Text: Various

Title: New Beginnings, and Avatar, and You

Truth: Jesus is the Son of God come to earth to rescue you.
Date/Location: December 8, 2024 at FBC

I. New Beginnings

Think of the wonderful feeling of a new start, a new beginning.
“Tomorrow is always fresh, with no mistakes in it yet.”! That is
refreshing since many of my days, as I’'m sure yours, are somewhat
marred by things that are not ideal...including things that | do that
are wrong. | hardly need to catalog what kinds of things those are
because you probably have a fairly good idea already.

In the very biggest of big pictures, there are several new beginnings
that are noteworthy.

A. Gen. 1:1-3, John 1:1-4 about the beginning of all things. God
through His Word spoke the world into existence and organized it
into the basic form that we see today with the galaxies, solar
system, earth, plants, animals, and people.

We believe it is eminently reasonable that the creation requires
there be a creator. After all, a building requires a builder, a blue
print requires an architect, a painting a painter, a design a
designer, a book an author, a company an entrepreneur. We know
no counterexamples where there is spontaneous generation of a
product without a producer.

Anyway, everything that exists had its beginning at that point
millennia ago. Everything was brand new, pure. In Montgomery’s
words, it was indeed fresh, with no mistakes in it.

Genesis 1:1-3

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of
the waters.

1 L. M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables.
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3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And
God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness
He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first
day.

John 1:1-4

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light
of men.

B. Another beginning is in Mark 1:1 and John 1:9-14 which are about
the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.

John 1:9-14

9 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming
into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and
the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His
own did not receive Him.

12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

Mark 1:1-4

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As
it is written in the Prophets:

“Behold, | send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.”

3  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
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‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.” ”

4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins.

Along the lines of the building/builder statement above, | am thinking
of our broken world—and how it needs a repairman. You do not
get a repair unless you call someone who is skilled to do repairs.
For the broken world, Jesus is that repairman.

Il. An Avatar

A. What is an avatar?

1. “In general, an avatar is someone who represents a type of
person, idea, or quality. For example, someone might be
described as an avatar of downtown New York cool.” (Google Al
overview)

2. “An avatar is an electronic image that represents a computer
user, such as in a video game, on social media, orin a web
forum.” It is your “persona” in an online world or community. As
an illustration, you might be involved in a chat group where you
have selected your avatar to be a horse because you like horses.
Your particular picture may be somewhat realistic, or it may be
fantastical, or it may emphasize some aspect of identity that you
would like to highlight or something that you especially
appreciate. Never does it catch all the reality of who you are as
a person.

B. Where does that meaning come from?

1. It has ancient origins. “In Hinduism, an avatar is a manifestation
of a deity in bodily form on earth, such as a divine teacher. The
word ‘avatar’ comes from the Sanskrit word avatara which
means ‘descent.”” The gods are seen as “on high” and to come
to humanity they must “descend.”

2. “For those of us who don't practice Hinduism, it [avatar]
technically means ‘an incarnation, embodiment, or
manifestation of a person or idea.”
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C. How does avatar relate to Christianity? | admit to a bit of literary
license with the word in connecting it to Christian theology, but if
we can loosen the word from its Hindu origin, it could be used to
describe Jesus. This is because Jesus is an incarnation or
embodiment of the second person of the Godhead. He descended
from above (John 3:13). Jesus is God in human flesh, as our
musicians recounted in their beautiful music earlier in the
program.

Christians think there are compelling reasons to believe that Jesus
was more than a good teacher. He was a prophet and more than a
prophet. He is a priest, and He will be a king. His teachings changed
His followers, and the entire world. His life modelled for us a way
to live which made our world a better place. But the pinnacle
reason to believe that Jesus is more—more than merely a good
teacher—is that He arose from the dead. His empty tomb is
convincing evidence of that proposition, and the fact of the empty
tomb is accepted by a large majority of historical scholars.

The Bible teaches us that Jesus died a death which had personal
significance for you and me—that He came to address the sinful
brokenness of our world. We believe, Jesus was and is more than a
human being. He is God come down in human flesh with a human
nature. He “came down” in what we call the incarnation—the
enfleshment of deity into a fetus, then a newborn, a male baby, a
boy, a teen, a young man, an adult man. He did this to die for our
sins, take our guilt upon Him, and graciously offer us new life
instead of death.

Somewhat like an avatar is a pictorial, often two-dimensional
representation of a 3D real human being, in a similar manner Jesus
is God “reduced” to humanity, from one divine person of His
Triune, multi-dimensional, infinity to a human being. God is
imprinted into a human avatar. That avatar perfectly represents
God’s character and conduct without any loss of fidelity, with the
whole reality of who the Son of God is as a person. The Bible
explained this “avatar” idea two thousand years ago:

Hebrews 1:1-4



1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past
to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken
to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the
brightness of His glory and the express image of His person,
and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had
by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better than the
angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.

Colossians 1:15

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation.

This “Christian avatar” is not a lifeless collection of pixels. It is three
dimensional, real, historical, and alive today. This Jesus shows us
what God is like—caring, holy, merciful, firm in justice, loving,
sacrificial, generous, kind.

This “avatar” is our connection to God’s eternal world. Jesus is the
link between present physical life and everlasting life.

D. But what is the difference between the appearance of Jesus—the
coming down of the Christian God to earth—and the supposed
appearances of other deities in the form of a man? Some of the
supposed gods grew up as humans and became deity later,
perhaps being granted god-status by other gods. This is very
different than Jesus who preexisted as God, and there are no other
gods that exist.

Others were demigods, the result of a god cohabiting with a
human and producing a half-and-half being. This is not the case in
the Christian faith because Jesus is fully God and fully man.

Still other supposed incarnations were divine beforehand and
then entered humanity without losing their divine nature. This is
the basic category in which Christianity falls, because Jesus added
humanity to deity without diluting or reducing His deity. He is
different in that He is one of the persons of the Triune Godhead,
which the Greek or Roman mythology does not contemplate.
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Other religions do posit “triads” but not a “trinity” like the
Christian God.

I1l. You

A. Going back to our thought of about “new beginnings,” you can
experience your own new beginning—a re-beginning of sorts after
living in fellowship with the broken world. You can, with God’s help
and work in your life, become a new thing.

B. You know that in recent days, you have not experienced a day with
zero mistakes. And you know that tomorrow, although it may be
fresh at the start, will have some mistakes in it too.

C. The repairman, Jesus, will make the necessary repairs in your life.
But you must call Him. Stop trying to fix your life yourself! Get
someone in who is skilled to do that kind of work. Trust Him and
He will forgive your sins and make your life anew. Whether you are
a shepherd or a sage, blue collar or white collar, high school drop-
out or Ph.D., what Jesus did in dying and rising again applies to
YOU.

We invite you to abandon your allegiance to your old life apart
from God and instead embrace Jesus as your Lord and Savior. If
you believe in your heart that He died for you and rose again from
the dead, and can say so, you will be transformed.
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