Text: Luke 23:26-43

Title: Jesus Crucified

Truth: Jesus died for our sins according to the Scriptures.
Date/Location: Sunday June 8, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

Luke’s narration focuses on the shocking events surrounding Jesus'’s
death. We have to look beyond this passage to fully grasp the
meaning of it and understand “why” Jesus went through this. 1
Corinthians 15:3-4 is a good place to start; 1 Peter 2:24; Galatians
1:4; Isaiah 53:6, 10.

I. Simon from Cyrene, v. 26

A. Simon is mentioned in Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21, and here in
Luke 23:26.

B. Cyrene is in northeast Libya, 780 miles away from Jerusalem.
Perhaps Simon was a Jewish man of the diaspora, but he came to
Jerusalem for business or the Passover. He was coming out of the
countryside and just happened to be passing through when the
Roman soldiers compelled him to carry the crossbeam for Jesus.
What providential timing.

C. Jesus was too physically weakened to carry the wooden beam
because of the night without sleep, the torture, and the scourging.
The scourging victim would lose a good deal of blood and would be
near a state of shock. | have understood the situation such that the
upright portion of the cross (stipes) was often already set in place
at the crucifixion site, and the crossbeam (patibulum) was carried
by the prisoner as a further way of humiliating and weakening him.
| imagine that it was fairly heavy, given how strong it had to be. But
a healthy youngish man could carry it.

D. For Simon, this was a cursed privilege. He has the distinction of
being the one man who God assigned this responsibility. He was
not at all guilty for doing this. Far better to be Simon than Judas.
God gave Simon a small part of implementing His plan for the
salvation for the world. We can be thankful for the help and mercy



he had on Jesus during this short journey. He bore a portion of the
cross; Jesus bore the sins of the world on the cross.

E. The impact of this in Simon’s life must have been significant, and
on his children too. Imagine if you were in his shoes that day.
Roman soldiers compel you to carry the crossbeam...or else?
Undoubtedly Simon would have known, if not personally observed,
what happened to Jesus next. He would have seen and heard the
crowds, the two criminals, the soldiers barking orders, the
hammering of the nails, the dropping of the crossbeam onto the
upright, the mocking of the rulers and soldiers.

F. Mark mentions that Simon was the father of two particular
individuals: Alexander and Rufus. We cannot be sure that Rufus
here is the same as in Romans 16:13. Tradition suggests that Mark
wrote his gospel in Rome, and if so, he could have known Rufus
and gotten that part of the history from a direct descendant of
Simon. If so, then Paul knew the family including the mother. His
greeting indicates that he had a close relationship with them.

Il. The Crowd, v. 27-31

A. The crowd followed to watch the end. Not all of them were true
disciples; in fact probably many were not. But this was a
newsworthy event and everyone wanted to see what was going to
happen. They could not do anything to stop it lest they run afoul of
the Roman soldiers; nor did many of them care to stop it,
particularly those who just cried out to crucify Him.

B. This may surprise you, but the women who mourned and lamented
Jesus may not have been truly mourning and lamenting (as
disciples would have done). They could have been professional
mourners who attended funerals and executions. | would not
venture to say that there were no mourning disciples there, for we
know that some of his followers stood at a distance and watched
with dread in their hearts (23:49).

C. Ever the teacher, Jesus instructed the crowd in His utter weakness
and as He neared His own death.

D. Jesus called out to the daughters of Jerusalem. Jesus told them not

to weep for Him. Whether real weeping or ritual weeping did not
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matter because shortly they would experience their own afflicting
circumstances—they and their children. This was a prophecy of
coming destruction. | tend to think that the fulfillment of the
prophecy was in the near term (destruction of Jerusalem, 70 AD),
but | can see a case for a far fulfillment based on the idea of the
mountains “falling on us” (Revelation 6:16, during the Tribulation).

E. Those days will be so terrible that the people will cry out with two
phrases:

1. Blessed are the barren—wombs and breasts. The idea is that a
mother with children will be more grieved and troubled because
she thinks of the suffering of her children, whereas a woman
without children will only have to consider herself. No children
means no children to lose, which means no grief for them added
to the personal trauma of the destruction.

2. To the mountains—*“Fall on us.” They are expressing that the
difficulties are so bad that they want to hide from the disaster,
or be swallowed up quickly in an avalanche so the suffering is
over.

F. Then Jesus speaks another proverbial statement: “If they do these
things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?” The idea
is that green wood refers to something young and alive. The dry
wood refers to something dead and perhaps old. If they—probably
the Romans but perhaps also the Sanhedrin—do this to Jesus,
what do you think they will do when the target is less than Jesus?
Jesus was perfect; Israel was most definitely not. Jesus was alive
and vibrant spiritually; Israel was largely dead in terms of spiritual
life. The proverb makes an argument from lesser to greater, where
the lesser is the terrible outcome Jesus experienced, and the
greater is the even more catastrophic outcome the nation would
experience in the future.

