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Introduction

We have been studying what is commonly called “the problem of
evil.” Basically, the problem is the seeming conflict between the
existence of a loving, good and omnipotent God when at the same
time evil exists in the world. The existence of both at the same
time seems, to some people, to be impossible. At least most
parties (Christians and atheists, for example) can agree that some
evil exists in the world.

This problem has several facets or parts to it, for example: the
problem of moral evil—people and angels/demons doing bad
things, especially to other people; the problem of natural evil—
disasters such as hurricanes and floods; the religious problem of
evil for an individual trying to process a bad thing that has
happened to themselves; the logical problem of evil which is up
the philosopher’s alley because it involves logic and premises and
consequents and those sorts of things; the problem of seemingly
purposeless evil; the problem of the amount and intensity of evil;
the evils that the animal kingdom suffers; the problem of Hell; and
the evidential problem of evil where there is not a philosophical
“open and shut case” against God but the evidence—to the atheist
for example—is so overwhelming that they conclude God’s
existence is so fantastically improbable that they can dismiss God.

But there is another problem of evil that we alluded to last week.
Remember when | closed our last session on this question that |
posed the question: “If you think God should get rid of evil out of
this world, say immediately, would you be willing to be eliminated
because you too are a part of the problem of evil?” Your sin has in
the past and yet today is a contribution, however small, to the
problem of evil. Anything that you have done to harm another
person, to think evil of another person, to lie, to steal, to hate, etc.
You may console yourself with the fact that you have not been
“very bad like some other people,” but it is the cumulative effect of
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millions upon millions of people who have made this world morally
very dark.

Granted, that proposal is a bit extreme and we thank God that in fact
He does not immediately eliminate all evil and all agents who
cause evil. That will not solve all the evil in the world: it does
nothing to improve the lot of the animal kingdom, and it does not
remove natural evil/disasters. It only provides cleansing of the
planet, but does not cleanse the soul to remove evil from them.
That is only possible by one being cleansed and forgiven by Jesus.
The solution of the problems of evil is far difficult than just
removing all the people who do evil.

Nonetheless, there is an issue that we should consider, and that is the
problem of evil within—inside of us. We have contributed to the
dark weight of bad done in the world. While we are at the Lord’s
Table, | thought it would be good for us to ponder that problem
with some Scripture as our thought guide.

Psalm 139:23-24 — anxieties—which are forbidden after all, and
wicked way in me

Psalm 19:12-13 — hidden faults; presumptuous sins
Psalm 51:1-2
Psalm 32:5

All this requires a “look within” in which you are totally honest with
yourself, and even look at yourself and your conduct from the
perspective of someone outside of yourself, to see where your
conduct has been this way.

Mark 9:24 — help with my unbelief

Rom 7:18, 21-23 and the glorious deliverance of 7:24. From the low
valley of pondering your sin, you can move to the high peak of
glorious salvation in Jesus Christ. We come to remember His death
so that He could take upon Himself our sin—our inmost, private,
dark contributions to the problem of evil in the world.

You see, God did not solve the problem of evil by eliminating
evildoers. He solved it by taking the penalty of their evil upon His
Son.



He does not ignore evil, nor is He too weak to deal with it, or too
mean and unloving to deal with it.

God addresses the global problem of evil through the passage of time
by dealing with the individuals who have both perpetrated it and
been victimized by it.

Most quick explanations of the problem of evil talk about God being
good and all powerful. But they very conveniently leave out God’s
other attributes—such as His longsuffering patience and His grace
and mercy. Those qualities are displayed in the life and cross-work
of Jesus Christ on our behalf and stand today as signs of welcome
to all people to come.

What does the Lord’s Table represent? It is us proclaiming our faith
with one another; it is us saying that we were a part of the
problem of evil and God has cleansed us and is still working in us to
purify us; it is us telling the world that Jesus has died, He rose
again, and is coming back; it is us identifying with Him through a
religious service of eating and drinking the symbols of his body that
was abused for us and blood that was shed for us.

It's kind of like we eat these symbols to remind us of Him, and He
took the problem of evil and ate it on the cross. He faced the
problem of evil head on, in all its dark dimensions, and swallowed
it up in victory so that wickedness and its evil outcome death were
defeated.

We also come to this service to remember that the Lord is not done
with us. His victory over sin and death does not exist in the
abstract or academic realm. This time is an opportunity for us
anew to confess our transgressions of His moral law and directives,
and to ask Him for His continued sanctifying work. He is still
working, continuously working, powerfully working in us to cleanse
us from evil and its guilt. So, God is indeed doing something about
the problem of evil. Not all at once, not by getting rid of people
who we might say otherwise deserve it, but instead He is dealing
with it in His people and eventually by way of His kingdom on this
earth.
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