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Text: Luke 24:1-12 
Title: God Raises Jesus from the Dead 
Truth: God calls us to believe that Jesus arose from the grave. 
Date/Location: Sunday June 22, 2025 at FBC 

Introduction 

The Bible records the history of Jesus’s death for sin. His death was 
the “sword” that pierced Mary’s heart (Luke 2:35). God also 
records the fact of the empty tomb and the divinely revealed 
reason the tomb was empty, because Jesus had come back to life. 
That is, He had bodily resurrected. We are going to look at this 
event and tie in some important theology with it. 

I. The Empty Tomb, v. 1-3 

A. The first day of the week is when the ladies mentioned in 23:55 
along with some others came to the tomb and found it empty. 
They were bringing the fragrant spices and oils they prepared on 
Friday afternoon (and/or Saturday evening, Mark 16:1) in order to 
anoint the body. This is not a pleasant task to say the least; the 
body has been in the tomb for probably 40 hours.1 Although 
Joseph had hastily wrapped the body in linen, John 19:39 reports 
that Nicodemus added about a hundred pounds of myrrh and 
aloes to the wrapping. So, the task would not be as smelly as 
expected for a body dead for that length of time. 

B. This historical event is the simple reason that Christians worship on 
Sunday. Now, it is appropriate to worship on any day of the week, 
and on every day of the week. But because of this event and a few 
other Bible verses (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 16:2, Rev. 1:10), we believe 
that God is pleased to have us commemorate in worship the 
resurrection of Jesus on the first day of the week, which is Sunday. 
Obviously, because we have to work to carve an existence out of 
this difficult world, we cannot gather every day to do this. But we 
can take a day and dedicate it to the Lord.  

 
1 Parts of Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, thus three days. If you count the suffering of the 
Lord on Thursday night (remember the torture), you have three nights (Thu, Fri, Sat). 



 2  

 To do so not only is good for our souls, but it is also good for our 
bodies as well. 

 In the future, Western society may consider Monday to the first 
day of the week, but that is not the Biblical understanding of the 
order of days of the week. The Jewish Sabbath is the seventh day, 
the day reflecting God’s rest from creation. Thus, the first day is 
Sunday. 

C. The tomb had a stone placed over its mouth on Friday afternoon or 
evening. Someone had rolled away the stone and the women 
entered the tomb despite the fact that it was a tomb (unclean?). 
But there was nothing there—no body. This fact is well attested by 
multiple eyewitnesses and written testimonies. Luke does not 
focus on all the details. But he does tell us that several women 
observed. Luke gives their names: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James along with at least two or three or more 
other women. 

D. In the face of this testimony, it is unreasonable to believe 
differently. It is my understanding that this fact is basically beyond 
dispute as far as historical research is concerned. You can look 
deeply into it yourself if you want to differ; just know that you will 
open yourself up to realizing the Bible is right. 

E. The real dispute concerns the explanation for the empty tomb and 
the subsequent appearances of Jesus. Was it the wrong tomb? Did 
the disciples steal the body? Did Jesus not really die, but only pass 
out? 

 The hypothesis that best and most simply, although not 
naturalistically, explains the empty tomb and the post-resurrection 
appearances of Jesus is that Jesus arose from the dead. We 
considered this in some detail on Easter morning. You can find that 
message online.2 

II. The Explanation of the Empty Tomb Calls for Faith, v. 4-12 

A. Such a shocking event calls for an explanation, and one is 
forthcoming from two angels sent by God. As usual in Scripture, 

 
2 The Historical Case for the Resurrection notes, MP3 sermon audio.  

https://www.fbcaa.org/Docs/bulletins/HistoricalCaseForResurrection.pdf
https://fbcaa.s3.amazonaws.com/2025/20250420ss.mp3
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the appearance of angels creates fear. The angels ask a question as 
if they expect the women to already know the answer! “Why do 
you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!” 
And thus, the gospel begins with the message of two angels, 
parallel to the angels at the birth announcement of Jesus. After 
this point, people carry the good news. 

B. The question indicates the foolishness of seeking Jesus among the 
dead. This is a small rebuke of the ladies. They should have 
remembered and believed what Jesus said weeks ago when in 
Galilee that He would be delivered to the Jewish leaders and 
Romans, crucified, and the third day rise again. After the angels 
reminded them, this triggered their memory. 

C. In verse 9, the women took the news to the other disciples. It was 
news that had to be shared! Think of the energy we put into birth, 
graduation, and wedding announcements, and the parties 
surrounding those happy events. Do you have as much enthusiasm 
for announcing the resurrection of Christ to your friends and 
neighbors? 

D. Verses 11-12: The men took the women to be telling tall tales, so 
they did not believe about the empty tomb. But Peter had the 
boldness to go and check the grave, along with John. He found it as 
the women had said. They too were telling the truth, just like Jesus 
had prophesied! 

