Text: Luke 23:44-56

Title: Jesus Dies and is Buried

Truth: Jesus died for our sins and was buried.
Date/Location: Sunday June 15, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

We are in the middle of Luke’s record of the happenings at Mount
Calvary, the place of the crucifixion of Jesus. He has been cruelly
treated, scourged, and affixed to a Roman cross. He forgave his
killers. Two criminals joined him on their own crosses, and one
turned in faith to Jesus. The soldiers stole his clothing and with the
crowds mocked him. Why was He crucified? He was the King of the
Jews—so said the sign above His head.

In this section we come back to Golgotha. It is noon. Jesus had been
crucified since 9am, the “third hour” (Mark 15:25).

I. Jesus Dies on the Cross, v. 44-46

A. Luke records the time: noon until 3pm. Jesus has already hung
upon the cross for three agonizing hours. Criminals would
sometimes languish for more than a day in that state. It was
indeed cruel and unusual punishment. It was only made worse if
the sun was beating down on the almost entirely naked bodies of
the criminals.

B. Darkness. In this case, however, the land became dark. Someone
might argue that Luke says darkness was over all the earth. But the
word translated to earth can also be translated as land and it is
translated that way in Matt. 27:45 and Mark 15:33. The
inconsistency in the NKJV is unfortunate here; it should say there
was darkness over all the land. This text does not teach the whole
globe was covered in darkness. Rather, there was darkness in the
vicinity of the cross, with no comment as to the conditions
elsewhere on the planet.

Debate goes on as to the mechanism by which this darkness
occurred. Was it a natural circumstance such as very heavy, rain-
laden clouds? Was it an eclipse? Was it purely supernatural? If it is
not a straight-up miracle, the timing is certainly providential.
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It is a helpful to know that Passover occurs on a full moon. Here is
why. The Jewish people used a lunar calendar to calculate their
feast dates.! Each Jewish month begins with the new moon. The
Passover was on 14/15 of the month Nisan, just after the spring
equinox. Therefore, about 14 days after the beginning of the
month would be the full moon. So, Passover on Nisah 14 would fall
on or immediately around the time of the full moon. During the full
moon period, a solar eclipse by the moon is not possible. This is
because solar eclipses only occur during the new moon phase,
when the Moon is between Earth and the Sun. For a full moon, the
moon has orbited around to the other side of the Earth so that the
Earth is between the Moon and the Sun. So, the naturalistic
explanation of a lunar eclipse of the sun does not hold water. The
darkness had to be caused by something else.

Was it pitch black like midnight? It does not seem so, as there were
onlookers who could see the proceedings. But it was dark enough
to make the mood very eerie, perhaps like the conditions
prophesied in Zech. 14:7.

Almost anyone with a favorable attitude toward the Bible who
reads this history will see in this darkness a clear spiritual
overtone. It is symbolic of the sin of the world, and/or the wrath of
God against that sin. The sun hid its face from the horrid sight of its
creator, the Man upon the cross.

C. The veil of the temple was torn in two.

1. The purpose of the veil was to divide the holy place from the
most holy place where the presence of God was. Into the inner
sanctuary the high priest would go one day in the year, the Day
of Atonement. This signified limited access to God—by one
person, one day per year. That was destined to change with the
death of Christ. See Hebrews 6:19-20, 9:3, 9:6-8, 9:24-25, 10:20.

2. Initially in the Tabernacle and then in Solomon’s temple, the Ark
of the Covenant was located inside the most holy place. After
the destruction of the temple in 587 A.D., the Ark was either

! This is not like our Gregorian calendar [1582 AD] which corrected the leap-year
calculation from the Julian calendar [46 BC].
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destroyed or lost. God’s presence had left the temple because
of Israel’s idolatry (read Ezekiel?).

3. The exact construction of this veil is variously reported in
literature that | read. Some say it was 30 ft tall by 60 feet wide,
and others 60 ft tall by 30 feet wide. The Jewish Encyclopedia
says Herod’s temple was 20 cubits (30 ft) wide, so a width of 60
feet is unrealistic. The height of 60 feet seems very tall, but
possible because the temple was 40 cubits (60 ft) tall.

4. The veil was made of fine twisted linen and was blue, purple,
and scarlet in color. Because of its weight and size, it was
reputed to require 300 priests to handle it. That may be an
exaggeration. However, for comparison consider a football field
where a group of people are holding up a football-field size
United States Flag. Such a flag weighs around 1200 pounds and
there are around 150 people holding it. Similar flags weigh from
850 pounds up to the “superflag” weight of 3000 pounds. The
veil of the temple would not cover as much surface area but
likely would be heavier per square foot.

5. Some researchers say the veil was four inches thick, but | cannot
confirm that. Nevertheless, it had to be very stout to hold up
under its own weight. There was a second curtain for the outer
entrance to the temple. In order to obscure the most holy place
from the outside, the two curtains were opened oppositely from
one another in a coordinated fashion. The outer curtain was
pulled back on the south side. The inner curtain was pulled back
on the north side. In this way, the inner sanctuary could not be
seen from the outside. The priest would have to walk diagonally
through the outer temple to get into the inner sanctuary.

6. Incidentally, several sources | read indicated that the inner
sanctuary was the full height of the temple. It was also empty
(no Ark). It had openings above for workers to be let down to
service the room (clean it), suspended so that they would not
touch the floor. The workers were lowered in boxes or baskets
to reach areas which cleaning or other maintenance was

2 https://www.fbcaa.org/MattPostiffBlog/2025/05/The-Temple-in-Ezekiel-9
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needed. These contraptions prevented them from viewing the
entire most holy place.

7. Luke reports that the veil was torn in two. Matthew 27:51
reports it was torn in two from top to bottom. Mark 15:38
concurs that it was torn in two from top to bottom.

