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Text: Luke 22:31-38 
Title: I Have Prayed for You 
Truth: Jesus helps His disciples prepare for what is coming. 
Date/Location: Sunday May 4, 2025 at FBC 

Introduction 

Remember in the prior verses that the disciples disputed about which 
of them was the greatest. This was not only out of place for the 
setting (the Lord was about to be betrayed and killed), but also it 
does not fit how God looks at things. Better to be a servant than to 
be the one served. This is entirely opposite of what the world 
thinks. But Jesus is, not surprisingly, quite different than the world!  

Assuming you listened to the message last week, did you succeed in 
these recent days at being more servant-oriented?  

Despite the faulty focus of the disciples upon themselves, the Lord 
does encourage them with recognition that they have done well to 
continue with Him through His trials. He promises them a 
wonderful reward of residence and rule in His kingdom. Their 
particular role will be to judge the 12 tribes of Israel. If you follow 
Christ, you too will have a part to play in His kingdom. He will not 
forget your labor for Him (Heb. 6:10). 

I. The Lord Prays for His Tempted Sheep, v. 31-34 

Sometime after the meal, Jesus turns to address the disciples on a 
couple of upcoming relevant topics. The first is the danger that 
they face. The second is the relative difficulty they will newly 
experience in providing for themselves in their ministry. 

A. The repetition of “Simon, Simon!” indicates a passionate and 
compassionate plea for Peter to listen. Jesus is going to announce 
something serious and wants Peter to listen. 

B. Jesus displays supernatural knowledge: He knows that Satan has 
asked (God) “for” Peter (actually “against”). It seems that God 
granted the Devil’s desire to have a (limited) measure of authority 
over Peter to afflict him. God’s authority is ultimate and God will 
never allow a Christian to be subject to Satan in an unlimited 
capacity. Satan wants to do to Peter something like what He did to 
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Job (Job 1-2), or David (1 Chron. 21:1), or even Jesus Himself (Matt. 
4:1-11). Satan may already have had influence upon Peter—
remember “Get behind Me, Satan” (Matt. 16:22-23)? 

C. Whether Satan himself described his action against Peter as sifting 
wheat we do not know, but that was the effect of what he wished 
to have. That is, once he was done, he hoped that Peter and all the 
disciples would be like the other “disciples” who left Jesus. They 
would be scattered to the wind as so much chaff, and there would 
be no wheat left. Sifting someone like wheat was meant by the 
devil for bad, in which he would treat Peter roughly and painfully 
to separate him from the Lord. But God superintends such things 
for good, to remove the chaff of our inner man and keep the 
wheat of faithfulness. God uses even Satan’s machinations for His 
purposes. And ultimately, nothing can separate a true Christian 
from the Lord or from eternal life. But things can come between us 
and the Lord and cause a hindrance, a wall, a cloud. 

D. Jesus predicts that Peter will deny Him in the end. This will happen 
under withering pressure from Satan himself, who already had 
possessed Judas to betray Jesus. Now, Satan is going to make a run 
at Peter, the most prominent of the disciples. 

E. Notice who is on Peter’s side. Jesus says He has prayed for Peter. 
This prayer is specific—Jesus has prayed for YOU singular, Peter. 
For you personally. Jesus the intercessor will always win against 
Satan the adversary. 

 The fact that Jesus is praying for Peter is itself a comfort, even 
though we have not gotten yet to what the prayer is. What did He 
pray? He prayed that Peter’s faith should not fail. God the Father 
would most certainly answer that prayer in the affirmative. But it 
also implies that Peter presently has faith in Christ. He has to have 
faith in the first place before it can be subject to failure. 

 Jesus expresses confidence in God because He trusts in God the 
Father’s wise bestowment and sovereign control over all things 
including Satan’s devious work. 

F. We can explain at least in part why Peter’s faith faltered, and that is 
because he did not take up the whole armor of God to be able to 
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withstand the Devil. We will see that he lied in Luke 22:57, showing 
a lack of righteousness (the breastplate in Eph 6) and that he fell 
short in the area of truth as well (the belt). He lacked personal 
faith that God would protect him and so had no shield to quench 
the fiery dart of Satan.  

G. Applying this to us: We cannot know if Satan has asked to sift us as 
wheat. I believe he could ask for that permission if he wished, since 
we are no better than Peter, although our role in God’s program is 
not so important as Peter’s was at that juncture right before the 
cross. We might just not reach the level of being “interesting” to 
Satan. 

 But we can be confident in Jesus that He will not allow His 
followers to be overtaken—either by an indwelling demon, or 
Satan, or by an out-of-control temptation, or our own flesh, or the 
world. He will remain with us until the end of the age (Matt. 28:20, 
Deut. 31:6-8). In that context, we must not be afraid of whatever 
evil may befall us, for greater is He in us than the one in the world 
(1 John 4:4). 

 Furthermore, we believe that Jesus is praying for His people all the 
time. Specifically—for you and me and everyone else. He always 
makes intercession for His people (Heb. 7:25) and advocates for 
them when they fail (1 John 2:1). Take heart in this, dear one, 
because if you are doing battle against sin, you know both success 
and failure.1 So you have experienced the kindness of Christ and 
His prevailing prayer that your faith should not ultimately fail. 

H. Notice that what the Lord says here indicates that Peter’s failure 
will be temporary, not permanent. It will not be like the situation 
with Judas, which was a complete breakdown. In fact, whatever 
“faith” Judas might have had, it was not genuine. 

