Text: Various

Title: Church Membership, Part 2

Truth: Every Christian should be a church member.
Date/Location: 7/27/2025 at FBC

Introduction

So far we have seen that meaningful church participation is at a low
ebb in our country after many decades of a somewhat better
record. We reviewed the Biblical data that supports a formal
membership structure in the local church, which justifies the belief
that church membership means to be a connected, vital part of
the local community of believers.

We concluded with the question: Are you a member of a local
church? Of this local church? But how exactly is that
“implemented”? What is the meaning of it? To those matters we
now turn.

Implementation of Membership

A. Within the above parameters, we believe local churches have
latitude to implement church membership to meet the particulars
of their situations. But there are four requirements that we believe
are Biblical and applicable for all churches. The member is:

1. Regenerated.

2. Baptized.

3. Conducting himself as a Christian.

4. In agreement with the constitution and doctrinal statement.

The first two are the main requirements, with the other two following
fairly naturally. We offer a class to go over these things along with
an introduction to the church along with a brief interview.

B. Regenerated: We must have a saved membership in the church. To
the best of our discernment, we do not welcome someone into
membership who does not give satisfactory evidence of
conversion. The church is, by definition, made up of regenerate
people. A church that knowingly welcomes unsaved people into its
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family is not a Biblically-operating church. Across the sweep of
church history, these assertions have raised controversy. Yet it is
crystal clear from Scripture that a Christian church cannot have
non-Christian members! You have to be in the universal body of
Christ in order to even qualify to be a member of a local church.

But qualification to be a member is only one side of it. Identifying
with your local church, becoming a part of it, has to do with your
new spiritual life. You belong in a church as a family member
because you are a Christian. That is the center of our
understanding versus the formality/paperwork understanding.

C. Baptized: Truly regenerate people will also be baptized by
immersion in water as a public testimony of their faith in Christ
and their union with Him. In the New Testament era, it would be
unheard of for a person professing faith to refuse baptism. Baptism
was seen as the initiatory entrance ritual into the faith, and thus
into the church. If you refused it, there was no way a church family
could affirm you are walking with Christ. The risen Christ with all
authority commanded his disciples to be baptized. To refuse it is to
say ‘no’ to Jesus Christ.

D. Christian conduct: Is one’s Christian conduct going to be perfect?
Absolutely not. But the question is this—are you dealing properly
with things when your conduct is out of line? You need to be
confessing sins to God, repenting of them, making things right with
your spouse, children, parents, fellow believers, acquaintances,
etc. That is what Christian conduct looks like when momentary
non-Christian actions or attitudes creep in. Somewhat ironically,
this is the truth: righteous people repent of their sins; unrighteous
people do not repent of their sins.

E. Church belief: What about your agreement with the constitution
and doctrinal statement? We have not left any room for so-called
“scruples” or “crossed fingers.” | have always said that you must
agree to be under our doctrine, and if you are unsure about a point
or do not understand it all to the n™" degree, that is fine (the
Trinity—Dbelieve it? YES. Understand it? Only partly!). However, if
something becomes untenable for you to believe or live under,
then on your honor you will make that known and either seek
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more instruction to clarify your beliefs, or seek to transfer to
another church.

Our church has voluntarily placed these fences around itself to say
“this is who we are and this is how we seek to operate.” Our
method of membership is how we have decided to practically
implement the membership list teaching of the NT to know who is
really part of the church and who is not. For if you are not saved,
not baptized, not living like a Christian should live, and not
agreeing with sound doctrine, then we cannot in good conscience
affirm you as one who belongs to this Christian church.

There is a debate as to whether adding more requirements than
just fundamental gospel doctrine is appropriate. An argument
can be made in that direction to avoid dividing the body;
however an argument can made in favor of more specificity.

Here it is: bare-bones doctrinal statements can be believed even by
some cult followers. When you are specific, you are making very
clear who you are and what you believe. Short statements can
also imply that it really does not matter what you believe
beyond those few points. When you are more particular, you
are in agreement with the apostolic emphasis on sound doctrine
and the inclusion of seemingly “small matters” (in today’s
parlance) such as specifics of eschatology and teachings of
man’s depravity and so on. On the practical side, being more
specific helps you avoid potential problems in the future. For
instance, if you specify that you believe in baptism by
immersion, then you avoid the whole problem of having a pedo-
baptist come in and stir up division in the church.

