Text: Luke 22:63-71 and 23:1-5

Title: The Sanhedrin Trial of Jesus

Truth: Jesus endured terribly unjust treatment to save your soul.
Date/Location: Sunday May 25, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

Remember that Jesus has agonized in the garden, has been arrested
by the Sanhedrin, and just now was denied by Peter. It is the
middle of the night. He is basically alone with His captors. In that
light, read Luke 22:63-71.

I. The Suffering of Jesus Continues, v. 63-65

A. This is a maximal pressure campaign, physically and mentally. The
captors used torture—mocking, physically beating, blindfolding,
and striking Him on the face, mocking His prophetic office, and
slandering Him and blaspheming Him. | do not read anything about
that kind of conduct in the Law of Moses. Perhaps the Sanhedrin
looked the other way in cases like this.

B. Jesus was silent. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His
mouth (Isaiah 53:7, see Acts 8:32 and 1 Peter 2:23). That is a model
for us. When to follow it takes wisdom. But the demeanor is
always appropriate, even if you use must use words.

C. These men are acting as high schoolers or college frat boys, but
with the additional power of the law behind them, letting their
depraved nature run wild.

D. They are a typical expression of the rebellious nature of man’s
heart. Man began by judging that he could make his own decisions
about right and wrong, rejected God’s will for them, and then filled
the earth with violence, and turned to idols and sexual immorality,
and finally beat the Divine Son until He could not carry a board of
wood for His own crucifixion—and then killed him on a tree. How
awful. God created us, and has been gracious to us, but we
collectively turned around and spat on Him and slapped Him.
There is no worse expression of depravity than this.
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Il. Trial by the Sanhedrin, v. 66-71

A. Luke has skipped over the preliminary exam by Annas, another one
by Caiaphas and the council, both at night and both illegal. Then
He faced a trial before the entire Sanhedrin once daylight arrived,
which is this one that Luke describes briefly. Then there is a trial or
examination before Pilate, and then Herod, and then Pilate again.
There was a lot of back and forth in the last steps, so you might
count five trials or six or more. The point is that a lot of legal
machinations happened to get Jesus to the cross.

B. The other gospel writers tell us that they could not get two
witnesses to agree as to what Jesus did wrong. In the end, they
settled on something like this charge: “Jesus of Nazareth claims to
be the Christ.” This charge would permit them to say that Jesus is a
rival king to Pilate and Caesar, and thus He must be killed because
He is guilty of insurrection.

C. They ask the question for purposes of accusation, not because they
are curious as to who Jesus is. They do not care who He is, as long
as they can get a charge that will stick long enough to get Him
crucified.

D. It was clear to Jesus that they would not believe Him whatever He
said, and they would not entertain a two-way conversation about
the matter. Remember that they refused to answer his earlier
guestion about John the Baptist (Luke 20:3-8).

E. Perhaps after a few moments or other back-and-forth (on which,
see the other gospel writers), Jesus implicitly identified Himself as
the “Son of Man” (Daniel 7:13-14) and said that He would sit on
the right hand of the power of God. This was basically answering
their question, as that is what Psalm 110:1 says about the anointed
one. He was identifying Himself as the Lord to whom the LORD
(Yahweh) said “Sit at My right hand, Till | make Your enemies Your
footstool.” This One was destined to rule over the people of Israel
and over the nations of earth, as well as be a priest in the order of
Melchizedek. Jesus testified against Himself, in their view. Of
course, what He said was true! He would sit at God’s right hand, in
God’s presence, and eventually He would even reign over Israel.
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F. The Sanhedrin responded with another question: “Are you then the
Son of God?”

Notice that these Jewish men understood the Christ, the Son of
Man, and the Son of God to be all together referring to one Person.
With an acknowledgement of that identity from Jesus, they have
what they want to condemn Him to death.

G. Jesus replies, “You say that | am.” The NKJV adds rightly to indicate
that this is a well-known way of saying, “You are correct in what
you say.” The following text confirms that the Jewish leaders took
Jesus to be affirming their question, not denying.

Notice please that Jesus is identifying Himself. He is all of the titles
we said: Christ, Son of Man, Son of God. This also implies that He
will be a powerful King and a judge. This is good to remember for
any of us who witness and encounter a person who says that Jesus
never directly claimed to be these things. He did. In fact, He was
killed for saying so.

Also remember John 4:25-26. The Samaritan woman at the well in
Sychar knew that the Messiah is coming. Jesus said to her, “l who
speak to you am He.” More literally from the Greek text: “l am...the
one speaking with you.” It is like He said, “That’s exactly who |
AM...”

Someone may say that Jesus never claimed to be God. But He did
that as well. John 10:30 — “l and My Father are one.” John 8:58 —
“Before Abraham was, | am.” See also John 17:5, 24; Col. 1:17; Rev.
1:8. Most of the “l am” statements also point squarely in this
direction (John 6:35, 8:12, 8:24, 8:28, 8:58, 10:9, 10:11, 11:25,
13:19, 14:6, 15:1, 18:5-6; Rev. 22:13). If you keep in mind the
doctrine of the Trinity of God, it is easier to understand what Jesus
means with these | AM statements.