E. They, and Peter and John as well, could have said, “You know, Jesus 
said he would rise the third day. We expect that will happen. So, 
we are not going to go to the grave, because he will not be there.” 
Or, they could have gone with an attitude of belief, expecting Him 
to be gone, perhaps trying to follow His trail to see where He was. 
Instead, they went with an attitude that they were going to find 
Him in the tomb, anoint the body, and go away again. 

 Let me ask: how do you approach the resurrection of Jesus today? 
Do you doubt it? Do you live on the edge of doubt? Or are you 
completely certain that the evidence of the event and its following 
implications is overwhelming? In other words, can you live boldly 
for Christ with total confidence in Him, such that you do not need 
to keep going back to the tomb to check that He is not there? 
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F. They did not take His words to be real, actual truth. People do the 
same today. Maybe He meant a “spiritual” resurrection (which is 
not a resurrection!). Maybe He meant that He would rise at the 
end of time, as if three days equals three thousand years. Perhaps 
He would not rise at all? People believe those kinds of things today 
and would be shocked to find out that the resurrection actually 
happened just as He promised it would. A lot of people will be 
shocked when things end up exactly the way Jesus and His New 
Testament says it will—the rapture and Tribulation and kingdom 
and new heaven and new earth and judgment. 

III. True Belief Required 

A. Why is it critical to believe that God raised Jesus from the dead? 
The simple answer is that Romans 10:9 says if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. If you do not believe 
this way, you are not a Christian, you are not going to Heaven, your 
sins are not forgiven. It is that simple. 

 Review what true faith means: 1. You have the facts, the 
knowledge, the content of something to believe. 2. You are 
convinced that the content is true, not just that you know 
intellectually what it says, but you accept it as the truth. 3. You rely 
upon that content for your salvation. 

B. If resurrection from the dead is “too much” for you to believe, is it 
possible to just believe in Jesus anyway, that He is good, that He 
died to take our punishment, that He is in heaven now? Those 
things are indeed true, but if Jesus has not actually arisen from the 
dead then the Christian faith is entirely false. So, no, you cannot 
just “believe in Jesus anyway.” It does not make sense to believe in 
Jesus if the main thing about Him is false. 

C. IF the resurrection had not occurred, then: 

1. Jesus would have been wrong in His prediction that He would 
rise again the third day (Luke 9:22, 13:32, 18:33, Mark 9:31, 
10:34, Matt. 16:21, 17:23, 20:19). In other words, He would be a 
false prophet. 
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2. Paul’s admission that our faith is empty would be true (1 Cor. 
15:14). 

3. We would have no certainty that there is real life after death 
because if Jesus is not alive, how could we have hope that we 
will live beyond our own death? 

4. The wages of sin would not be overcome (Rom. 6:23). 

5. The Old Testament prophecies of His resurrection would be false 
(Isaiah 53:12) as well as any promise of resurrection (Job 19:26, 
Isaiah 26:19, Ezekiel 37:12-13). 

6. We would have no certainty that our justification is complete 
(Romans 4:25). In other words, we could not expect that we are 
really right with God, if our religious leader, Jesus, died like any 
other man. He could have been telling fancy stories with no 
reality or “teeth” to them. 

7. There would be no assurance of future judgment against sin 
(Acts 17:30-31). That makes the world a hopeless place. 

8. Peter’s statement that we have a living hope through the 
resurrection would be wrong; our hope would be dead (1 Peter 
1:3). 

D. Thankfully, the evidence is convincing that Jesus did arise bodily 
from the grave. And with that, all the above negative statements 
are opposite of the truth (read them again, but this time in 
“reverse”). 

Conclusion 

The text of the Bible repeatedly tells us that Christ arose from the 
dead: Rom. 14:9, 1 Cor. 15:3-4, 15:20-22; 1 Peter 1:3, 2 Tim. 2:8, 
Phil. 3:10. In fact, He took up His life again: John 10:18. 

The Bible also teaches that God the Father was involved in raising 
Jesus from the dead: Romans 6:4, 10:9; Acts 2:24, 2:32, 3:15, 3:26, 
4:10, 5:30, 10:40, 13:30-31, 13:37, 17:31; Romans 4:24-25; 1 Cor. 
6:14; , 2 Cor. 4:14; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:19-20; Col. 2:12; 1 Thess. 1:10; 
Heb. 13:20. 
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The Bible also says that God the Spirit participated in raising Jesus 
from the dead: Romans 8:11, 1 Peter 3:18. 

Multiple human sources attest to the resurrection of Jesus: Paul and 
Peter and Luke, as well as Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and James’s 
mother Mary. 

Christians have no trouble believing this is what happened because 
for God, it is as easy to raise someone from the dead as it is for 
Him to create someone from the dust of the ground. 

May I suggest a broader application of what the angels told the 
women? You cannot find Jesus among the dead today either. You 
can find every other religious leader among the cemeteries and 
sepulchers of mankind. But you cannot find Jesus there because He 
is alive. You cannot find salvation from religious leaders that are 
dead because they could not save themselves. You can only find 
rescue from death from the One who is alive. This is why the 
resurrection of Jesus is so uniquely significant. God calls you today 
to believe in Him who died for your sins and rose again. 

 MAP 