In this way, paradoxically, a specific doctrinal statement aids in
unity rather than causing division.

Our Church Covenant

"And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their
fathers with all their heart and with all their soul" (2 Chron. 15:12).

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on profession of our faith
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having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God, angels,
and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant
with one another, as one body in Christ.

We promise by the aid of the Holy Spirit to forsake the paths of sin,
and to walk in the ways of holiness all the days of our lives. With
this view we engage to strive together for the advancement of the
Church in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its
prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances,
discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to
the support of the ministry, and the expenses of the Church, the
relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel throughout all
nations.

We also promise to maintain family and private devotions; to educate
our children according to the Scriptures; to seek the salvation of
our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world;
to be just in our dealings; faithful in our engagements and
exemplary in our deportment; and to be zealous in our efforts to
advance the testimony and cause of Christ.

We further promise to walk together in Christian love and
watchfulness, giving and receiving admonition with meekness and
affection; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in
sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and
courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready
for reconciliation and mindful of the command of our Savior, to
secure it without delay.

We moreover promise that when we remove from this locality, we
will as soon as possible unite with another church of like stand,
where we can carry out the spirit of this Covenant and the
principles of God's Word.

NOTE: Do note the phrase “by the aid of the Holy Spirit.” This is a
faith- and grace-based membership covenant, not a legal
instrument or legalistic approach to God and one another. When
we fail, we reconcile. It is entirely reasonable to say things like the
above. We cannot have a church if we do not commit to at least try
to live holy, if we do not run our families in accordance with God’s
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word, if we do not love one another, if we do not support the work
with prayer and giving, and if we do not encourage and exhort one
another.

Meaning of Church Membership

A. Commitment and responsibility. Membership means that you are
partnering with the other Christians in serious way, with a view to
aiding one another to remain close to the Lord, helping in sickness
and poverty and grief, reconciling at the first sign of trouble, etc.
We commit to worshipping together, for an important way that
God receives worship is not just individually, but corporately. We
commit to the people of the church. We commit to gather,
worship, give,! pray,? serve, encourage, and carry out the Bible’s
one-another commands with the church family. We do not believe
in benefits without commitment or responsibility.

B. Accountability. Another reason for membership is to establish a
clear and agreed-upon relationship of accountability between the
church member and the church and pastor. In church membership,
we agree to be on the receiving end of love, for if we walk out of
line away from the Lord, who better to help us than those
Christians that we know and love and who love us? This is a form
of spiritual protection, which we should desire as believers. If we
instead desire to hide ourselves from others—for what reason? Do
we cherish some favorite sin more than we cherish Christ and His
redeemed people? Sin is so deceitful that we need others—outside
observers—to help us recognize it and overcome its power (Jer.
17:9; Heb. 3:13). Who of us has not needed a word of correction
from someone else? Who of us could not benefit from the help of
another to pray for us and keep us on the straight and narrow
about some addictive behavior or lack of virtue?

Membership in the local church is you saying to your church family,
“l am going to willingly submit to your accountability because |
know | need it. | do not want to mess around with my life, because

L1n our church, we have about 30 “giving units” which are families or individuals, mostly
members and others regular attenders. Does our annual giving add up to 10% (or more)
of our congregation’s annual income?
2 About 25-30% of our church family regularly prays together.
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it is too important to take lightly.” Have you had that kind of
relationship with a father or mother or another brother? Have you
and your older son or daughter agreed that you will give and
receive admonition and not get upset with one another? Have you
and your wife agreed that way? How about you and your church?

C. Shared life. Eating together, doing things together, and meeting
regularly are part of a shared life. We need to think of our church
more like a family. We try not to skip biological family birthday
parties and other functions; we ought not try to skip sharing life
with the church.

