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Introduction

On Wednesday evenings we have begun a book-by-book study of the
Bible, one book per message. Today we take up a larger and more
difficult book called the Apocalypse. It gets this name not because
it refers to all kinds of doom and disaster as in a scenario that
popular culture refers to as apocalyptic. Rather, it gets the name
because the first word of the Greek text is AmokdAuv g
(Apokalupsis) which means a revelation or a disclosure. Its cognate
verb form means to cause something to be revealed, disclosed or
fully known. It is truth revealed from God that would not otherwise
be known by mankind.

Revelation does contain a lot of doom and disaster. It is because of
this characteristic content of the Bible book and the Bible’s far-
reaching influence that the popular use of apocalypse has become
what it is.

I. The Blessing of Revelation Outweighs its Difficulty

A. Many people think Revelation is a difficult book of the Bible. In
some respects it is, particularly how to map the symbolic language
to reality. Another difficulty has to do with the timing of the
events. From a dispensational perspective, this latter question
becomes relatively easy to answer, as the outline shows.

B. The outline of the book is fairly transparent.
1. Introduction and Letters to the Seven Churches, ch. 1-3.
2. Scene of Heavenly worship, esp. of the Lamb of God, ch. 4-5.
3. The Tribulation and then the Second Coming, ch. 6-19.
4. The Millennial Kingdom and Final Judgment, ch. 20.
5. The New Heaven and New Earth, ch. 21-22.



C. Despite the challenges of working through the text, God promises a
blessing to those who attend carefully to the book’s content:

1. Revelation 1:3 “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written
in it; for the time is near.”

2. Revelation 22:7 “Behold, | am coming quickly! Blessed is he who
keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Clearly, God expects that we can understand and obey this book.
And He wishes to bless those who do so. | desire a blessing from
Heaven. Do you? Here before us is one way to experience that.

Note this: the Lord Jesus in the Great Commission told his
followers to teach their disciples to “observe” all things that | have
commanded you. Observe is from a Greek word (tnp€w) which
means to keep, to persist in obedience. This is the same word
which is used in Revelation 1:3 and 22:7 which promise a blessing
to those who are obedient to the words of Revelation.

D. In fact, John authored the book not to hide something, but to show
something to His servants —namely, some needful things at the
present, and what will take place in the future.

Il. The Letters to the Churches

A. John wishes the churches grace and peace from the Triune God,
then extols God for His goodness in rescuing us from our sins, and
to remind the reader that Jesus is coming again to bless His faithful
ones and to judge the wicked (1:4-8).

B. John gives a detailed introduction to the trumpet-voiced, robed
figure with flaming eyes and shining feet, Who was dead and is
now alive forever. Obviously, this is the second person of the
Trinity, who became the man Jesus the Messiah. He holds the keys
of Hades and of Death. No one else holds those keys—no other
religious figure, no person, no government, no scientist, or
technologist. Only the Lamb of God Who loved us and washed us
from our sins in His own blood can direct who goes to Hades and
who is gifted with life eternal.



C. Much of the first three chapters record the direct speech of Jesus
to seven specific churches, encouraging perseverance and
demanding them to root out evil in their midst.

1. The Ephesus church has a wonderful record of doing good for
the Lord, but they have forgotten their initial love for Jesus.
Perhaps they have become ritualistic and academic and
formalized, having a poor personal relationship with Jesus.

2. The Smyrna church will face severe persecution, but Jesus
promises them the crown of life.

3. The Pergamos church was faithful, but they allowed false
doctrine and practice to creep into the church, even sexual
immorality. They must repent or be snuffed out as a church.

4. The Thyatira church also had some good works, but they allowed
a false prophetess to seduce the people of the church. They
would be judged according to their works—which | think means
as evidence of who they followed, either their Jezebel, or Jesus
Christ. The rest of the church must hold fast until Jesus returns.

5. The Sardis church was dead or nearly so. They must repent
otherwise they will be destroyed. Only a few remained who
were worthy followers of the Lamb.

6. The Philadelphia church had waning strength, but kept Jesus’s
word and did not deny Him. Jesus promised to keep them from
the hour of trial that is to come upon the earth. They must hold
on so that no one would take away their crown from them.

7. The Laodicean church is well known for being lukewarm—
neither refreshingly cold nor usefully hot. They thought they
were something, but they were nothing. Jesus was rebuking
them and asking them to return to faithfulness to Him.

D. The fact that the seven churches are directly addressed indicates to
us that the book is useful for all churches. It is to and about seven
particular churches, but it is profitable not just for churches in Asia,
or churches in the first century, or churches in various eras of
history. This material is completely relevant and profitable to every
church today in the world.



In fact, do you notice that each church is told, “He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” We must listen

up!

E. The churches are also told that if they are faithful they will enjoy
the tree of life, and rescue from the second death, a new name, a
place ruling with Christ, complete assurance in the book of life,
eternal residence in the New Jerusalem and a pillar in God’s house,
and everlasting fellowship with Christ and co-rulership with Him.
Do you want those things? Believe in Christ and keep believing. Do
not give up. You may experience trouble in this life, but your future
is secure forever.

But if you do not listen to what the Spirit of God is saying to you,
you can expect Tribulation both now and forever.

F. How can | express this to you, dear ones? As | prepared this
summary, an overwhelming sense of the need to pray for you
came upon my soul. | prayed God would protect you and me from
trifling with Him, from playing at the Christian life, from being
lukewarm, to recognize the eternal danger if we do not respond to
the Man with the keys of death and life. | prayed that we would
actually listen to what John is saying.