D. Significance of the torn veil.

1. First, it “was” torn in the passive voice indicating that the agent
doing the tearing was God. This is a so-called “divine passive”
verb.

2. Second, it was torn from the top indicating that God did the
operation. It was not started “from the grassroots up.” Access to
God in any fashion whether salvation or prayer or service or
worship begins with God condescending to man. It does not
begin with man’s effort and in fact man’s effort can add nothing
to it. Imagine a 5ft 6in tall man grabbing the bottom of the 60ft
tall thick veil and trying to tear it. This would be impossible. The
work is too hard and too tall. (Have you tried to tear a comforter
or blanket lately? Are your arms long enough?) Man simply does
not have enough strength and leverage to even attempt such a
feat. He could not open the way for access to God. That took the
death of Christ. That is true globally—of the plan of God’s
salvation for the whole human family—and it is true individually
of you.

3. Third, the veil being open signifies that the limited access to God
in the old dispensation has been made wide open in this era.
Whereas one man could go into the holy place of God’s
presence once a year, now anyone can enter any time of the
year, and many times of the year. This is not just access in
prayer, but access to the person and life of God. Christians can
directly worship Him without the separation that sinners
suffered since Adam’s sin in the Garden. (See Isaiah 59:2, and
note the word access in Rom 5:1-2, Eph. 2:18, 3:12). This access
is only possible in Christ. There is only one way of salvation
because there is only one way to get access to God, and that is
through the death of Christ.



E. Jesus cried out and said his last words. “Into your hands | commit
My spirit.” Jesus fully trusted God, despite feeling forsaken and
alone, abandoned under the weight of the world’s sins. You might
feel alone, but you have never been this alone. Forsaken for you.

You can right now commit your spirit into God’s care. And right
before your last breath. And before a surgery. And when you get a
cancer diagnosis. This is an ultimate expression of trust in God. “I
commit my children to you. | commit my wife to you. | commit my
things to you, my money, my job to you...” But here, it is your very
life, the most precious thing you have.

Do you believe that way? Now, take it out of the realm of theory. If
you believe truly that way, then do you commit your spirit into His
hands today to live for Him? Do you give yourself to Him as Lord
and Savior right now? Because if it is just theory for that abstract
future time when you die, it is not real trust. It is real trust when
you commit your spirit to God that you belong to Him now and
forever, not just maybe sometime in the far future.

Il. The Response of the Onlookers, v. 47-49

A. Centurion. He observed everything and concluded that Jesus was a
righteous man. Basically, Pilate and Herod determined the same
thing. No reason for us to doubt it, because these were no friends,
no special pleaders for Christianity. They were just secular guys
who looked at the situation with some level of objectivity.

B. Crowd. They also observed everything, and after Jesus was dead,
they began to disperse. | imagine an atmosphere a good deal more
somber than the fans after their team loses a huge football game.
But this is no game. This is the life of the Son of God. There is
region-wide darkness. There is the Passover, and its implications of
exodus from bondage, a sort of which the people existed under
during Roman occupation. Luke records that many of these people
beat their breasts. This is a sign of grief and mourning, reflecting
that they thought this was a terrible tragedy. It was.

C. Acquaintances and Women. Jesus had an entourage who traveled
with him throughout Israel. They could not bear to be close, likely



because it was too painful to see the sight, to hear the sounds, to
feel the tension. There was enough at a distance.

Ill. Jesus is Buried, v. 50-56

A. Joseph of Arimathea, a man of character. Two things about him.
First, he had not consented with their decision to condemn Jesus
to die. He was one of just a few no votes (Nicodemus was
another). Second, he was waiting for the kingdom of God. There
was one other man like this: Simeon (Luke 2:25). The book of Luke
opens and closes with such men.

Stop. Ask yourself: are you waiting for the consolation of Israel?
Are you looking for the kingdom of God? Do you want the prince of
peace to come? Or are you hastening on in your life, your work,
your pleasure with little regard for the coming One?

B. Joseph requests the body and takes it. He was bold to go ask for
the body from the governor.

A man named Joseph protected Jesus when he was born. Another
man named Joseph took care of Jesus when the authorities finally
got him 33 years later. And the same Mary who bore Jesus was
there at the cross (John 19:26-27), both bearing him and burying
him.

C. Hasty preparation. Because the weekly Sabbath drew near, and
bodies were not to be kept on the cross into the night lest
defilement fall upon the land (Deut. 21:23), Jesus had to be taken
down and wrapped in linen with some spices and put in a tomb.

D. They buried him in a tomb hewn out of the softish rock of the land.
No one had ever occupied that tomb. Jesus went from a virgin’s
womb to a virgin tomb.

E. The women observed the tomb. Collectively they would not forget
where it was, and they planned to return here on Sunday morning.
They went back to the place where they were staying and
prepared more spices and oils to anoint the body more properly
when they could. They then rested on the Sabbath. It was probably
not a restful rest, their minds racing with all that had happened.



Conclusion

Other denominations use images of Christ upon a cross, but we do
not for two main reasons. First, we are told not to make carved
images of angels or people or animals or birds or fish or use them
for worship. The crucifix has a depiction of Jesus. And people do
bow down to it in an act of reverence (worship). The second
commandment is a prohibition of idolatry. Second, Jesus was only
on a cross for about six hours in all of history—He is no longer
there and will never be there again. The cross depicted in Christian
art today should be empty because it is empty. He is alive and in
Heaven, and that is how we remember Him. That is how He will
return. His work is finished. His work is not ongoing in that sense.
He ongoingly applies the work of the cross to His people but does
not do that work forever. We do not focus our attention on Him as
hanging on a cross, as necessary as His dying there was to rescue
us. Instead, we recognize Him as the glorified, exalted Son of God.
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