Also, sharing life together can have the result of sanctification as
we observe one another and strengthen one another in the faith.
We tend to spend time together in public with a better attitude—
not that spending time in public is the cure-all for our sanctification
ailments, but spending time this way is much better than a lot of
other ways to spend it!

And it is not just the church that meets together: God is in the
church as well by His Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16, 2 Cor. 6:16, Matt 18:20).

D. Affirmation of salvation. When we welcome someone into the
church, we ask them to fill out and sign a little form, share their
testimony with the church council, vote to receive them, and then
extend to them the so-called “right hand of fellowship” to
welcome them into the church family.

Sadly, sometimes we cannot continue to extend that hand of
fellowship and corresponding affirmation of a person’s profession
of faith. This happens when we remove someone from the church
membership roll. By so doing, we are not saying they are unsaved
for sure. We are saying that we cannot confidently affirm that the
person is going to heaven. Certainly, they are not walking with
Christ at the moment. If they persist to not act like a Christian,
what other justified/reasonable conclusion can we draw?

E. Here is a good definition: “Church membership is (1) a covenant of
union between a particular church and a Christian, a covenant that
consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s gospel
profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the
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Christian, and (4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church
and submit to its oversight.”? It is a solemn agreement in which the
church affirms the Christian’s profession of faith (giving more
weight to the profession than just “I say so”), and a relationship of
gathering to worship and giving and receiving oversight.

| add to this definition that the church not only promises oversight,
which may sound negative, but it also promises to continue a
faithful gospel ministry and do the best it can to comport itself in
accordance with its operating agreement (doctrine and
constitution) to help the believer grow in the grace and knowledge
of Christ. The member promises to be faithful in supporting the
ministry in all the necessary ways.

At this point, we should review what exactly we are all about as a
church. The church covenant does not specify all the details, nor
should we expect it to. Here is the high level goal: we make it
our corporate aim to honor God by faithful obedience to His
word.

We are talking about obedience; not legal obedience but faithful
obedience. The Word of God is our standard. Honoring God is
our highest goal, and we desire to do that.

How do we accomplish this? By obeying the Great
Commandment, that is, to love God with all our heart and to
love our neighbor as ourselves. Also by obeying the Great
Commission, which is to make disciples, to baptize them, and to
teach them to obey everything that has been passed down to
us.

Each one of us can plug ourselves into the following question:
What does the above mean for me in terms of my life and
church ministry? As a pastor, teacher, servant, giver, family
person, church member-minister, etc. how exactly do | honor
God by faithful obedience to the Great Commandment and
Great Commission? What is my way of implementing that? Try
that exercise in your mind and see what God might show you.

3 Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing
the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 217.
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Here is another way to think about the church: The local
church’s membership is composed of regenerated, baptized
believers who are organized together with a pastor, deacons,
and who observe the ordinances, meet regularly to worship
God, receive instruction from the Bible, fellowship together, and
carry out the great commission. The church is how God
arranged to feed and guide His people.

F. Spiritual gifts. If you are not a member, meaning not a part or
partner, meaning you do not officially subscribe to our doctrine
and we do not formally give affirmation of your profession of faith,
then how can we know that you will teach in accordance with the
church’s beliefs about the Bible? Therefore, non-membership
limits your teaching ministry. And if you are gifted by God to teach,
you have to use your gift. “Let him do it as with the ability which
God supplies.” The participle let him do has an imperative force
derived from earlier imperative in verse 7. It is not an option.

G. Does the church have some “teeth” in membership? Yes it does. It
has authority to allow people in or to put them out. This authority
is granted by God through the Lord Jesus Christ, the head of the
church, to whom has been granted all authority in heaven and on
earth (Matt. 28:18).

Application: Are You a Lively Member of Your Local Church?

What have we learned? We learned how our church and many of like
faith and practice implement the Bible’s teaching about being a
living part of a church. We have reviewed our church covenant and
much of what church membership means. So we ask today not
only if you are a member of a church, but if you have a mindset of
commitment, responsibility, accountability, shared life, and that
others can affirm your walk with Christ. Are you therefore able to
fully exercise your spiritual gifts—those abilities Christ gave you for
the benefit of His body?
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