On the other hand, | prayed that we would rejoice in the assurance
that comes to those who trust in Jesus Christ, and we would follow
after Him with all our remaining strength.

lll. The Worship of the Lamb

A. Chapter 4 calls John’s vision heavenward where he saw the throne
of God with all His attendants around Him. There is beauty, and
holiness, and thanksgiving, and glory, and honor given
continuously to God the Father, for His is worthy of all that from
the entirety of His creation.

B. Chapter 5 introduces the Lamb of God who is authorized to take
and open the sealed scroll. God does not explicitly reveal the
contents of the scroll, but the unsealing of its seven seals results in
the outpouring of wrath on the inhabitants of earth. Some have
said that the scroll represents the title deed to the world and the

right to rule over it. That may be. The judgments of the seals
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implement the “take over” of the world by Heaven. This line of
thought correlates with Daniel 7:14.

C. An interesting observation is that chapter 4 records worship of God
the Father, and chapter 5 records the worship of the Lamb of God
equally with the One sitting on the throne.

IV. The Tribulation

A. Various data convinces us that the Tribulation will be seven years
long. But that is not the most critical point. What is more
important is that the seven seals on the scroll represent God’s
successive judgments on the world. These unfold to another
sequence of seven judgments under the figure of trumpets. The
trumpets in turn unfold to another sequence of seven judgments
that are pictured as bowls. John saw those very symbols in his
vision, so they could very well be real as well as symbols of the
activities of God in judgment.

B. The judgments “cascade” so that the last of one in the series of
seven judgments opens up to another series of seven, which opens
up into the last series of seven.

C. Interspersed among the listing of the heavenly terrors we read six
interludes where God explains various details to John about who is
rescued, who will function as mouthpieces for God during the
Tribulation, and various important characters including the Devil,
Antichrist, and false prophet.

. The Seven Seal Judgments

. Interlude: Multitudes Saved in Tribulation
. The Seven Trumpet Judgment

. Interlude: The Angel and the Book

. Interlude: Two Witnesses

. Conclusion of the Trumpet Judgments

. Interlude: Important Characters

. Interlude: Visions of 144,000; Angels; and Final Judgment
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. The Seven Bowl Judgments
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10. Interlude: Babylon

D. One part of Revelation that has fascinated people for centuries is
the battle of Armageddon. It is called this for the place where it
occurs, in Hebrew Har Meggido or Mount Meggido. It occurs at the
end of the Tribulation. The battle is won by the returning Christ
just before the beginning of His reign.

E. The second coming of Christ is detailed at the end of chapter 19.
This marks the end of the Tribulation and could be put in the next
major section of notes as the beginning of the millennial kingdom.
The text tells us that Christ returns with His people and vanquishes
the Devil and those who would reject His rule.

V. The Millennial Kingdom

A. The text is clear—a six-fold repetition of “one thousand years”
emphasizes that the kingdom of Christ which commences with His
return to earth will be 1,000 years in duration. Thus, we call it the
“millennial” kingdom. Many Christians doubt this and place the
kingdom in the past or in the present (which has been longer than
1,000 years). This view is known as amillennialism. In contrast, we
strongly advocate for the text to be taken at face value because it
best fits the textual and theological data from the remainder of the
Bible. Because Jesus returns before (pre) the kingdom, our view is
called premillennialism.

B. During the millennial era, Jesus will reign over the world with vice-
regents, His followers. Satan will be constrained so that he cannot
deceive the nations.

C. The Bible prophesies that Satan will be released one more time and
stir up a rebellion against the Messiah, but he will be crushed and
thrown into the Lake of Fire. (No name is given to this conflict.)

D. The thousand years is significant for another reason. It separates
the first and second resurrections (20:5). The first is one to eternal
life; the second is to eternal death.

E. Those who are raised at the second resurrection will appear at a
judgment called the “Great White Throne” judgment (20:11-15).



These will be judged according to their works and be found to lack
the perfect righteousness required to enter Heaven.

VI. Eternity: The New Heaven and New Earth

A. John records that our earthly abode will be destroyed and God will
remake Heaven and earth suitable for a perfect eternal home. The
centerpiece of this creation will be a city called the New Jerusalem.
It will be the dwelling place of God’s people on the new earth.

B. John outlines other characteristics of this heavenly existence. There
will be no more death or sorrow or pain. The city will be of
tremendous size and beauty.

C. There will be the dwelling place for God’s people of all ages,
including the church and saved Israel, including saints before the
cross as well as after in the Tribulation.

D. There will be no night there. There is a river of the water of life,
abundant and free. There will be the tree of life, bearing its fruit
monthly.

E. We take note of the warning in 22:18-19. John tells us that those
who would add or take away from the words of the book will be
judged severely. As the last and capstone book of the entire Bible, |
understand this to apply to the entirety of Scripture.

Conclusion

Obviously, there is much more that could be said. Next time you read
Revelation, fill in some of the gaps with your own study. It will be
richly profitable. Remember, you will be blessed for reading and
obeying what the Lord says in this book. Watch for:

1. The promises in the book (throughout).
2. The judgments in the book (throughout).

3. How God will transform the sin-cursed world into a new world
(Rev. 21-22).

4. The focus on Jesus and His rule (Rev. 11:5).

5. The need to be on guard against idolatry, immorality, and
doctrinal declension.



6. The focus on the work of Christ (Rev. 7:14, 12:11). We overcome
by faith in the Lamb and His blood, not by our own power.

7. The victory that is ours in Christ. The Lord wins out over sin and
death, and so do we who are in Him.

| am reminded of what Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:10-13: % But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up. 1 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness, 2 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire,
and the elements will melt with fervent heat? '3 Nevertheless we,
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.
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