little ruling and no
need for judging since there will be no sinners present. In the setting
pictured by Jesus, there is ruling and judging over a nation that
requires such. That perfectly fits an earthly kingdom prior to the onset
of eternity.

In sum, Jesus returns before His kingdom, and His kingdom is before
Heaven, so the premillennial understanding of Scripture is best.

Conclusion

In view of what we will enjoy in the kingdom and beyond in Heaven, we
should not care to pursue greatness in this life. Why would we want to,
when true greatness in Heaven is the lasting, real kind of greatness in the
eyes of God. Instead, we should pursue diligent service, which is true
present greatness, and let God put us in heavenly service where He wills.

That service can work out in many ways. Jesus washed feet and gave
Himself sacrificially. Think about how you can love others by serving
them today and this week, with a good service attitude. How can you
serve your siblings, parents, spouse, classmates, coworkers, boss, people
at the store, etc.? Take the time you are going to spend on yourself and
your things and spend it on someone else.

A life lived for self is unimpressive, ordinary, and worldly. A life lived for God
and for others by faith in Christ is true greatness.
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