H. The Sanhedrin considered this identification to be blasphemy. Of
course, they did not consider the possibility that it was true. Nor
would Pilate care about this part of it. He might care that they say
Jesus is another king. But obviously the Jews in power do not
accept Him as a king, so from Pilate’s perspective Jesus might as
well be insane. But the crowds of Jewish people would be swayed
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by a blasphemy charge. Whether they understood it or not is
probably beside the point; it would get people whipped up into a
bloodthirsty frenzy to see Jesus be crucified.

I. The Sanhedrin sentenced Jesus to death. That was their penalty for
blasphemy, of which they thought this was a species. That penalty
was later restricted to speaking the name of God (Yahweh). But
this was close enough at that time for them.

The council had to submit their sentence to Pilate for confirmation
because as an occupied territory, they did not have the power to
execute anyone. Thus, the execution would not be by stoning.
Instead, it would be by “lifting up the Son of Man” as an accursed
one, hanging Him on a wooden cross (sometimes called a ‘tree’).

“He who is hanged is accursed of God” (Deut. 21:23). “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up” (John 3:14). “And |, if | am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (John 12:32).

J. Jesus’s profession of who He is “forms the very corner-stone of
Christianity, by which it must stand or fall. Only those who believe
unconditionally that He is really and truly the Beloved Son of God
have the right to be called Christians.”*

Ill. Pilate and the Sanhedrin, 23:1-5

A. This is like what the apostle Paul underwent: an unjust legal
proceeding, based on lies and wrong understandings (Acts 21-28).

B. It is shocking that “the whole multitude of them” went to Pilate
with Jesus. Not 100% of their group (remember Joseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus), but the overwhelming majority of the
70 council members (or 71 with president) were on board with
this. They could probably not reach such consensus on many issues
that they addressed because they hated one another, but on this
issue they did. This shows the animosity; the unreasonableness;
the uniform national rejection of their King. It also shows the
polarizing nature of Jesus which has been the case ever since.
People love Jesus or hate Him; some seem to be ambivalent, but |

! Norval Geldenhuys, Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, 1960, p. 588.
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think if pressed those who are ambivalent would begin to not like
Jesus because He calls them to holiness, and they love darkness
rather than light.

C. The Sanhedrin’s stated charges are these: Jesus is perverting the
nation, forbidding to pay taxes, and calling Himself Christ, a King.
The first charge is false—He is a teacher of righteousness. The
second is also false (Luke 20:25). The third charge is more or less
correct on its face. | say “more or less” because Jesus did not go
around touting Himself as a king! But the implication of the charge
is false—that Jesus seeks to usurp Roman power. That is because
He came the first time to deal with sin, not triumph over secular
rulers. His kingdom is not of this world, and it was not the time for
the Daniel 2:44 kingdom to arise and smash all other kingdoms.

D. Pilate asks Christ if He is the King of the Jews. He says, “It is as you
say.” In other words, “You are correct. That is true.”

E. It seems that Pilate saw right through what they were doing to
Jesus, and he was unconcerned about Him being a king. He said, “I
find no fault in this Man.” At that point, he should have released
Jesus immediately. But it is telling that He finds nothing worthy of
death. The whole situation is anomalous. One commentary
explains several irregularities in the situation:

“1. The proceedings did not take place at the temple.

2. Jesus is allowed no defense.

3. Jesus does not blaspheme in the technical sense of the term by
using the divine name.

4. The verdict comes on the same day as the trial, when two days
were required for capital crimes.

5. Jesus is being tried on a feast day, normally prohibited.

6. Contradictory testimony is supposed to exonerate the
defendant.

7. The high priest is not supposed to issue the pronouncement of
guilt.”?

2 Christopher A. Beetham and Nancy L. Erickson, eds., The NIV Application Commentary
on the Bible, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2024), 923.
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F. The Sanhedrin was steadfast in its insistence to kill Jesus, and they
argued with Pilate more loudly, accusing Jesus of stirring up
(inciting, disturbing) the people. Again, these charges are false.
They are lying again to get to their intended outcome.

G. Pilate may have simply wanted to get rid of the problem (or gain
political favor), so he sent Jesus and the Sanhedrin to King Herod.

Conclusion

Jesus is the central point of Christianity. Without His identity as the
Son of Man and the Son of God, without Him sitting at God'’s right
hand, without Him as eternal priest, and without Him as sacrifice
for our sins, the Christian faith is nothing. It is not a self-help
program. It is Jesus dying for you and taking your sin away.

You may treat Jesus as a person to mock, like the soldiers. Or you
may ignore Him. You may hate Him with all your heart, like the
Sanhedrin. You may dismiss Him or use Him as a political football,
like Pilate. | urge you not to treat Jesus in these ways. Treat Him
with deep respect; acknowledge He is the Son of God at the
Father’s right hand; thank Him for dying in your place and
providing forgiveness for your sins; love Him with all your heart.

May | remind you of something? If you are permitted into Heaven by
doing good enough, by trying hard enough, why did Jesus go
through all of this? Why not just teach us to work hard to get into
heaven and avoid all this suffering? The answer is that you do NOT
get into heaven by doing good works. And going to heaven is not
the only issue! You can only be forgiven and become spiritually
alive (and go to Heaven in the future ) because you believe in Jesus
Christ who died for your sins and rose again from the dead. You do
not trust in your own works; instead, you explicitly do NOT trust in
your own works! There is no other way but Jesus. He endured this
terrible and unjust treatment to save your soul. To think there is
some other way to save yourself is to reject Jesus. | pray you will
stop rejecting Him or setting Him on the side. He is THE only way of
salvation!
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