I. After Peter gets back on track, the Lord urges him to “strengthen 
your brethren.” He will move out of weakness and into strength 
himself. Therefore, he will be able to encourage and exhort and 
admonish and edify and support his fellow Christians and his fellow 

 
1 If you do not know what it means to do battle against sin in your mind and heart, then 
you need to come to Christ as Savior first, and now. 
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elders as well (1 Peter 5:1-4). In the immediate context, he will be 
enabled to help the other disciples who themselves have fled from 
Jesus. They do not get as much “press” as Peter does, but they 
each had their faithless moments in this whole scenario. 

J. After we go through a time of failure, we too can testify of God’s 
help and then use the strength we thus gain to help our Christian 
siblings. 

K. Instead of criticizing Peter, let us appreciate his zeal: “Lord, I am 
ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.” Are we able to 
say that—not that we are capable, but that we would go to prison 
for the Lord’s sake? He expected Jesus to experience both of those 
outcomes. And he felt that he was ready to face them also. But 
Jesus knew it was not his time to do so. That would not come until 
a few decades later. 

 We must also be realistic that no mere human strength can do 
what Peter thought he could do. He was too sure of himself and 
needed a dose of humility.  

 Perhaps that is where we are today—sure of ourselves. Peter 
needed the help of the Lord to face what was coming. Human 
strength and human faith without the Spirit filling them and 
strengthening them will not prevail. Peter would have done well to 
say, “Lord, if you will and if you help me, I will go with You, both to 
prison and to death. I do not want to deny you!” Do not have the 
kind of self-confidence Peter had. It will blow up in your face. 

L. The Lord reiterates His prophecy, that Peter will deny Jesus before 
the rooster crows three times the next morning, just hours in the 
future. There is now no way that it cannot happen. 

II. The Lord Advises on Ministry Provision, v. 35-38 

A. The section about money bags and knapsacks and swords may 
seem a bit odd, but the Lord is preparing the disciples for a new 
era, an era where His special providence will not be at hand to care 
for them and they will face more of the normal difficulties of life. 
Before, they went out with specific directions not to take extra 
stuff with them, and simultaneously the Lord promised them every 
provision necessary from the hand of those to whom they 
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ministered. Now, however, they will have to make use of normal 
means to support themselves because they will be associated with 
a crucified “criminal” in the eyes of many people in the empire. 

B. These means include three things, which are a mix of literal and 
metaphorical. 

1. Money. This refers to literal money and whatever righteous 
means are required to obtain it. Servants of the Lord must earn 
their keep. Either they earn from ministry work (1 Cor. 9:14), or 
from a secular job or combination (Acts 20:34, 18:3; 2 Thess. 
3:8-9). 

2. Knapsack. The sack refers to literal luggage, and more broadly to 
supplies in general. Different than before, the disciples are not 
to expect miraculous provision. They will have to minister in the 
normal world, like we do today. We experience God’s provision 
in numerous ways—even in our church we have several times 
this year already experienced the hand of God in providing 
things that we did not expect. But money does not grow on the 
walnut tree out back! We have to work and give and budget and 
steward and plan and so forth. 

3. A sword. This is a literal sword, probably a short dagger-like 
sword or large knife, not a three-foot long broadsword. But it 
also refers metaphorically to any tools needed for carving out 
their existence, so to speak, from defending themselves against 
wild animals and even criminal people to cleaning animals for 
food to cutting cord for their tents to starting a fire, to 
whatever. These tools will be so needful that an extra garment 
should be sold to obtain them. 

D. Thus, churches must pay salaries, and missionaries must raise 
support, and churches must collect the support, and missionaries 
must have some savings for retirement, and so forth. 

E. The Lord ties this in with the fact that He is still going to be 
numbered with the transgressors. He will be treated cruelly by the 
Jewish nation and the Romans. The disciples will have to “make it” 
on their own without the Lord there with them. 
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F. The phrase “The things concerning Me have an end” means that 
there is a completion point or fulfillment of what is going to 
happen to Christ. The Old Testament prophecies must be fulfilled, 
and they will be. 

G. The disciples pointed out they have two swords. Perhaps they are 
thinking more on the offensive/war-like side instead of what I have 
described above. Maybe they want to help “bring in the kingdom.” 
So, the Lord says it is enough. Those are sufficient, even too much 
at that moment (see 22:50) and any zealous thoughts about using 
the sword to defend the Lord from His sacrificial work must be put 
away. 

Conclusion 

Many times when the topic of Jesus comes up, there is the danger of 
failing in our witness for Him either by lack of testimony or bad 
testimony. It could be in a small private setting or a large public 
one, or a work setting, or a school situation. Be confident—in the 
Lord, not yourself. Rely on the Lord to help you. Know that Jesus is 
praying for you and interceding for you—and advocating when you 
fail. 

Regarding the second part of the message, many of us intuitively 
understand that we must use the normal means to provide for 
ourselves so we can live, and in turn do Christian work. But some 
of us have an entitled mentality, that we are owed somehow, 
perhaps the resources of others for our food and health and 
shelter. We do not live in a world where God’s provision can be 
taken for granted. We must participate, earn, give, save, sacrifice, 
plan, support our ministers and missionaries, the operation of our 
church, etc. If everyone lived like the entitled person, how would 
that work? If everyone supported the church’s work like that, 
could the church survive? 

Those are questions for you to consider on your own. But thank the 
Lord that He does make provision for us, and gives us the ability to 
earn, and helps us when we fail, and warns us that we can easily 
do so. 

 MAP 