Just how bad was it? 1.1 million died in Jerusalem and 100,000 in
Galilee.

Ill. The Criminals, v. 32, 39-43

A. We do not know how many crucifixions were done at one time, but

the common depiction is just three crosses. If so, it was a full house
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this day, because two other criminals were being put to death.
Both were surly fellows, at least initially (Matt. 27:44).

B. One of them continued to blaspheme Jesus by saying “If You are
the Christ, save Yourself and us.” This man was very upset and took
it out even on the innocent Jesus. Jesus could have come down
from the cross, but He voluntarily stayed there to carry out the
Father’s will.

C. But the other criminal changed his tune after a while. He repented
of his sin. Then he rebuked the first one for not fearing God at all.
“You are under the same condemnation” means that Jesus was
going to die, and they were going to die as well. They shared the
same fate, and the criminals justly so. The one criminal is saying to
the other: “Man, we are dying here. We have done bad things.” It
is time to “meet your maker” and you are hurling insults at this
innocent man (who happens to be your maker)??? You need to be
ready to die, not do this.

But Jesus did not do anything deserving of death, just like Pilate
and Herod as well. This repentant criminal recognized Jesus as Lord
and Savior, and exhorted the other criminal to think about his own
wrongdoing instead of just trying to get out of it.

D. He asked Jesus to remember Him when He came into His kingdom.
This statement is a fruit of saving faith. The man recognized he was
a sinner; that he was being justly punished for his crimes, and that
Jesus was Savior and Lord. Asking the Lord to save him comes out
of that changed heart. He became a new man in his last moments
on earth.

E. Jesus replied: “Assuredly...today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
Not tomorrow, not a thousand years from now.! Today. And, Jesus
would be there too, not spending the rest of the day in Hades.

Stop and think: why is the penitent thief going to Heaven? There is
only one reason—Jesus. He believed in Jesus. Jesus gave him
permission to be in Paradise. He opened the doors for him, so to

1 Someone might postulate that since a day is as a thousand years to the Lord that it
might be a very long time until the man is in Paradise. That is not the plain meaning of
Jesus’s words, nor would the meaning bring comfort to the dying criminal.

4



speak. By the way, Jesus fully believed in Paradise. After all, He was
there before He came to earth; He made it; and He was going back
there after His death and resurrection. He also fully believes in the
“other place” — Hades and the Lake of Fire. He made them all. In
fact, the Lake of Fire was prepared as a place for the Devil and his
angels (Mat. 25:41).

IV. The Soldiers, v. 33-38

A. Besides leading the criminals to their death sentence, they did a
few terrible things.

B. First, they crucified Jesus. This means that they affixed him to the
crossbeam and upright using large spike nails, hammering them in
with some kind of large hammer.

C. Second, they stole His garments and divided them by casting lots.
These should have gone to His heirs...or His siblings as next of kin.
But Jesus had other garments to share with His heirs (Isaiah 61:10).

D. Third, joining the rulers in sneering at Jesus, the soldiers mocked
Him and offered Him the “comfort” of sour wine, which may have
been a narcotic-type of pain reliever. Jesus refused this (Matt.
27:34) probably to stay mentally as sharp as possible so He could
speak the words on the cross that He had to speak about His
mother, to the thieves on the other crosses, etc.

E. Fourth, the leaders and soldiers also urged Him to save Himself to
prove He was really the Christ, the Chosen of God, the King of the
Jews. But Jesus would not do that. Jesus will save anyone who asks
Him, but the one person He would not save is Himself.

F. Finally, they put an inscription above His head. This was ordered by
Pilate (John 19:22) and put in place by the soldiers. They wrote in
three languages this brief accusation: “This is the King of the Jews.”
From the Jewish and Roman perspective, that is why Jesus died,
because He is the King. Of the Jews. They did not want Him.

V. Jesus, v. 34

A. There is one more person to consider, and that is the main
character in the entire story.



B. His first words on the cross were “Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they do.” Ignorance is a part of the equation when
it comes to forgiveness. God is gracious. But God is also exacting.
Whether a sin is done in ignorance or not, the sin was done. It
needs to be forgiven and punished somehow. For those who trust
in Christ, He takes the punishment, and we get the forgiveness!

C. | believe God did forgive these men for this incident. That does not
mean they were forgiven for all their other sins. Soak up the
thought of Jesus praying for His enemies while nailed to a cross,
and asking forgiveness for them, not holding it against them
because they were just ignorant pawns in a much larger chess
game. They did not really understand that they were killing the
divine Son of God.

D. See above for His interaction with the penitent criminal in v. 43.
Conclusion

You too can be with Jesus in Paradise. Maybe today. Tell God you are
sick of your sin and you want Jesus to cleanse and forgive you.
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